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Recount ord«r«d in Ramallah 

OOCUWED JERUSALEM (AP) - Tw «<*. ,te, Uk feu 
p^knana eketwtu. offioah ordered a recount Sunday of 18 
in the Ramallah dmria. The recount wi* ordered 
offiaib auditing the result* could net find the docume« s 
Ulof ibe v«c tomb from cadi box. rid Gabt Barwnki. a Central 
pecnoo ^tamton official. Only 18 of I« ballot boxes were 
aSeewy be **d. TJc recount will be held Sunday at Bir Ze.i 
y«»OTtyin RamMIah. Mr, Banki said the IS ballot boxes hold 
ibout 9.000 votes. He sad he did not expect the recount to iflfet 
die outcome of the RanwJIah voting, in which Ywser Arafat was 
*c ovCTwhdmmg choice for president and seven candidates were 
cfcdcrf to council Kata. "Ift unlikely, but 1 don’t warn to take a 
chance, he said. One of the losing candidates, however, said the 
recount would not be valid b e ca use the ballot boxes hod not been 
properly supervised since the demon 
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Cabinet allocates JO 250,000 to needy 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet on Saturday decided to allocate 
JD 250,000 to be used for purchasing food supplies to be 
distributed to needy families during the month of Ramadan and 
'Eid Al Fur. A specialised ministerial committee was entrusted 
with preparing a study on the needs of the poor and distributing 
food supplies to them. The Cabinet's decision was taken in 
implementation of Royal directives. The Council of Ministers also 
approved raising the capital of the government-owned Cities and 
Villages Development Bank to JD 25 million, up from JD 12 
million. It also approved a regulation on the works of tourism and 
travel agencies. The regulation governs the issuance of licences to 
agencies and facilitates the work of the Ministry of Tourism in 
monitoring the performance of these agencies. In addition, the 
Cabinet also approved allowing the Ministry of Tourism to sign a 
contract with a major Canadian establishment to promote Jordan’s 
tounsuc attractions in Canada. In other decisions, the Cabinet 
appointed Jordan's resident Ambassador to Morocco Nayef Al 
Hadid as the non-resident ambassador to Mauritania . 
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Kabariti in intense consultations to form cabinet 

• New parliamentary coalition likely to determine shape 

Revival of economy , internal and information policies top agenda 


By Nermten Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister- 
dcsignatc Abdul Karim 
Kabariti began consultations 
with parliamentary blocs 
to form a new 


J“’ U ’ hicl) -.^Wnrt'V about 25 to 28 
members which he hopes to 
base around about 12 profes- 
sional. hand-picked non- 
parliamenianans in the main 
political and economic minis- 
toes. 

Mr. Kabariti is keeping the 
names of the “select 12" 
under a tight lid in an appa- 
rent bid to avoid undermin- 
ing his negotiations with par- 
liamentary blocs which may 
assume a defiant posture if 
they feel that the main port- 
folios are filled by outsiders. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that Mr. 
Kabariu's preliminary meet- 
ings witii representatives of 
the blocs Saturday had 
dashed his hopes at minimis- 
ing the number of Parliament 
members in his Cabinet as it 
became apparenr that the 
passage of his government 
through a parliamentary vote 
of confidence would not be 
secure without allocating 
ministerial scats to about 15 
influential deputies. 

According to the sources, 
Mr. Kabariu's starring posi- 
tion was that the different 
parliamentary blocs should 
back, or withhold support 
from, his government based 
*» agreement or disagree- 
ment policies he would pur- 
sue and not on the basis of 
who gers what ministerial 
posts. 

But as a result of yester- 
day's meetings, it became 


type 

75,000) ^ .. 
•ur, had hi; 
\ the qurr 
5l union! v * 

1 that the 
tape, alle^ 
lospiuj u'J 
wkins. 47. • 
,a <k public „ 
-stroyed 
1 police im : 
r. Hawkins 7: 
did nor pui; 
: the leleplj 
n bui said: 
Jssed ihepr" 
-e of hi. 
and Pna- 
unilia Pari; 
rince Chj,. 

and ft 
ihn Majors 
ntioned. 
Prince Pk 
i Brandon t 
id, but no 
L 


n trance to 
e boosts 
s by 81 c i 


OFP) - h 
:o the Lf--' 

Art one Sk 
boosttd cr 

around 81 '■ apparent that the various 
i normal t : blocs insisted on reflecting 
e museum;- their parliamentary strengths 
ie nexife- in Cabinet portfolios. 

Visitors®- 

;t day of :■ 
mder a <t- 
by CdI: 

hilippe re- 
tailed > 
with at?- 
a normal*; 
jnion poll * 
evealed w® 


The prime minister- 
dcsignate's biggest and most 
immediate challenge thus be- 
came how to form a Cabinet 
that has a strong enough par- 
liamentary bait and at the 
same time make it operative 
enough to tackle what he 
considers to be his top priori* 
ties: the economy, the inter- 
na! situation and the media. 

Mr. Kabanti is understood 
to be keen on introducing 
change on the economic 
front, basically to revitalise 
rhe economy. While he is 
expected to retain most mem- 
bers of the present economic 
team, he will want to use his 
own economic expertise in 
guiding the economic policies 
of the Kingdom. 

On this level, sources ex- 
pected rhaz Mr. Kabariti will 
be looking for a professional 
minister of finance to replace 
veteran minister Basel Jar- 
daneh if the latter does not 
choose to remain in his post. 
Preliminary indications 
Saturday were that the prime 
minister-designate will retain 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb as well as Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Samih Darwazah, but 
it was far from certain that 
Mr. Jardaneh would stay on. 
Several candidates surfaced 
as possible successors, most 
prominent among diem are 
Abdullah Nsour, a former 
minister and currently a de- 
puty, Jawad Hadid. a prom- 
inent banker, and Bassam 
Saket, a former minister and 
a prominent economist. 

The ministries of the in- 
terior and justice, both seen 
as the axis of the new govern- 
ment’s internal policies, are 
expected to change hands. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Technicalities delay formal appointment 


LAST MINUTE hitches 
delayed the official 
announcement Saturday of 
the appointment of Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti as prime minister- 
designate and the resigna- 
tion of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and his govern- 
ment. 

According to well- 
informed sources, the letter 
of appointment was ready 
to be released by the Royal 
Court yesterday, but the 
formality was delayed due 
to Mr. Kabariti’s busy 
meetings with parliamen- 
tary blocs and independent 
candidates. His schedule 


delayed the finalising of a 
letter of reply to the leiter 
of appointment, which is 
traditionally made ready 
before an official 
announcement is nude. 

Also, according to the 
sources, another reason 
might have been that Sharif 
Zeid’s government, which 
was preparing a letter of 
resignation failed to meet 
early Saturday and meet 
the deadline for the 
announcement usually by 
the eight o'clock news. The 
kitchen cabinet of Sharif 
Zeid's government met at 
7:00 p.m. and a meeting of 
the whole Cabinet took 


place at 8:00 p.m., the 
sources said. 

Another reason cited by 
the sources was that Mr. 
Kabariti did not want to be 
rushed into forming a gov- 
ernment and that he 
wanted to finish consulta- 
tions with all possible mem- 
bers of his cabinet by Sun- 
day morning. 

"The prime minister- 
designate's task is made 
easier when he gets one 
more day without the lime- 
light and attention that 
would come with an official 
announcement of him 
being asked to form a gov- 
ernment," said one source. 


Sharif Zcid is scheduled 
to leave on a private visit to 
London on Monday. While 
some speculated that the 
government change would 
not take place before 
Thursday, the sources said 
the change was most likely 
to be completed before 
Sharif Zeid's departure for 
London. 

Palace and official media 
sources confirmed that an 
official announcement will 
be made today with rising 
expectations that Mr. 
Kabariti will be ready to 
announce his final cabinet 
make-up as scheduled on 
Monday. 


Islamists hail meeting with Kabariti, but 
'most probably' will withhold confidence 



Awn Kh as awn eh 


By Sa’eda Kllani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamists will 
neither participate in nor are 
they likely to vote in Parlia- 
ment in favour of the new 
Cabinet of Abdul Karim 
•Kabariti but relations be- 
tween the government and 
the largest party in the King- 
dom are poised to improve 
especially after the Islamists 
received assurances from Mr. 
Kabariti that a controversial 
election draft law which the 
government has just circu- 
lated would be withdrawn 
and a "better" one will be 
introduced. 

Enhancement of "public 
freedoms will be a task I will 


shoulder personally," Mr. 
Kabariri was quoted as telling 
Islamist leaders in a meeting 
Saturday morning. 

Ishaq Farhan, secretary 
general of the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) party which rep- 
resents the largest coalition 
of Islamists in the Kingdom, 
described the meeting he 
attended with Mr. Kabariti as 
"warm" and said he expected 
"fruitful cooperation" to en- 
sue between the front and the 
new government. 

"At this stage we will not 
participate in the govern- 
ment," Dr. Farhan told the 
Jordan Times. "We wish Mr. 
Kabariti all the success in his 
mission and we are ready to 
cooperate with him on issues 


of national concern." 

In addition to Dr. Farhan, 
the meeting was attended by 
IAF spokesperson Hamzeh 
Mansour. leader of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood Abdul Ma- 
jid Thuneibat and former 
speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament and now Sena- 
tor Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 
Mr. Kabariti was not accom- 
panied by aides during the 
meeting. 

Although IAF members 
will not participate in the new 
Cabinet, sources close to the 
Islamists believe that the gov- 
ernment will include inde- 
pendent Islamists that are 
close to and supported by the 
front, the political arm of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. The 


sources believed that Bashir 
Jaghbeer, secretary general 
of the Ministry of Public 
Works, is among the 
favourites for one of the port- 
folios. 

The anticipated designa- 
tion of Mr. Jaghbeer, who is 
also an active unionist, 
sources say, is expected to 
improve relations not only 
between the Islamists and the 
government but also between 
the government and the pro- 
fessional unions which have 
been at loggerheads over the 
issue of normalisation of ties 
with Israel. 

Dr. Farhan told the Jordan 
Times that the front does not 

(Continued on page 3) 


Khasawneh - new 
Royal Court chief 

Qasem, advisors Keilani, 
Hikmat, Alaeddin resign 


By Nenneen Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Royal Decree 
on Saturday announced the 
appointment of 45-year-old 
Awn Khasawneh as the new 
chief of the Royal Court in 
what is seen as another step 
towards instituting change in 
the Kingdom's leading poli- 
tical institutions and ensuring 
a harmonious relationship 


between the Palace and the 
new government to be 
headed by Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

A Royal Court statement 
announced the resignation of 
Mr. Marwan Kassem from 
his post as Royal Court chief 
as well as the resignation of 
three of the King’s advisors, 
Mohammad Rasoul Keilani, 

(Continued on page 7) 


King, Mubarak 
exchange views 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Saturday ex- 
changed views on regional 
and international issues. In a 
bad telephone conversation, the 
iboveaH 7 two leaders also discussed 
af die ‘tf-’ means of enhancing bilateral 
u jcait' relations. Mr. Mubarak ex- 
’ 0 [ ' tended an invitation to the 
'percent King to visit Egypt. 
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Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday conferred Al Nahda 
Medal of the First Order on 
his outgoing advisors Yanai 
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rices. The two, along with 
toother advisor Mohammad 
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Arafat blames donors, Israeli 
closures for economic woes 


DAVOS (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Saturday criticised 
business leaders, donor coun- 
tries and Israel for a lack of 
cash and economic freedom. 

Addressing up to 1.000 
members of the world's poli- 
tical and economic elite 
meeting at the Davos Forum, 
he said investment into the 
area had to be increased be- 
cause the donations received 
so far did not even cover the 
losses due to closures of the 
borders of Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

He said these had 
amounted to “more than S6 
million" per day over 247 
days in the last 15 months, in 
figures that were not con- 
firmed by Israeli officials. 

“It is a real disaster for us. 
All the donations from all the 
donors have not covered our 
losses from the closure," he 


told a session of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) in 
thc Swiss Alpine resort of 
Davos. 

"Some of us are in starva- 
tion and others have a very 
high standard of living, so I 
am nor joking when I say we 
need a real joint Middle East 
economy.” he told the assem- 
bled luminaries. 

Mr. Arafat warned that a 
failure to support the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) in economic terms 
could jeopardise thc political 
process towards peace. 

“The economy is the basis 
for creating the appropriate 
atmosphere to maintain the 
thrust of a political solution," 
he said. 

Mr. Arafat also criticised 
international donor countries 
and institutions for failing to 
fulfil completely their aid 
pledges to the autonomous 


Palestinian territories. 

Referring to-J865 million 
pledged at a recent meeting 
of donors in Paris and $500 
not paid from the first time," 
he said the actual payment of 
aid had been “meagre and 
slow." 

Mr. Arafat added that 
Israel was increasing Palesti- 
nian economic woes by 
blocking imports from Egypt 
and Jordan. 

"It is another breach of 
what we have agreed and 
signed." he said, adding: 
"They are squeezing us from 
importing from Egypt and 
Jordan." 

Mr. Arafat was to meet 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres later in the 
day. The talks were expected 
to update progress on econo- 
mic questions, which have 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres hints at early elections 


I'bOversy over whether he 


perij u^Could be riven any of the 
^'prinw minister's powers bc- 
SS '(jir jaasc no such provision had 
i e id f-Y*® 1 provided for that in thc 
£fl [ ^ ^SjsJation. The regulation, 
,‘8°vernmg the Prime Minis- 
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R the Prime Ministry. 


DAVOS (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
on Saturday hinted at early 
elections in his country, 
saying they would not neces- 
sarily threaten the Middle 
East peace process. 

He said his ideal date 
would be Oct. 29, but that a 
definitive lime would be fixed 
by the end of the month, 
while declining to rule out 
early ballots. 

"Naturally we consider ev- 
erything. We will deride by 
the end of the month," he 
told a press conference on the 
sidelines of the World Econo- 
mic Forum (WEF) annual 
meeting in Davos. 

"The ideal time for me 
would be the time fixed by 
thc law, which is the 29th of 
October." he said. 

Referring to fears that a 
change of government in 


Israel would seriously hit 
peace talks, he insisted: 
“This has nothing to do with 
peace, as whenever we have 
elections it may serve as an 
interruption to the negotia- 
tions not an end to them." 

He said another factor was 
that political parties in Israel 
were acting as if the election 
campaign was already in full 
swing. 

“I am a little bit taken that 
the campaign has started 
already,” Mr. Peres said. 

"One of the consideration 
is. should we have a cam- 
paign for 1U months or four 
months, because a campaign 
is not just costly financially, it 
is also costly in many other 
ways. You cannot take the 
necessary decisions," he said. 

Mr. Peres told Israeli tele- 
vision that his Labour Party 
"needed to renew its man- 


date in order to handle cru- 
cial questions.” 

Israeli Tourism Minister 
Uzi Baram said on television 
that he expected the elections 
to take place on May 21 for 
the parliament and the first 
round of thc direct election of 
the prime minister, which will 
be a first for Israel. 

Mr. Peres was speaking 
shortly after a meeting with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, who arrived here 
Saturday to give a "special 
address" to tile Davos forum 
on Sunday. 

The meeting was a poig- 
nant reprise of an encounter 
the two men had in Davos at 
the 1994 forum, shortly after 
the historic peace signing in 
Washington in September 
1993. 

(Continued on page 3) 


PNA police 
kill two 
Islamic 
Jihad 
members 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) police on Saturday 
killed two members of the 
militant Islamic Jihad group 
during a raid on a house in 
the Sham refugee camp in 
the autonomous Gaza Strip, 
a witness said. 

About a dozen plain- 
clothes police encircled the 
house, and five entered 
saying they were searching 
for members of the Islamic 
Jihad, the owner of the resi- 
dence, Samira Hatif, told 
AFP. 

Two members of the 
Palestinian faction were hid- 
ing in a room and refused io 
open zhe door. The police 
then open fired, killed Ay- 
man Razania and Amar Al 
Harash. Their bodies were 
taken to Shiffa Hospital in 
Gaza city. 

"An exchange of fire took 
place inside the house be- 
tween security officers and 
thc two wanted men which 
resulted in the death of thc 
two Islamic Jihad men," 
Mohammad Dahian, a senior 
Palestinian security official, 
told Reuter. 

"Wc hope that we can 
overcome this problem and 
that it will not affect the 
positive relationship between 
the two sides,” Mr. Duhlan 
said. He said an investigation 
was underway. 

Islamic Jihad opposes 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat’s peace deals with 
Israel. It has launched several 
suicide bombings in the past 
two years, killing duzens of 
Israelis. 
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ICRC begins 
KabuL airlift 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
first load of emergency food 
supplies to reach Kabul in 
two weeks arrived aboard an 
Internationa] Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) flight 
Saturday, witnesses said. 

Twenty, tonnes of food 
were airlifted to the besieged 
Afghan capital on a Russian- 
made Antonov transport 
plane in the first shipment of 
a relief operation due to last 
17 days, they said. 

The main overland supply 
routes to Kabul have been 
cut by rival factious to Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani's 
government. 

The head of the ICRC mis- 
sion in Afghanistan, Michel 
Ducraux, told reporters the 
newly opened air bridge 
would be used to transport a 
total 1,000 tonnes of food to 
the city. 

Planes flying out of Pesh- 
war in Pakistan three times 
daily would carry flour, cook- 
ing oil. beans and other food- 
stuffs to some 18,000 fami- 
lies, or about 100,000 resi- 
dents, he said. 

The official added that the 
mission was aimed at assist- 
ing those particularly at risk. 


including elderly residents, 
widows and children. 


“At the very least, 80 per 
cent of the people find them- 
selves in great difficulty,” be 
said. 

Supplying Kabul has been 
difficult over the past several 
weeks with the main roads 
from Jalalabad in the east 
and Pakistan severed by war- 
ring factions. 

The routes were cut after 
local commanders began 
fighting over road taxes 
levied on vehicles passing 
through their areas of influ- 
ence. 


Between 80,000 and one 
million people live in Kabul 
where a civil war has claimed 
some 25,000 lives in the capit- 
al alone since the fall of a 
communist regime in April 
1992. 

The blockade has become 
more painful now in mid- 
winter, when temperatures 
fall well-below zero at night 
and wood for heating is in 
short supply. Many people 
live in homes seriously dam- 
aged by the war, many with- 
out windows. 

On Chicken Street, the 
main market area, beggars 


are more numerous than they 
were in the autumn. 

However, the shops had an 
abundance of fruits and 
vegetables, though meat was 
in short supply. 

“It’s not like Somalia. If 
you have money, you can 
find food,” said Khaled Mad- 
j rough, a city resident. 

With the economy in tat- 
ters and the currency in free- 
fall against the dollar, money 
can be an insurmountable 
problem. 

“Without aid, several 
thousand families will die of 
hunger,” said Mr. Ducraux. 

Up to 30 per cent of the 
city’s population do not have 
enough food to survive the 
winter, said Peter Stocker, 
another senior ICRC official. 

The United Nations had 
earlier said if the siege on 
Kabul was not lifted, the city 
could be faced with wide- 
spread food shortages. 

In late January, however, 
the U.N.’s World Food Prog- 
ramme said there was ample 
food stockpiles to last 
through the next two months. 

WFP Afghanistan Director 
Klaus Kla witter warned that 
the situation could worsen 
dramatically if the roads into 
Kabul were not opened. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), meanwhile, 
warned of a mass exodus 
from Kabul if fighting in and 
around the city (foes not ease. 

Over the past four months 
more than 76,000 people fled 
Kabul to seek refuge in 
neighbouring Pakistan, said a 
UNHCR report released in 
Geneva. 

“There’s been no electric- 
ity or reliable water supply 
for over two years,” said 
UNHCR spokesman Ron 
Redmond. “There are severe 
fuel and food shortages.” 

During fierce fighting over 
Kabul in 1994, more than half 
a million people fled the dty, 
triggering a refugee crisis for 
the UNHCR. 

Entire city blocks in Kabul 
have been reduced to rubble 
in the past three years of civil 
war, leaving much of the 
population homeless. 

Afghanistan has been rav- 
aged oy dvQ war since 1992, 
when the communist govern- 
ment was ousted by guerril- 
las. The rebels then splin- 
tered and turned their guns 
on each other. 


Fund-raising brochure 
features Rabin assassin 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A fun- 
draising booklet for the uni- 
versity attended by Yitzhak 
Rabin’s confessed assassin fe- 
atures the killer’s photograph 
12 times, Israel Television 
reported Friday. 

The booklet, printed for a 
Bar Ilan University dinner 
scheduled to be held in New 
York City and organised by 
American donors, displays a 
black-and-white photograph 
of Yigal Amir in paid adver- 
tisements congratulating hon- 
orary degree winners. 

The booklet was originally 
printed before Mr. Rabin was 
gunned down by Amir at a 
Nov. 4 peace rally in Tel 
Aviv. 

But after Mr. Rabin's 
death, a fundraising dinner 
where the booklet was to be 
distributed was postponed, 
and the booklet was re- 
printed to include a photo- 
graph of Mr. Rabin. The 
photographs of Amir, who is 
not identified in the booklet 
and is apparently intended to 
represent a typical university 
student, were not removed 
when the booklet was re- 


printed. 

A copy of the booklet, 
which also includes photo- 
graphs of one other student, 
was obtained by Israel Tele- 
vision. 

A spokesman for Bar Ban 
University told Israel Televi- 
sion that the photographs had 
been taken a-year-and-a-half 
ago and the university had 
not seen the booklet before it 
was reprinted. 

Bar Dan President ShJomo 
Eckstein recalled the booklet 
after the pictures of Amir 
were noticed, according to 
the spokesman. 

Mr. Rabin’s widow, Leah, 
said in a statement to the 
television station that the 
brochure gave her “chills.” 

“It is very hard for me to 
believe that this happened 
only because of lack of atten- 
tion and carelessness,” Mrs. 
Rabin said. 

Amir studied law and reli- 
gion at Bar Dan, where a 
large percentage of the stu- 
dent body are observant 
Jews. Amir is currently on 
trial in Tel Aviv for Mr. 
Rabin's murder. 
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22HJ0 News in English 

22:25 Cotuiicrstrikc 

23:15 . The American Chart Show 
23:59 Series — Stay Lucky 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfteb. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. Ml 757 
Terrasaneta Church Tel: 622366 
Church oT the Annunciation Tel. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Onsrth Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church oT Nazarene Td. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
Amman 
Td. 811295 


PRAYER TIMES 


WEATHER 


"5:«5 Fujr 

116:24 (Sunrhc) Duhu 

| H:49 Dhuhr 

! W:4« ‘Asr 

17:15 Maghreb 

! 18:34 ‘Isha 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 



Riyadh blast suspect 
in S.Arabian custody * 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Au- 
thorities Saturday confinned 
they had taken custody of a 
Saudi Arabian man deported 
from Pakistan in connection 
with a deadly car-bombing in 
Riyadh last year that killed 
five Americans and two Indi- 
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KILLED IN GAZA: Islamic Jihad activists lift the body of Amar A1 Aaraj who was killed by Palestinian police 
in Gaza Strip on Saturday. Palestinian police shot dead two wanted activists from Islamic Jihad during an 


in Gaza Strip on Saturday. Palestinian police shot dead two wanted activists from 1 
exchange of fire at Shad refugee camp in Gaza (see stoiy on page one) (Reuter photo) 


Egypt 
to open 
4 new 


Sight-seeing tours outside Sanaa 
put on hold following kidnap saga 


pyramids 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will 
open four pyramids for the 
first time in June, including 
the “Bent Pyramid,” an early 
botched attempt at building 
the imposing monuments, an 
antiquities official said on 
Saturday. 

The monuments were 
formerly in military zones in 
the desert some 30 kilometres 
sooth of Cairo, but “the army 
gave us the land three months 
ago,” Zahi Hawass, head of 
antiquities for Giza, told 
AFP. 

“We are now finishing 
work to allow visits, installing 
ticket booths and a small 
museum at each site. They 
should be open by June," 
Mr. Hawass said. 

The four pyramids to be 
opened are in the regions of 
Dahshur and Abu Sir in the 
vast pharaonic necropolis of 
Saqqara which stretches 
south from the famed Giza 
Pyramids. 

• In Dahshur, where a total 
of 14 pyramids are located, 
three will be opened: the two 


pyramids of Senefru, the 
founder of the 4th Dynasty 


founder of the 4th Dynasty 
(around 1,800 B.C.). 

At Abu Sir, the funeral 
complex of the Fifth Dynasty 
(2,500 B.C.), the most im- 
portant of the area’s 11 pyra- 
mids, that of Sahu Ra, will be 
opened. 

They will bring to eight the 
number of pyramids open to 
Visitors. Egypt boasts a total 
of 95 pyramids, most of them 
around Cairo. 

Cars will be barred from 
Dahshur and visitors will be 
brought to the sites by bus, 
Mr. Hawass said. 

A small museum will also 
be built at the entrance of 
Dahshur to hold the discover- 
ies of Ahmad Fakhri. the 
Egyptian archaeologist who 
uncovered the valley temple 
at the Senefru “Bent Pyra- 
mid.” 

The Bent Pyramid, 97 
metres (yards) high and 188 
metres across at the base, was 
the ancient Egyptians' first 
attempt to move beyond the 
“step” style to the familiar 
smooth-sided monument 
shape. 

But due to architectural 
faults, the pyramid has a bent 
shape. Halfway up the face, 
the incline changes dramati- 
cally from 54.14 degrees to 
42.59. 


By Saad Hattar 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
authorities have ordered 
sight-seeing tours outside the 
capital Sanaa on hold as the 
country tries to avoid repeat 
of the kidnap of 17 elderly 
French visitors and protect its 
fledgling tourism industry. 

“All travel agents have re- 
ceived official memos barring 
them from driving tourists to 
remote areas unless they 
have received prior notifica- 
tion from the interior minis- 
try,” Mohammad Saleh, a 
travel agency boss, told AFP. 

The deputy head of Ye- 
men's tourism promotion 
bureau, Mohammad. Mutah- 
har, said “precautionary me- 
asures” had been taken to 
prevent any more abduc- 
tions. 

He said police officers had 
also begun carrying out long- 
distance surveillance on con- 
voys of tourists travelling to 
remote areas. 

The 17 French tourists 
were kidnapped by tribesmen 
last week as they returned to 
Sanaa from a sight-seeing 
tour to eastern Maarib pro- 
vince, and held captive for 
four days in the remote vil- 
lage of 'Ain Hadi. 

The kidnappers from the 
A1 Aslam tribe wanted to use 


them as bargaining chips to 
secure the release of a fellow 


tribe member, jailed three 
months ago for abducting an 


American national. 

But they were released safe 
■and well last Monday without 
the government yielding to 
the kidnappers' demand. 

“We hope this isolated in- 
cident will not affect the in- 
flux of tourists,” Mr. Mutah- 
har said. 

That might be a vain hope. 
Pascal Leduc, the French 
director of the Arabian Hori- 
zons Travel Agency in Sanaa, 
said a group of 50 French 
tourists had cancelled their 
March booking after bearing 
about their compatriots’ 
ordeal. 

“Reservations already 
dropped by 10 per cent,” he 
added. 

He believes the govern- 
ment should take action to 
turn the tide. “Police protec- 
tion should be called for 
potentially perilous locations, 
such as the ancient ruins of 
Maarib or Saada,” a moun- 
tainous region in the north, 
home to the last Yemeni 
Jews. 

Omar Mohammad Omar, 
who runs the country^ ^big- 
gest tourism agency A1 Ala- 
miya, worried that obvious 
security measures may be 
counterproductive and scare 
off tourists. 

“We do not ask for protec- 
tion, as such a move would 
negatively affect tourism,” he 
said, adding that checkpoints 
in remote areas would be a 


better way of keeping an eye 
on tourists. 

He also said the French 
kidnapping had not affected 
his company’s business. “We 
have 550 tourists coming 
from France, Britain and Ita- 
ly in February. 

At the Shibam agency, 
which organised the ill-fated 
French tourists’ trip, bosses 
too were trying to play down 
the potential fall-out from the 
kidnapping incident. 

“Kidnapping is recurrent. 
But this is the first time that 
such an operation has re- 
ceived Internationa] media 
attention,” said Ahmad 
Fadel of Shibam. 

The agency is expecting 10 
groups from Germany, Au- 
stria and France, a total of 
200 visitors, in February, he 
said. 

Tribesmen have frequently 
kidnapped foreign workers 
and tourists to make demand 
on the government, such as 
the retease kaf members from 
jail and compensation for oil 
projects ' on their land. 

Some 50 foreigners have 
been seized in 16 separate 
abductions since 1992, those 
all were released unharmed. 

The spotlight on Yemen’s 
problem with kidnappers has 
come at a bad time for the 
country, whose tourism in- 
dustry was just beginning to 
pick up after a May- July 1994 
civil war. 


ans. 

Hassan Ai Sarai, a Saudi 
citizen living in Pakistan since 
1990, faces an almost certain 
sentence of beheading by 
sword if convicted of involve- 
ment in the bombing. 

It is unclear what role Mr. 
Sarai is suspected of playing 
in the bombing. He was 
arrested earlier in the week 
by Pakistani federal agents 
acting on leads provided by 
Saudi security, a Pakistani 
Interior Ministry spokesman 
said Thursday in Islamabad. 

The state-run Saudi Press 
Agency quoted an unnamed 
Interior Ministry source, its 
term for a spokesman, as 
saying the suspect has been 
handed over to Saudi author- 
ities. 

He said this was in the 
framework of long-standing 
“security cooperation” be- 
tween the two countries. 

Pakistan said it had de- 
ported Mr. Sarai on Thurs- 
day, but Saudi authorities did 
not comment on the case 
until early Saturday as the 
weekend neared its end. 

After the Nov. 13 blast, 
Saudi authorities released a 
sketch of a mustachioed sus- 


pect who was seen by a wit- 
ness minutes before the blast 
It was not clear whether Mr. 
Sarai fits that description. 

The three-storey building 
targeted was the headquar- 
ters for a U.S. Army prog- 
ramme that provides Amer- 
ican military and civilian 
advisers to help train the 
Saudi Arabian National 
Guard. 

There has been no word on 
the affiliation of those re- 
sponsible for the blast. Suspi- 
cion has focused on Saudi 
dissidents frustrated with the 
government's heavy-handed 
policies towards its critics, or 
fundamentalists seeking to 
drive American forces out of 
the Gnlf. 

Agents from Pakistan's 
Federal Investigation Agency 
traced Mr. Sarai through im- 
migration records in the cen- 
tral Pakistani city of Lahore. 

Last month, Pakistani In- 
terior Minister NasiruIIah 
Babar met with Saudi offi- 
cials to discuss the case. 

Pakistani reports quoted 
officials as saying Mr. Sarai 
fought in Afghanistan during 
the early 1990s and has also 
supported militants in the dis- •* 
puted Kashmir region. 

Thousands of suspected 
militants from the Middle 
East flooded into Pakistan 
during the 1980s to fight with 
Afghan rebels against Soviet 
occupying forces in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan. 
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Pentagon stops buying 
U.S.-Israeli spy planes 


tatistics 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Pentagon has dropped plans 
to acquire unmanned “Hun- 
ter” spyplanes being jointly 
developed by Israel and 
the United States because of 
their limited capabilities, 
U.S. defence officials said on 
Friday. 

Defence Secretary William 
Peny told CNN Television in 
an interview en route to 
Switzerland on Friday that 
the Hunter unmanned intelli- 
gence drone was not competi- 
tive with other programmes 
in either performance or in 
meeting U.S. needs. 

The Hunter, being de- 
veloped by Israel Aircraft In- 
dustries Ltd. and the Amer- 
ican firm TRW Inc., is part of 
a broad $4.2 billion U.S. 
programme to build a whole 
family of new spy drones for 
joint use by the U.S. military 
services. 

The Defence Department 
in November suspended ac- 
quisition of the Hunter based 
partly on a report by congres- 


sional investigators that said 
the U.S. navy was dissatisfied 
because of weight and range 
restrictions. 

The Pentagon originally 
planned to purchase as many 
as 47 Hunters but fewer than 
10 have been produced. 
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The Pentagon last year 
used “Predator" spy drones 
based in Albania to fly over 
Bosnia, gathering infra-red 
and other intelligence on 
military activity there for 
U.N. peacekeepers. The Pre- 
dator flights are expected to 
resume in the coming months 
fp aid NATO' military 
peacekeepers in Bosnia. 
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.A report by congressional 
‘ investigators late last year re-* 
commended that the Penta-' 
gon halt acquisition of the 
Hunter for amphibious 
assault ships because of U.S. 
Navy objections. 

The Defence Department 
has been looking into 
variants of unmanned aerial 
vehicles 
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U.S. denies role in Saudi arms for Bosnia 


Mainists 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The State Department said 
Friday that it bad not backed 
Saudi Arabia's military assist- 
ance to Bosnia, in defiance of 
an arms embargo, but de- 
clined to say if Washington 
knew of the aid. 

The Washington Post had 
reported that Saudi Arabia 
channelled $300 million 
worth of arms to the Bosnian 
Muslims over three years in a 
secret programme that en- 
joyed tadt U.S. cooperation. 

Any arms deliveries to any 
of the factions in the former 
Yugoslavia would be in direct 
violation of a U.N. embargo.' 

State Department spokes- 
man Glyn Davies denied “the 
allegations that the U.S. gov- 
ernment was in any way in- 
volved with the reported 
Saudi programme to arm the 
Bosnian government.” 

“We did not cooperate, 


coordinate or consult with 
any government regarding 
the provision of arms to the 
Bosnians,” he said, adding 
that Washington had long 
considered them “victims of 
aggression." 

But he declined to say if 
Washington knew that Saudi 
Arabia had armed the Bos- 
nian Muslims. 

The U.N. arms embargo 
was declared on all sides of 
the fighting in the former 
Yugoslavia, but was widely 
considered to have hampered 
the Muslim-led government 
of landlocked Bosnia- 
Herzegovina the most. 

U.S. ships have partici- 
pated in a NATO blockade of 
the Adriatic, and if the U.S. 
•government had known of 
the violation it would have 
been required to report it. 

"It was always our policy 
to abide by the arms embar- 


go," be said. 

“In theory if we knew of 
any violation of the arms 
embargo, it would be through 
means that I can’t discuss,” 
he added, referring to U.S. 
intelligence services. 

A White House spokesman 
also denied the claim, saying 
“whatever the Saudis claim 
to have done “Was not in 
connect with us, with our 
approval.” 

"We have not in any way 
coordinated, endorsed, or in 
any other way encouraged 
other countries to violate the 
arms embargo,” the spokes- 
man said. 

The newspaper added that 
this aid came in addition to 
Saudi humanitarian aid to 
Bosnia, around $500 million 
over the past three years. 

A Saudi official quoted by 
the Washington Post said that 
this Bosnian arms program- 


me was similar to a program- 
me set up to back Muslim 
rebels battling Soviet troops 
in Afghanistan during the 
1980s. This operation was not 
officially supported by the 
United Stares. 

But, in contrast with 
Afghanistan, the Saudi offi- 
cial said, Washington did not 
finance the secret arms prog- 
rmame for Bosnia. 

“(The U.S. role) was more 
than just turning a blind eye 
to what was going on... it was 
consent combined with 
stealth cooperation. 

Most of the weapons were 
shipped through Croatia, the 
Saudi official was quoted as 
saying. He added that 
emergency deliveries were 
made at night to TuzJa- air- 
port. or other airport under 


Bosnia control. 
If tHe Saudi i 


If tHe Saudi reports prove 
to be true, the United States 


clearly took great care to 
respect the principle of 
plausible deniability by using 
intermediaries such as former 
military staff or intelligence 
agents, the Washington Post 
said. 

In an interview published 
this week, David Owen, the 
former EU negotiator for 
Bosnia, said he believed that 
Washington had probably 
supplied Bosnia and Croatia 
with arms, but that such an 
allegation was impossible to 
prove. 

Asked about future arms 
supplies to Bosnia after 
NATO’s Implementation 1 
Force pulls out in a year, the 
Saudi official said that his 
country was prepared to cov- 
er between 15 to 25 per cent 
of the cost, and that negotia- 
tions on the issue were cur- 
rently underway with 
Washington. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


easterly moderate. Temperatures 
arc expected io rise gradually effec- 
tive Monday. 

In Aqaba, winds win be norther- 
ly moderate to active and seas 
calm. 


Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy 847632 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 4 1 12 

Aqaba 111/20 

Deserts 2/14 

Jordan Valiev 8 / IK 


tRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Ounu 
Alquds pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. RandaShabm 995170 

KJialifch pharmacy VH54I? 


Repairs 6231(1! 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661 1 Ml 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 U I 

Water Authority 68010(1 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... (18-532(81 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-5320(1 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modern Hospital ((NJWOWU 
The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Surgery VtiSlOf 

TRBID; 

Prioress Basina Hospital . . (112)275555 
Greek Culhobc Hospital HE 1272275 

IhnAINafco Hospital (IC)247I0D 

AQABA: 

Ponces* Haya Hospital (03)3)41 ( | 


,7: <W Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

IHtOG Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

!f : ?5 Athens /RJ I 

J®-** Frankfurt (RJ) 

I™® Sakburg (add) (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

Vienna (RJ) 

881,0 Cairo ( RJf 


23^° Bangkok (RJ1 

^■*5 Sanaa (RJ) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 12. Aqaba IV Humidity 
readings: Amman 75 per cent. 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Showers arc expected in the east- 
ern arcus of the Kingdom with skies 
partly cloudy und winds south - 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs Hatasah 819220 

Dr. Bussam Karadshch 759200 

Dr. Munther AlQraini 77V9S9 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwad ...84607(1 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdbws pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascmu pharmacy 637(155 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department Mill I 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency IV9 

Rescue Police 192. 62111 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bunk 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuhBcSccsrily Deparfmcnf 630321 

Hotel Complaints 60580(1 


Price Complaints 661 176 

Water und Sewerage 


Water und Sewerage 

Complain Is 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(director/ assistance) 121 

Overseas Gdl> OHC.Kl 

Central Amman Telephone 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 641362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Pulcstinc. Shmcisuni 607(171 

Shtnuisuni Hospital ...669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hnspttul 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahduli 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664IM/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bushir, J. Ashrsifich 775] 1 1/26 

Army. Marks K916IIMS 

Queen Alia Hospital ... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 607 1 55 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zurqu National Hospital 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Otter Flights (Terminal 2) 

Sanaa (I Y) 

Shariqah. Bahrain (GF1 

!*“ Doha (07) 

Beirut (ME) 

; ■ Istanbul (TK) 

London. Beirut (BA) 

0,:2S Amsterdam (KL» 


Otter flights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut (ME) 

11:30 Sanaa I IY) 

11 JO Doha (GF1 

15:00 Doha (07) 

»*0S Moscow (SU) 

21:10 Cairo (MS) 

02:25 Amsterdam (KL) 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr/towcr price in fi b per kg. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal i) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights ' 1 

(Terminal 1) 


1 Bangkok (RJ) 

! AquhiifRJ) 

' JCddah (RJ | 

! Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Larnucj (RJ) 

1 Dhjhran. Riyadh (RJ) 

; Dubai. Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

' Beirut (RJ | 

' Ncw York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
1 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ)- 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Salzburg (add) (RJ) 

i?? VwnnnlRJ) 

JJlI* Rome! RJ) 

!!'S " Tu " ls - Casablanca (RJ) 

uyu Anisic roam. New York (RJ) 

Athens l RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai(RJ) 

Sjt! New Delhi (RJ) 

•• Jeddah (RJ) 

u: Damascus (Rj) 

“- 05 Singapore. Jakarta I RJ) 


Apple 7fW50n 

Banana 6301630 

Banana ('M ukammar) 5611/560 

Banana (imported) SXVdWl 

Cahhagc 70/50 

Carrol 200/120 

Cauliflower 1501100 

Cucumbers (large) 200/ 120 

Cucumbers (small) 370 / 260 

Eggplant 201 V 12(1 

Garlic 10 Q 0 /KW 

Grape Fnm 20IVI3) 

Lemon 330(2211 

Marrow (large) 150/100 

Marrow (small) 280/300 

Onion (green) 140/100 

Onion (dry) 22(8 ISO 

Orange 6WV4SI 

Pepper (hot) 500 /■#« 

Pepper (sweet) 500/4(10 

Potato an»i« 

Rudish I71VHX1 

String Beans 700 / 500 . 

Spanich 180/ F2U 

Tomato 140/9(1. 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February 4, 1996 ^ 




KING HOSTS IFTAR: His Majesty King Hussein Saturday hosts in the presence of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan an jftar banquet in hunour of representatives of Irbid and Ajloun gover- 
n orates. The banquet was attended by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, His Royal Highness 
Pnncc Faisal Ben AI Hussein, Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh, His Royal Highness Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad, the King’s military secretary, the King’s Private Chamberlain Prince Ali Ben Nayef, 
His Royal Highness Prince Firas Ben Raad, the King’s Advisor and Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh l/2cd- 
din Tamimi, the King's Advisor on Militarv AfTairs Sharif Fawwaz Zaben and the governors of Irbid 
and Ajloun. 'The King and the guests performed AI Maghreb prayers together (Petra photo) 


Statistics on ’minorities' - a guessing game 


Jordanians and Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin, would nut 
be in the interest of the coun- 
try. Dr. Alawin told the press 
last week that the number of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin would not be dealt with at 
all "because this issue can 
never be made final.” 

Jordan has absorbed a sig- 
nificantly large number of 
Palestinians over the past 48 
yean, most notably after the 
Arab- Israeli wars of 194S and 
1967. 

According to the 1994 cen- 
sus. around 200.000 Jorda- 
nian nationals, presumed by 
most to be of Palestinian 
origin, have returned to Jor- 
dan from Gulf countries fol- 
lowing the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Many Palestinians and Sy- 
rians also came to settle in 
Jordan, most notably in Salt, 
prior to 1948. However, for 
all intents and purposes these 
people have been considered 
East Bank Jordanians (i.c.- 
East Bank of the River Jor- 
dan). 

According to data col- 
lected by the Jordan Times 


[Continued from page 12) 

from community sources, 
other ethnic minorities in Jor- 
dan number as follows: 

— Jordanian Armenians 
number approximate!) 3500 
(0.08 per cent), according to 
Vahan Topalian, the bishop 
of Jordan. 

Bishop Topalian added 
that there were an additional 

2.000 Armenians living in 
Jordan, most of them trom 
Iraq, who do nut have Jorda- 
nian citizenship. 

— Jordanian Chechens do 
not exceed 15.000 (0.3 per 
cent) according to most 
sources contacted by the Jor- 
dan Times. However. Yousef 
Bilto. treasurer of the Society 
for the Friends of the Repub- 
lic of Chcchenya. maintained 
that the figure is between 

30.000 and 50,000 (0.7 per 
cent to 1.2 per cent). 

— Jordanian Circassians 
number 60,000 to 70.000 il .5 
per cent- 1.7 per cent) 
according to a senior source 
in the Circassian community 
who requested anonymity. 

— Jordanian Kurds num- 
ber around 7.00U (0.17 per 
cenr). according to Abdul 


Munim AI Kurdi, president 
of the Salah Eddin Ayoubi 
Society. 

— Jordanian Druze num- 
ber approximately 10,000 to 

22,000 (0.2 per cent - 0.3 per 
cent), according to Taysir 
Abu tiamdan,* author of 
"The Druze — Beliefs and 
Social Conduct.” However. 
Mr. Abu Hamdun stressed 
that the Druze community 
should not be regarded us a 
minority as they are Muslim 
Arabs. 

The percentage of minor- 
ities in Jordan, especially in 
relation to Christians. 
Chechens and Circassians, is 
currently uf significance as 
the government is proposing 
a new election law, raising 
the number of deputies in the 
next (13th) parliament to 100 
or 102 from the present 80. 

According to the govern- 
ment proposal, Christians 
will have two extra seats, 
raising the number from nine 
in the current parliament to 
II. 

Circassians and Chechens 
will obtain an extra seat, giv- 
ing them u total of four. 


Islamists likely to withhold confidence 


"mind" the participation of 
independent Islamists in the 
new government but that 
they “hoped there will be 
positive response” by the 
government to safeguarding 
public freedoms. 

In response to the IAF 
leaders* queries over the 
proposed election law, which 
has been severely criticised 
by many politicians, intellec- 
tuals and columnists, Mr. 
Kabariti promised to intro- 
duce a new law that ensures a 
fair representation for all 
Jordanians, Dr. Farhan said. 
Mr. Kabariti showed under- 
standing to all of the front's 
demands, especially vis-a-vis 
public liberties, he added. 

“The government should 
pay greater attention to giv- 
ing more freedoms to profes- 
sional associations, activating 
the rule of law. solving the 
problem of unemployment, 
and, most of ail, alleviating 
its campaigns against political 
parties,” Dr. Farhan said. 

“If you are asking me ab- 
out our major concern, it is 
(hat about fair and free par- 
liamentary elections (which 
are scheduled to be held in 
1997).” Dr. Farhan said. In 


(Continued from page I) 

brief. Dr. Farhan said, the 
front “is interested in a 
strong and dean government 
that will fight corruption.” 
Dr. Farhan did not say 
whether his group would vote 
for or against Mr. Kabariti's 
government in the Lower 
House of Parliament, or raise 
the possibility of abstaining 
but IAF Deputy Bassam 
Emoush (Zarqa) told the Jor- 
dan Times yesterday that his 
16-member bloc is likely to 
deny Mr. Kabariti the vote of 
confidence. He, however, in- 


sisted that cooperation be- 
tween the new government 
and the Islamists will be en- 
hanced. “Most probably we 
will withhold confidence 
from the government," Dr. 
Emoush said. He did not 
explain why. 

“It all depends on the final 
make-up of the government, 
Although we are all keen on 
preserving the country's in- 
terests," Dr. Emoush said. 
"(Mr. Kabariti) showed 
readiness to cooperate and 
we respect that.” 


Peres hints at early election 


(Continued from page I) 


"It had a certain sen- 
timental flavour, as we were 
talking in exactly the same 
room where we met two 
years ago,” he said. "At that 
time the situation was rather 
precarious. The room looked 
different." 

Asked to sum up the tone 
of his talks, he said: "A fair 
dimate exists between us." 

But in a sign of the dis- 
agreement which will exist 
between them, he dismissed 
Palestinian claims on Bast 


Jerusalem — which were 
reasserted by Mr. Arafat dur- 
ing the day — were a 
"dream." 

"He has the right to have 
his own dreams. For dreams 
you need only one party. For 
an agreement you have to 
have rwo parties.” 

The Palestinian leader had 
earlier spoken to business 
leaders of his plans to host a 
meeting of the World Econo- 
mic Furum in “the Holy City 
of Jerusalem.” 



EXHIBITIONS 

♦Paintings exhibition “A Moment of Dream” by Amer Bani Yassin at 
the Housing Bank Complex (until Feb. 5) 

* Printmaking and paintings by Jordanian artist Yasser Dweik at Darat 
AI Funun, Jabal Luweibdeh. Also display ing paintings and sculptures 
by contemporary artists (until Feb. 18). 

• * Plastic (abstract) art exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery, L r mm Utheina (until Feb. 6). 

♦ Paintings by Amer Bani Yassin — “A Moment of Dream” at the 
Housing Bank Complex (until Feb. 5). 


Jordan, 
PNA seek 
to advance 
trade ties 

AMMAN (J.T. J — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb and Palestin- 
ian Minister of Finance 
Mohammad Nsishashibi 
Saturday announced that 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
have agreed to intensify 
trade talks over the next 
few weeks. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said the 
meetings are needed to dis- 
cuss bilateral ties and the 
effect of economic develop- 
ments on their relations at 
the regional level in order 
to advance such relations 
and build an effective, inte- 
grated economic relation- 
ship beween the two sides, 
according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The agency said the two 
ministers discussed mea- 
sures to stimulate trade and 
the implementation of the 
bilateral agreements they 
have signed so far. 

Chargd d’ Affaire of 
Palestinian embassy in Jor- 
dan Omar Khatib was earli- 
er quoted as saying .that the 
PNA was satisfied with the 
level of coordination 
between the two sides. 


Ministry 
prepares 
for Mecca 
pilgrimage 


AMMAN (Petra) — Only 
those Jordanians bom in 
1938 and earlier will be 
able to perform this year's 
pilgrimage to Mecca 
towards the end of April. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam Abbadi said among 
those eligible, priority will 
be given lo Muslims per- 
forming the pilgrimage for 
the first time. Dr. Abbadi 
said the ministry has so far 
registered 16,000 worship- 
pers for this year's pilgnm- 
age. 

The minister said women, 
usually accompanied by- 
males other than their hus- 
bands, have also been reg- 
istered for the pilgrimage. 
The minister said the 
round-trip cost for bus 
transportation to Mecca 
and Medina is JD 125. 


Cargo transport starts from 
Aqaba to Eilat - official 


AQABA (Petra) — The 
Aqaba Pons Corporation 
fAPCi starred transporting 
Israel-destined cargo from 
Aqaba to Eilat by trailers 
shuttling between’ the two 
ports. APC Director Gener- 
al Dureid Mahasneh 
announced Saturday. 

Dr. Mahasneh said the 
transport of all kinds of 
cargo arriving at Aqaba and 
destined for Israel and the 
Palestinian -velf-rule areas is 
under arrangement. He 
added that it is hoped that 
Aqaba will become a transit 
point for inland traffic. 

Jordan’s transport agree- 
ments with the Palestinian 
National Authority iPN'Ai 
and Israel aiicw for direct 
overland transit activities 
between Jordan and the 
other two parties, said Dr. 
Mahasneh 

Meanwhile Minister of 
Transport Samir Kaw jr 
was quoted by Reuter as 
saying that the port of 
Aqaba will handle goods 
from the Far East and arcas 
east of the Suez Canal 
bound for Palestinian lands 




Dureid Mahasneh 

and Israel 

Mr. Kawur said Jordan 
has been working to raise 
the efficiency of its only 
port and restructuring 
prices to lower its service 
rates which would allow it 
to compete with other pons 
in the region. 

In addition, Dr. Mahasneh 
said APC is negotiaxiing 
wuh Egyptian authorities to 
start a maritime transport 


route directly linking 
Aqaba with the Suez Canal 
pons of Pen Said and 
Oumyat. 

The two sides are aiming 
ai an greement to reduce 
tolls charged by the Suez 
Canal Authority on cargo 
passing through the canal 
and heading to or coming 
from Aqaba, Dr. Mahasneh 
added. 

He said the .APC. in coop- 
eration with the Japanese 
government, has conducted 
a comprehensive study for 
promoting the port's ser- 
vices until the year 2000 
taking into consideration 
expected increases in traffic 
and transit activities. 

The Japan-funded plan, 
said Dr. Mahasneh. seeks to 
expand port activity and the 
operations of the free zone, 
eventually raising the port's 
annual capacity to 36 mil- 
lion tonnes, up from 30 
million. 

He said the APC's 1995 
revenues were S5.5 mil- 
lion. up by 13.5 per cent 
over 1994. 


New airline launches Amman-Aqaba 
shuttles; fare raised to JD 50 round-trip 


By P. V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Royal Wings. 
Jordan's new airline 
designed to operate shon- 
hatil flights, will launch 
shuttle services between 
Amman and Aqaba begin- 
ning Feb. 10 and is also 
planning to operate an 
Amman-Tel Aviv service 
stoning in about two 
months. 

Ahmad Quntar, general 
manager of Royal Wings, 
said the airline w- uld opr*r. 
ate a Canadittn-buih De 
Havilland Dash-8- JU0 
plane with a 50-seat capac- 
ity for the twice daily 
Amman-Aqaba flights. 

Amman’s old airpon at 
Marka will be the base of 
operations for the airline, 
which has been formed 
with a eye on the increasing 
tourism traffic involving 
Jordan. 

Aqaba-Amraan tickets 
will cost JD 25 one-way 
and JD 40 for round-trip if 
the return flight is on the 
same day, Mr. Quntar told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

Royal Jordanian, the 
Kingdom's flag carrier, 
now operates on the same 
route. RJ fares will remain 
JD 18 for an Amman- 
Aqaba round-trip until Feb. 


10. When Royal Wings 
Likes over these flights reg- 
ular round-tnp airfare (not 
returning the same day ) 
will be raised to JD 50, RJ 
ticketing officials said. 

For the moment RJ fully 
owns Royal Wings, which 
will be formally established 
and will operate as an inde- 
pendent entity after formal- 
ities are completed, RJ effi- 
cials said. 

The new Amman-Aqaba 
flights will be operated in 
close coordination with RJ. 
the officials said. 

“There will not be any 
conflict of interest." com- 
mented an RJ official 
adding - that RJ plan s 
would continue to fly large 
groups to and from Aqaba 
out of the Queen Alia 
International Airpon. 

RJ flights to Aqaba and 
back operate out of the 
Queen Alia International 
Airpon, about 30 kilome- 
tres south of Amman. For 
Amman residents. Royal 
Wings flights out of Marka 
would mean cutting about 
30 minutes of driving both 
ways. 

Mr. Quntar said Royal 
Wings hopes to acquire 
another Dash-S-300 turbo- 
prop plane early next year 
and to eventually introduce 
shuttle flights to and from 


Damascus. Baghdad and 
other .Arab capitals in the 
region. 

“We have to closely study 
the supply and demand sit- 
uation before launching 
such flights." said Mr. Qun- 
tar. 

The capital and equity 
participation of Royal 
Wings have not yet been 
finalised, but the airline 
will start the Amman- 
Aqaba flights as scheduled 
on Feb. 10 under an 
arrangement with Arab 
Wings, Jordan s first char- 
ter carrier. 

Mr. Quntar said Royal 
Wings would offer 45 job 
opportunities in the initial 
stage before expanding 
operations. 

An RJ-Royal Wings team 
is expected to visit Tel Aviv 
on Monday for negotiations 
with Israel’s Arkia airline 
on operating Amman-Tel 
Aviv flights. 

Mr. Quntar said Royal 
Wings was expecting to 
operate five flights every 
week between Amman and 
Tel Aviv under reciprocal 
arrangements with Arkia. 

The flights could start by 
April, cutting down travel 
time between Amman and 
Tel Aviv to around 20 min- 
utes from the present sever- 
al-hour overland trip across 


the northern and southern 
border openings between 
‘ Jordan and Israel. 

"The fare (for Amman- 
Tel Aviv flights) has to be 
negotiated with Arkia," said 
Mr. Quntar. 

Arkia is one of Israel’s 
prominent private-owned 
airlines operating short- 
haul routes, including Tel 
Aviv-Eilat flights. Accord- 
ing to Israeli sources, Arkia 
is ready to launch Amman 
flights as soon as it reaches 
an agreement with Royal 
Wings. 

The Ministry of Transport 
said last week that it was 
waiting for a Royal Decree 
to be issued endorsing the 
transport agreement signed 
between Jordan and Israel 
on Jan. 16 before giving the 
green light to transport 
companies to launch direct 
overland bus and taxi ser- 
vices between the two 
countries. 

Under the agreement, 
such services, including air 
flights as stipulated in an 
annex on civil aviation, 
could stan in 30 to 45 days 
from the day the Royal 
Decree is issued approving 
the accord. 


Tourism should be spread year-round; Jordan could emerge 
as centre for international conferences, says minister 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The solution 
to the see-sawing occupan- 
cy rate at Jordan's hotels 
rests mainly through 
spreading tourism around 
the year and attracting 
regional and international 
conferences to be held in 
the Kingdom, according to 
Minister of Tourism Abdul 
llah Khatib. 

It is only during peak 
tourism seasons — mid- 
M:ireh to end of May and 
mid-September to end of 
November — that Jordan- 
ian hotels find it difficult 10 
meet the demand for rooms 
while they have enough 
vacancies during the off- 
pcak seasons, the minister 
said. 

During the peak seasons, 
"we realise that we need 10 
increase our hotel capaci* 
tv," said Mr. Khatib in an 
interview with the Jordan 
Times. As such, "the chal- 
lenge before our private 
sector is to work for 
spreading the traffic 
throughout the year." 

“Our weather allows for 
tourism round the year," 
said the minister. "It 
should nut be an obstacle at 
aH." 

Upgrading Jordan's sta- 
tus as a regional conference 
centre "is an :ire:t where we 


really need to work very 
closely," he said, adding 
that die government was 
drafting plans to build a 
conference and exhibition 
complex in Amman and 
another in Aqaba. 

But the private sector will 
have to come up with 
financing for the projects, 
since “we believe that the 
government should not 
invest in any such facility, 
and it is totally up to the 
private sector to invest in 
such projects." 

Mr. Khatib said the total 
number of tourists coining 
to Jordan in 1995 were 
1,073,000, representing a 
25 per cent increase over 
1994. The number does not 
include transit visitors, 
those who pass through 
Jordan to Syria or Iraq or 
any other neighbouring 
country. 

The minister said it was 
difficult to set a definite 
figure as to the country's 
tourism revenues but said 
the 1995 figure mentioned 
during budget discussions 
in Parliament was S723 
million. 

Industry expens say the 
actual tourism revenues of 
the country during the year 
were around $800 million, 
including money spent by 
people who do not belong 
to the strictly tourism cate- 
Rory. 



Abdul llah Khatib 

Mr. Khatib said tourism 
"has started to emerge as a 
leading economic sector” 
ofJordan in the wake of the 
signing of the peace agree- 
ment between ^e King- 
dom and Israel in October 
1994. 

“We hope it will develop, 
and sustainable develop- 
ment is achicvcJ. a devel- 
opment that Like'* care of 
creating more jobs for Jor- 
danians and creating for- 
eign exchange eam.ings for 
the country," the minister 
said. 

At the same time, the 
authorities are seeking to 
ensure that "we can pre- 
serve our archaeological 


and natural wealth as fur as 
the environment and poten- 
tial of our sites are con- 
cerned." 

However, the number of 
tourists visiting Jordan 
"has not reached a point 
where we should be really 
scared" of damage to the 
environment. said Mr. 
Khatib. 

“We are now getting to a 
normal situation where, we 
hope, we w ill reach a cer- 
tain level of tourist flows 
where we can efficiently 
manage our sites in a way 
that takes care of the 
preservation," he said. 
"Tourism, by definition, 
means consumption, and 
we have to be very careful 
about the preservation and 
maintenance of our sites. 

“We need to adhere to the 
carrying capacity of the 
sites, particularly the sensi- 
tive ones such as Petra for 
instance, like Jerash. like 
Wadi Rum and some other 
sites which arc environ- 
mentally and naturally sen- 
sitive. We need to care 
about the number of visi- 
tors allowed into these sites 
on a daily basis.” 

Regional competition in 
the tourism sector need not 
be seen as bad for any indi- 
vidual country, according 
to the minister, since com- 
petition "will shape up the 
performance of the people 


in the industry." 

Mr. Khatib described as 
highly successful the joint 
tourism packages offered 
by the airlines of Jordan 
and Israel. Royal Jordanian 
and El AI, to American 
tourists. "We will continue 
it and will also offer similar 
packages to other mar- 
kets,” he said. 

Under the joint packages. 
American tourists could fly 
to an Israeli uirpon aboard 
El AI. spend some time in 
Israel and then visit Jordan 
before flying out of a Jor- 
danian airpon aboard 
Royal Jordanian. 

Tile minister said there 
was "strong international 
interest" in investing in 
Jordan’s tourism industry, 
mainly visible in the hotel 
sector. As an example he 
cited the four hotel projects 
on the Dead Sea shore 
involving Jordanian firms 
with American, Swiss. 
French and German part- 
ners. 

In addition, he said, 
international chains such as 
Hilton, Sheraton, Hyatt. 
Holiday Inn and Accor 
were also involved in hotel 
projects in Jordan. 

The ministry has received 
some proposals from Arab 
investors to set up transport 
companies, but "l have not 
yet seen concrete projects 
yet,” he said. 




4 World News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February 4, 1996 



Mutinying Guinean troops 


shell presidential palace 


' CONAKRY (R) — 

'Mutinous soldiers in Guinea 
repeatedly bombarded 
President Lansana Conte's 
. palace Saturday as a pay 
dispute turned into a coup 
attempt 

Mr. Conte told French 
radio that loyal troops had 
repulsed three attacks on his 
• palace by besieging rebels 
j during the night but he 
remained in control. 
Shelling was kept up during 
the morning. 

Shell fire set the palace 
ablaze Friday night and hos- 
pital sources put the death 
toll in the fighting at more 
than 20, mostly civilians, 
with dozens of wounded. 

“For the moment, until 
now I have the power that 
the people granted me,” Mr. 
Conte, who seized power in 
a 1984 army coup and won 
disputed elections in 1993, 
told Radio France 
International. 

The rebels controlled the 
deserted centre of the main- 
ly Muslim west African 


country's capital Conakry 
Saturday, witnesses said. 
Several shops were looted. 

Diplomats reported the 
sound of gunfire from the 
airport, which was closed, 
state radio played military 
music. 

At least 12 people were 
killed Friday when a tank 
fired a shell into a crowd 
close to the presidential 
palace. 

On Friday, Mr. Conte met 
the mutineers’ demand that 
he sack Defence Minister 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Abdourahmane Diallo. a 
close associate, and 

promised their demands for 
more pay would be met. 

Mr. Come himself 

appealed to the mutineers 
Friday to return to their bar- 
racks. “I have been 

informed that there are 
some soldiers who are dis- 
rupting the situation in tbe 
country by trying to seize 
power,” he told state radio. 

“As far as your demands 
for wages and supplies are 


concerned, you will be sat- 
isfied by Monday. As for 
those who want to take 
power, leave them to me, 
they will see,” he added. 

Aid workers said foreign 
residents bad taken refuge 
in embassy compounds. 

The revolt was west 
Africa's third in three 
weeks. 

In Niger last Saturday, tbe 
armed forces chief over- 
threw civilian President 
Mahamane O us mane, say- 
ing a political power strug- 
gle that had virtually paral- 
ysed government threatened 
chaos. Six soldiers died in 
the fighting. 

In Sierra Leone on Jan. 
16. military leader Captain 
Valentine Strasser was top- 
pled by bis deputy, 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, 
in a peaceful palace coup. 

Guinea, a bauxite produc- 
er with a wealth of unex- 
ploited minerals and pre- 
cious stones under its soil, is 
currently observing the 
Muslim fasting month of 


Ramadan. 

Its parliament has beard 
calls from both tbe opposi- 
tion and the presidential 
majority for something to 
be done to improve the lot 
of the poorly paid soldiers. 
Civil servants received an 
18 per cent pay rise in 
January, but the army did 
not. 

Mr. Conte seized power in 
tbe volatile, impoverished 
country in an army coup in - 
1984, after the death of 
Marxist leader Ahmed 
Sekou Toure, who ruled 
from independence* from 
France in 1958. 

Scores of people were 
killed during campaigning 
for a December 1993 presi- 
dential election which 
returned Mr. Conte to power 
amid opposition charges of 
massive ftaud. 

Parliamentary elections in 
June 1995 passed off more 
peacefully and the country 
bad been relatively calm* 
since then. 



President Bill Clinton gestures while delivering a speech on education and the future 
as he campaigns in Concord, New Hampshire friday. Mr. Clinton, who faces no seri- 
ous opposition for the Democratic presidential nomination, is nonetheless cam- 
paigning in New Hampshire as a large field of Republicans compete for the 
Republican nomination (Reuter photo) 

Clinton: U.S. headed in right direction 

.SALEM, N.H. (R) — . President Bill 


China threat spurs Asian arms race Maccanico 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
threat of China's military 
build up has spurred other 
Asian countries, from 
Indonesia to Japan, to rearm 
at a rate not seen since the 
cold war, analysts here say. 

“A major reason (for the 
arms build up) is that man y 
of these Asian countries 
have become richer and 
now have money to buy 
weapons,” said Masashi 
Nishihara, chief researcher 
at Japan’s National Institute 
for Defence Studies. 

“But another big reason is 
China's perceived military 
build up which is wortying. 
China is seen as a growing 
threat,” Mr. Nishihara 
added. 

Regional arms purchases 
have not yet reached an 
alarming level, analysts say. 

Bu: they point out that 
many Asian countries are 
actively acquiring sophisti- 
cated military hardware, in 
stark contrast to most 
Western countries, which 
generally have been slash- 
ing military budgets since 
the end of the cold war. 

Singapore increased its 
military expenditure 91 per 
cent from 1985 to 1994 in 
real terms, while South 
Korea boosted spending 59 
per cent o ver die same peri- 
od and Japan's defence bud- 
get was up 58 per cent. 

The Philippines increased 
spending 37 per cent over 
the period, while Thailand's 
was up 35 per cent and 
Taiwan’s 31 per cent, 
according to international 


studies. 

Tbe threat of China in the 
regional balance of power 
materialised last year in the 
Spratly Islands when terri- 
torial markers put up by the 
Chinese Navy on a disputed 
shoal were blown up by the 
Philippines. 

The Spratlys, which are 
believed to sit atop large oil 
deposits, are also claimed in 
whole or in part by Brunei. 
Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Vie tnam 

Chinese activity near the 
islands was “a big shock for 
ASEAN (Association of 
South East Asian Nations) 
as well as for other coun- 
tries, including Japan,” a 
Japanese diplomat said. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia. Malaysia, tbe 
Philippines. Singapore. 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

Tensions between Chini 
and Taiwan have con- 
tributed to a sense of insta- 
bility in Asia, particularly 
since Beijing has repeatedly 
said that it does not rule out 
using force against the 
Taipei government if it 
declared independence 
from the mainland or in the 
case of foreign interference. 

China's armed forces suf- 
fer from a high level of 
obsolete equipment despite 
declared annual defence 
spending increases around 
20 per cent, albeit amid 
high inflation. 

But analysts said real 
defence spending by China 
was difficult to estimate due 
to a lack of transparency in 


accounts and a modernisa- 
tion drive within the navy 
and the air force. 

China has bought state-of- 
tbe art weapons from 
Russia, including powerful 
Sukhoi-27 fighter planes 
which it reportedly plans to 
assemble itself later. 

Tbe current military 
build-up in Asia began in 
the mid 1980s. amid tension 
triggered by the Vietnamese 
invasion of Cambodia and 
with the former Soviet 
Union then still wielding 
mighty influence in the 
region. 

Both of these threats have 
disappeared and China now 
seems to have taken the role 
of potential threat to region- 
al security. •. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs Winston 
Lord said last week in 
Manila that the mainland 
Chinese were “clearly 
building op tbeir capability 
for the Taiwan Strait, for the 
South China Sea.” 

The Japanese government 
has made regular official 
requests to Beijing for 
greater transparency of its 
military programme. 

Defence analysts said that 
the regional military build- 
up is also fuelled by compe- 
tition for prestige among 
ASEAN members and by a 
market which rewards pur- 
chasers — including politi- 
cal leaders — with hefty 
commissions for large con- 
tracts. 


resumes 


talks 


on 


new Italian 
government 


Poll shows bigger lead for Spain’s PP 


MADRID (R) — Spain's centre-right 
Popular Party (PP) is widening its electoral 
lead over the ruling Socialists ahead of a 
March *3 general election, according to a 
public opinion poll published Saturday. 

The poll, in the Catalan regional newspa- 
per El Periodico, gave the PP 42 _5 per cent 
of the vote, 11 points more than the embat- 
tled governing party with 3 1.8 per cent. 

It showed the Communist-led United Left 
(TU) with 12 per cent and the Catalan 
Coalition with 4.4 per cent 
The survey, conducted by Vox Publica on 
Jan. 30 and 31, asked 2,028 registered vot- 
ers which party they were going to vote for 
in the upcoming election. 

Two earlier polls, one done by the gov- 
emment’s Statistics Bureau and one pub- 


lished in an anti-government newspaper, 
put tbe PP ahead by 6.9 points and 10 points 
respectively. 

Most Spaniards, no matter how they plan 
to vote, believe the PP will unseat the 
Socialists after 13 years in power, the poll 
showed. 

PP leader Jose Maria Aznar has been 
pushing his Conservative Party to the polit- 
ical centre to capture votes from a growing 
part of the population that has tired of the 
scandals and corruption that taint the 
Socialists. 

In June 1993, the last general election, the 
Socialists took 38.7 per cent of the vote and 
the PP had 34.8, while the IU got 9.6 per 
cent and the Catalans had 4.9. 


Possible witness in Samper drug 
probe shot dead in Colombia 


BOGOTA (R) — The wife 
of an alleged Colombian 
dreg trafficker who officials 
said could have been a key 
witness in the snowballing 
drug probe of President 
Ernesto Samper has been 
found shot dead, police said 
Friday. 

They said the body of 
Elizabeth Montoya De 
Sarria was found in an 
apartment in the capital 
Thursday, riddled with a 
dozen gunshot wounds in a 
gangland-style slaying. 

A shadowy group calling 
itself “Dignity For 
Colombia”, which in the 
past has issued demands 
that Mr. Samper step down 
because of charges his cam- 
paign used drug money. 


for 


claimed responsibility 
tbe killing. 

Mrs. Montoya's body, 
identified by forensic 
experts, was found after 
witnesses called police to 
report a shooting and a burst 
of gunfire on the street 

It was found alongside the 
body of Humbeito Vargas 
■ Rojas, Mrs. Montoya’s 
apparent companion or 
bodyguard. 

A report from city police 
said Mr. Vargas had been 
shot six times in the head 
and once in the face. 

Mrs. Montoya. 46, had 
been summoned by the 
prosecutor-general’s office 
to testify as part of the 
investigation into alleged 
Cali cartel funding of Mr. 


Samper's campaign. 

Described by a source 
close to Prosecutor-General 
Alfonso Valdivieso as a 
potentially key witness, she 
had recently dropped out of 
sight and never responded 
to the summons. 

A group calling itself 
"Dignity For Colombia” 
claimed responsibility for 
the killing in a telephone 
call to a Bogota-based tele- 
vision news programme. 

A spokesman for the pro- 
gramme. who asked that it 
not be identified by name, 
told Reuters a caller speak- 
ing in the name of the group 
warned that Mr. Valdivieso 
and Police Chief General 
Rosso Jose Serrano could 
be among its next victims. 


ROME (R) — Prime 
Minis ter- Designate 
Antonio Maccanico re- 
sumed talks with parties 
Saturday on forming a new 
government as ex-Premier 
Silvio Berlusconi denied 
reports that he wanted a 
“political” rather than 
“technocrat” cabinet. 

Mr. Maccanico. a 71- 
year-old master political 
fixer, was appointed by 
President Oscar Luigi 
Seal faro Thursday to try to 
end the crisis that has 
gripped Italy since techno- 
crat Prime Minister 
Lamberto Dini's govern- 
ment resigned on Jan. 1 1 . 

He has made broad back- 
ing. as well as a cross-party 
deal to pursue a drive to 
rewrite the constitution to 
ensure stability, the condi- 
tions for forming Italy’s 
55th post-war government. 

Mr. Maccanico said 
Friday, his first day of 
talks, that he had found 
common ground among 
parties for an accord. 

But newspapers reported 
Saturday that the main 
blocs — Berlusconi’s cen- 
tre-right Freedom Alliance 
and the centre-left Olive 
Tree — were divided over 
the nature of the new cabi- 
net 

They said that Mr. 
Berlusconi and his main 
ally. far-right leader 
Gianfranco Fini, wanted a 
'political” cabinet with 
ministers from tbe parties 
as opposed to the centre- 
left’s preference for a pure- 
ly “technocrat” govern- 
ment like Mr. Dini's. 

But Mr. Berlusconi 
dimissed the reports, say- 
ing: “I have no idea where 
this ghost came from. We 
are here to talk about the 
main point, which is 
reform. 

Mr. Maccanico, essen- 
tially a technocrat who has 
served as a behind-the- 
scenes power-broker and 
minister of institutional 
reforms, is due to continue 
his talks Sunday, to be fol- 
lowed by a second round 
on the make-up of the gov- 
ernment. 

His chances of success 
have been boosted by signs 
of consensus between the 
rival blocs on the need for 
parliament to revise the 
constitution to achieve the 
political stability that has 
long eluded Italy. 

After meeting Mr, 
Maccanico Saturday, Se- 
nator Francesco Tabladini 
said his federalist Northern 
League would “wait and 
see” on deciding whether 
to support the government 
but added; 

“There is a general fear 
of elections, and this could 
have an influence on the 
chances of forming a new 
government “ 


Clinton, unchallenged in the New 
Hampshire's first-in-the-nation primary but 
unwilling to give the political pulpit to 
Republicans, Friday said tbe nation was 
moving “in the right direction” and vowed 
to do more if re-elected. 

Id New Hampshire appearances, the 
Democratic president avoided the strident 
rhetoric of tbe Republicans battling to chal- 
lenge him and instead stressed improve- 
ments in the economy and reductions in tbe 
crime and welfare rates since his election in 
1992. 

“1 say to you, as you look ahead, the issue 
is what should we do now,” be told an 
enthusiastic crowd packed into the Salem 
High School Gymnasium. 

“I would argue we should build on the 
successes of the last three years ” he said, 
“and keep going in tbe right direction until 
we have dealt with these problems in an 
adequate fashion, until we have seized our 
opportunities.” 

Mr. Clinton Saturday concludes a two- 
day trip to New Hampshire, a state known 
for its demanding primary process — one 
that has ended the budding political dreams 
of some and given new life to those of oth- 
ers, including his own. 

“Every four years, this state performs a 
very valuable function for the rest of the 
country,” Mr. Clinton said in Concord, 
where he shook countless hands, posed for 
pictures and patiently worked friendly 
crowds. 

“In the New Hampshire primary system 
you have the opportunity to ... hold people 
who would seek the nation’s highest office 
accountable to the citizens who are ulti- 
mately in control of our destiny ” 

In Nashua, Mr. Clinton took part in a 
round-table discussion that stressed the 
need to obtain the education needed to face 
the technological demands of the emerging 
workplace — something Mr. Clinton has 
pushed since entering the White House. 

Mr. Clinton’s visit to the snow-covered 
state, which holds the nation's first primary 
on Feb. 20, was in sharp contrast to the bat- 
tle he faced four years ago, when be was 
fighting for his political life after allega- 
tions of marital infidelity. 

His second-place finish in that contest 
was enough to stabilise his faltering cam- 
paign and put him on the road to the 
Democratic nomination and, ultimately, the 
White House. 

This time around, he faces no serious 
challengers for his party's nomination, only 
the sniping of nine Republican candidates 
vying to square off against him in the 
November election. 

Mr. Clinton, who will not formally 
announce his candidacy for a second term 
until the spring, came to New Hampshire to' 
counter their attacks on him. 

Throughout bis daylong appearances, Mr. 
Clinton raised such issues as the education- 
al challenges facing young Americans and 
efforts to protect the environment, but made 
no direct mention of flat taxes, the topic 
dominating the Republican debate. 

Millionaire publisher Steve Forbes has 
skyrocketed from political obscurity and 
become a threat to the front-runner status of 
Senate majority leader Bob Dole by advo- 
cating a simple flat tax to replace the com- 
plex U.S. tax codes. 

Mr. CliDtoo. while not rejecting the idea 
of a single tax rate for all. has said he has 
not seen any proposal that would success- 
fully abolish the budget deficit while pro- 
viding adequate funding for vital pro- 
grammes. 

The president repeatedly pointed to 
improvements in the economy since he was 
elected in 1992, reminding voters that he 


bad not ignored his old campaign vow to 
work on fixing the nation’s troubled econo- 
my. The White House, to reinforce the 
claim, issued a release noting that the 
unemployment rate in New Hampshire, 7.6 
percent in 1992, has fallen to 3.2 per cent. 

Forbes under attack 
Meanwhile Mr. Forbes, the political 
novice whose scathing TV ads have made 
him a leading contender for the Republican 
presidential nomination, became the chief 
target Friday of his rivals, who allege he is 
not a true conservative. 

The millionaire publisher -said at a cam- 
paign stop he must “confess” one charge 
against him was true: Yes, he did err and 
support a liberal plan for national health 
care in 1973. but he said it was a youthful 
“mistake.” 

Attacks on Mr. Forbes, considered a long- 
shot just months ago until his TV attacks on 
opponents and advocacy of a simple 
income tax system gained him national 
attention, dramatised the fact (hat he is nq.w 
the hottest item on the Republican presi- 
dential campaign bail. 

Major newspapers delved into his wealthy 
background and national television pro- 
grammes featured him in a way that moved 
him from a political novelty to a serious 
contender. 

Enthusiastic crowds and a large contin- 
gent of reporters followed the heir to the 
Forbes family publishing fortune. Rivals 
tried to knock him from his second place in 
polls behind the leader. Senate, majority 
leader Bob Dole. 

Campaigning in this frigid farm state, 
which holds presidential preference voting 
caucuses on Feb. 12, one rival, Texas Sen. 
Phil Gramm, told hospital workers Mr. 
Forbes was not the conservative be claims 
to be in a party where conservatives domi- 
nate the presidential nomination process. 

Sen. Gramm called Mr. Forbes a “moder- 
ate Republican” in the mode of the late 
Nelson Rockefeller, also a multi-millionaire 
whose liberal policies were despised by 
conservatives. He gave as an example 
columns Mr. Forbes wrote in 1973 for the 
business magazine bearing the family name 
that supported the sweeping national health 
care plan of Democratic Sen. Edward 
Kennedy, held up as the Senate’s most lib- 
eral voice. 

Mr. Forbes, 48, asked about the Gramm 
charge on a radio talk show, readily admit- 
ted he backed the Kennedy plan. 

“In terms of the Teddy Kennedy health 
plan, when I was 25 years old, I will con- 
fess that I endorsed it,” he told a radio 
caller. “But unlike some in public life, I 
changed my mind very quickly, I realised 
very quickly that that would be a disaster. 
And so for tbe last 20 years I have been 
fighting government encroachments on 
health care. 

“So, yes, one time, when I was fresh out 
of college, I did but I changed my mind,” he 
continued. “And I'm free to admit it unlike 
the Washington politicians — they never 
tried to admii they've ever made a mistake 
— I did on that one ” 

But Sen. Gramm said “this is not an iso- 
lated incident — this is a case where Steve 
Forbes has over 20 years written editorials 
that reflect his record just as votes in the 
House and Senate represent my record and 
just as votes in the Senate and House repre- 
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sent Bob Dole's record.' 

Other presidential candidates have also 
been taking pot shots at Mr. Forbes, includ- 
ing former Tennesse Gov. Lamar 
Alexander, who calls Mr. Forbes* flat tax 
plan “nutty,” and Sen. Dole, who has said 
Mr. Forbes is untested and has 
ideas. 


‘risky” 



Senate Republican leader Bob Dele (left) and millionaire publisher Steve 
remained locked in a close race m the crucial (Irst-in-tlfe-natinn J * 5 F prbes 
Hampshire. New Hampshire Republicans vote for their presiden7i^n7 ° f New 
President Bill Clinton on Feb. 20 (Reuter photo) p dcnljal nom,nee «0 face 


Boys held on 
Internet-inspired 
bomb plot 


NEW YORK (R)- Three 
13 -year-old boys have been 
accused of plotting to blow 
up their school after learn- 
ing how to build a bomb 
over the Internet The boys 
were arrested after other 
siudents at Pine Groye 
Junior High School in 
Minoa, New York, heard 
rumours of their plans and 
police were alerted, said 
Capt. William Bleyle of the 
nearby Manlius Police 
Department The boys 
planned to break into the 
school and plant a home- 
made fertiliser bomb in the 
office, he said. One of the 
boys admitted they learned 
how to build tbe bomb 
from instructions on tbe 
Internet, the global 
puter network. 
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Briton walks his 
way into a job in 
France 


LONDON (R) — An un- 
employed gardener who 
walked 250 kilometres to 
London for an interview 
after social security offi- 
cials refused to pay his bus 
fare bas been rewarded 
with a job at a hotel in 
Corsica. Chris Owen’s trek 
from Cumbran in Wales hit 
the headlines after the 
opposition Labour Party 
took up the 26-year-old’s 
case in parliament and 
accused Prime Minister 
John Major's government 
of being uncaring. His 
social security office had 
refused to pay the £11 
($16.72) bus fare for the 
French job interview under 
a scheme designed to help 
the unemployed travel to 
find work. 
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Finger licking 
good meal for 
quick cat 
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CHRISTCHURCH, New 
Zealand (AFP) , — A very 
quick cat sparked a bizarre 
police search after its 
owner found it was chew- 
ing on a finger, the 
Christchurch Press news- 
paper reported here. 
Quoting an unnamed 
police official, die newspa- 
per said the cat’s owner 
noticed her cat chewing 
away on something and on 
closer inspection discov- 
ered it was a fitiger. She 
telephoned the police who 
took the matter in hand, so 
to speak, and set out to fin- 
ger the digit-less owner. 
The press said they went 
door-to-door in tbe city 
suburb of Rangiora to find 
the owner of tbe 
appendage. About an hour 
later, and several doors 
down from the cat’s home, 
a man was found in his 
backyard working away 
with a heavily bandaged 
hand. He admitted having 
lost his finger after cutting 
it off in a bandsaw two 
days earlier. The cat appar- 
ently was quick to pounpe. 


; Ti'.'r- 


iasvi; \ 

385 i Ci-Tf" 
•: _• 
‘‘or 

'SBizr.t 
‘itfaiiv- - 

■tHtre T- Sra-.. 


it li> — 
leierj— v. 

If, h; 


3*8*5.*.. a ; 

ififn-r K A| “ 

•inT" ,n »n »H£ 


Stephen Fry takes 
on film role as 
Oscar Wilde 




Attain: 


LONDON (R) — Fey 


&!» hr.rr 


British actor’ Stephen Fry, 
who last year fled from a ^key 

' and 


stage role after bad 
reviews, said Wednesday 
he would star in a film 
about the gay 19th-century 
writer Oscar Wilde. Fry 
will play Wilde, a famed 
wit and dandy, who was 
imprisoned for two years in 
1 895 for homosexual 
offences. The Irish-bora 
playwright’s social stand- ..Kor^ ' ^ 
ing never recovered and he ;*s Co^^cia 



died in exile in France in did 
1900, but his novels and ^Hqqj comb; 
plays remain extremely ^ 0r tuae 
popular. “It is a part I have *as n : lr °us fi, 
hoped to play for many a rl 1 facir, 
years.” Fry, who describes •^Sa.,P^ 1 ese c 
himself as a celibate, said ’ ^onr> v - 
in a statement. Fry is best J j r 
known for his role as the J Sjjj‘ n 

butler Jeeves in the British Jan 1 


_ N« 

i 


.. Wig 

television series Jeeves w 
And Wooster based onjfy 
novels by P.G. Wodehouse. .% » 

He fled to Belgium bstjtf 9 P&n f 0r ‘ ' 
February after critics W n 

panned his performance in; An3 v aprw 
the play Cell Mates at ajC^aid^ 
London theatre. He was,^ di Su .^; c 
missing for three daysV £ v ieti m 
before he contacted 
agent saying he wasa “silly ip a *9 

old fool” suffering ftooAlbJP 
stagefiright. a - wh e - 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, February 4, 1996 
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Actor and dancer Gene Kelly died February 2 at the age of 83. Kelly is shown in his 
most famous scene from the 1952 Him Stagin' In The Rain (Reuter photo) 

Reagans and Hollywood mourn 
death of film legend Gene Kelly 


LOS ANGHI.ES (Rj — Hollywood 
Saturday mourned the death of film legend 
Gene Kelly, who put blue collar into the 
black lie genre of song and dance movies, 
(he day after the cinema giant died peace- 
fully in his sleep. 

“Hey, who else do you know who par- 
layed an umbrella and wet loafers imo toe 
greatest movie moment of all time.” Bob 
Hope said in a tribute to his longtime 
friend, referring to possibly Kelly's most 
famous film. Singin' In The' Rain. " 

Former first lady Nancy Reagan, who in 
her years as an actress worked w ith Kelly as 
a contract artist at MGM in Hollywood's 
early days, said, “Gene Kelly was a friend 
to Ronnie and me for many years. We go 
back a long way to our treasured days at 
MGM, where Gene and I were privileged to 
be pan of that special studio family. 

“Gene will forever be remembered as a 
true genius of entertainment. There wasn't 
anything he couldn't do and do well. He 
made you believe that Hollywood really 
was a magic place. 

“Ronnie and I enjoyed every movie Gene 
made, but one of our all-time favourites has 
to be An American In Paris. The song. Our 
Love Is Here To Stay, has always had spe- 
cial meaning to us — we've sung it at our 
anniversary celebrations for years. 

“We will miss Gene, as will his admirers 
around toe world and all who loved him. 
Our hearts go out to bis wife. Patricia, and 
bis family.” 

Younger stars, as well as Kelly’s contem- 
poraries, also paid tribute. Pop superstar 
Michael Jackson, who modelled many of 
Kelly's steps from the 1940s and '50s into 
his own unique style of dancing in concerts 
and video tapers, said, “Gene Kelly was a 
superb dancer, singer, choreographer, actor, 
director and gen tie man. He is and will 
always remain an inspiration." 

Kelly, also remembered for a number of 
classic films, died in his sleep Friday morn- 
ing at age 83 with his third wife Patricia by 
his bedside at his home in Beverly Hills. 
His publicist, Warren Cowan, said the star 
succumbed to complications from two pre- 
vious strokes. 

“He was active and enjoyed it and is 


going to he terribly mi-.sed — one of the 
last of the legends." said Mr. Cowan. 

Kelly's agent and longtime friend. Mon 
Viner, said; “His final days were constantly 
downhill with health problems. 

Hope, a veteran entertainer, remembered 
Kelly not only for his dancing but for his 
varied skills. “His style, technique and 
innovation changed the world of dance in 
American films. 

“What a talent. A dance instructor and a 
chorus boy with a degree in economics who 
gave more talent to the big screen than 
almost anyone I know," said Hope in a ref- 
erence to Kelly’s early life before he 
became a Hollywood legend. 

Kelly's 1952 Singin’ In The Rain which 
he co-directed, contains one of 
Hollywood's most enduring images, as 
Kelly sings and dances with an umbrella as 
his partner in a downpour. 

“The high point of solo screen dancing is, 
of course, ringing around the lamp post in 
the rain in Singin' In The Rain, said Charles 
Champlin. former ans editor of the Los 
Angeles Times. “I think it’s an absolute 
masterpiece of the dance form and it hap- 
pened to happen in toe movies." 

Kelly, who came from working-class 
roots in Pittsburgh, was a dance instructor 
before going on to perform on stage in New 
York. He was a member of a Broadway 
chorus line in I93S, and by 1941 had a star- 
ring role in Pal Joey. 

Famed director David SeLznick spotted 
Kelly in Pal Joey, signed him and brought 
him to Hollywood. 

Kelly went on to became one of 
Hollywood’s biggest stars in the 1940's and 
50’s with such films as On The Town and 
Singin* In The Rain — he also co-directed 
Chi The Town — and An American In Paris, 
an ambitious musical set to toe music of 
George Gershwin, which won eight 
Academy Awards, including best movie, 
but none for Kelly. 

However, he did win a Special Academy 
Award in 1951 “in appreciation of his ver- 
satility as an actor, singer, director and 
dancer, and especially for his brilliant 
achievements in toe an of choreography on 
film.” 


N. Korea says no famine 
but need aid — report 
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TOKYO (R) — A senior 
North Korean official has 
said his country needed 
more aid to combat a 
serious food shortage fol- 
lowing disastrous Hoods 
but was not facing a 
famine, a Japanese daily 
reported Saturday. 

The economic 
Nihon Kei2ai 
quoted Ri Song Dae, 
chairman of North 
Korea’s External 

Economy Commission, 
as asking Japan for more 
food aid! 

° sl - ytc&. *We greatly appreciate 
P-^icie* 5 . your (Japan’s) aid and we 
io ■ nave finished distributing 
aI !LivJ iV them to the victims of the 
is^Jjjif' floods,” Mr. Ri told the 
Cell ■ ii; ' Nihon Keizai in an inter- 
in Davos, 
for , ^Switzerland, where he 
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was attendine the World 
Economic 'Forum of 
financiers, businessmen 
and sovemmeni officials. 

-As for us. the more 
additional aid the belter, “ 
Mr. Ri said. 

In the latest Hood-relat- 
ed aid from North 
Korea's traditional ene- 
mies. the United Slates 
Friday announced it was 
extending $2 million 
through Ihe World Food 
Programme to North 
Korea. 

The L’.S. announce- 
ment followed a meeting 
in Honolulu last week 
between officials from 
the United States. South 
Korea and Japan on how- 
to respond to North 
Korea's food situation. 
The meeting ended with 


no obvious agreement. 

Responding to South 
Korea’s claims that ihe 
North was diverting food 
aid for military stock- 
piles. Mr. Ri said; "They 
arc only trying to shift 
ihe world’s attention 
away from us. We are a 
socialist country and dis- 
tribution is equal. And 
there is no famine.” 

Souih Korea has criti- 
cised Japan's moves to 
extend more rice aid 
directly to North Korea, 
.saying it should be in 
agreement with the 
South. 

South Korea has said it 
was looking for signs of 
detenic before shipping 
its own nee aid to iis hos- 
tile neighbour. 


Sri Lanka buries bomb victims 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Funerals got underway in 
the Sri Lankan capital 
Saturday for the victims of a 
truck bomb as the city 
remained on red alert for 
more Tamil rebel attacks, 
police said. 

Dozens of burials and cre- 
mations of those killed in 
Wednesday’s devastating 
bomb attack on Sri Lanka's 
financial hub in downtown 
Colombo were carried out, 
witnesses said. 

There were no funerals 
Friday because most people 
in this mainly Sinhalese 
Buddhist nation believe it is 
inauspicious for the dead to 
be buried Fridays. 

Police said 79 bodies had 
been found so far and anoth- 
er 10 persons had basn 
reported missing after the 
attack which brought down 
pan of the 1 1 -storey central 
bank and chaired about It) 
other buildings in toe neigh- 
bourhood. 

The government has 
accused (he separatist 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam lLTI"E> of bombing 
the financial centre. The 
Tigers arc leading a guerril- 
la campaign for a separate 
homeland fur minority 
Tamils. 

All toe damaged buildings 
in downtown Colombo have 
now been checked for bod- 
ies trapped under the debris, 
a police spokesman said. 
However, the basement of 
the hank was yet to be 
cleared. 

The severely damaged 
Intercontinental Hotel has 
now been turned into a 
make-shift police post to 
provide permits to owners 
of damaged buildings to 
begin their own salvage 
operations, police said. 

The Colombo Fort Police 
Station which is located 
near the financial centre was 
also badly damaged. 

“We are now getting those 



Sri Lankan soldiers patrol Janadhipathi Mawaiha, the main road running through Colombo's financial district, 
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Saturday while the devastated Central Bank building lies in ruins behind. Security in the city centre and through- 
out the capital remains tight in the aftermath of Wednesday 's bombing, which claimed as many as 80 lives (Reuter 
photo j 


who operated businesses in 
the urea to come in and 
speed up the clearing opera- 
tion.” Colombo Police 
Chief T. M. Dissunayake 
said. “All emergency plans 
are now being carried out." 

The entire city centre has 
been cordoned off by police 
and troops armed with auto- 
matic weapons to keep 
away site -seers and prevent 
looting. 

TIkhi sands of soldiers and 
police armed with automat- 
ic rifles were deployed in 
and around Colombo's 
Independence Square w here 
President Chandrika Kuma- 
raiunga is due to attend Na- 
tional Day celebrations 
Sunday. 

Policemen were being 


brought in from the pro- 
vinces to reinforce toe city 
during the celebrations mar- 
king the 4Sto anniversary of 
independence from Britain, 
police said. 

Acting Police Inspector- 
General Mitra Arivasinghe 
said an additional deputy 
inspector general had been 
appointed to co-ordinate 
security arrangements in the 
capital in v sew of the Tiger 
threat. 

Gen. Ariyasinghe denied 
press repons that police 
looted ca^h from toe central 
bank shortly after the blast 
which also triggered fires in 
many buildings and left 
over 1 ,40ft people wounded. 

“We have no complaints 
of any looting.” Gen. 


Ariyasinghe said. The state- 
run Daily News Saturday 
quoted an unnamed eyewit- 
ness as saving that police- 
men helped themselves to 
cash and threatened bank 
guards who tried to stop 
them. 

The government says res- 
cue operations were ham- 
pered due to (he lack of 
proper equipment and 
brought toe Colombo 
Municipal Fire Brigade 

under air force conrrol in a 
bid to revamp the service. 

Power and Energy 

Minister Anuruddha 

Ratwatte said the govern- 
ment would also arrange 
alternate office space tor 
banks, international airlines 
and other commercial estab- 


lishments affected by the 
bombing. 

"The government will get 
the basic facilities like elec- 
tricity and telephones 
organised immediately," 
Mr. Ratwatte told reporters 
here. "We warn to recon- 
struct and rebuild the city 
centre as soon as possible." 

Mr. Ratwatte, who is also 
the junior defence minister, 
said the president had 
agreed to pay compensation 
to those not adequately cov- 
ered by insurance. 

The government said that 
it had arrested two Tamil 
men who had confessed to 
being memb ers of the sepa- 
ratist" LTTE and taking part 
in bombing toe central 
bank. 


Northern Ireland rivals 
bewail forum setback 

BANDON. Ireland (R) — Rival Northern Ireland politi- 
cians united in voicing disappointment Saturday at the 
refusal of the IRA’s political wing to agree that toe people 
of the British province should agree on their own future. 

Leading represenatives of the province’s Irish nationalist 
and pro-British Unionist parties said at a rare meeting in 
the Irish Republic that Sinn Fein’s position was a blow for 
democracy in the troubled province. 

"1 think it is a major setback," Ken Maginnis of toe Ulster 
Unionist Party (UUP) told reporters on arrival for a one- 
day “encounter group” meeting of politicians from all sides 
in Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

Joe Hendron of toe moderate Social Democratic and 
Labour Party (SDLP) said toe Sinn Fein stance was a “set- 
back" which could have been predicted because of the slow 
pace of an Anglo-Irish attempt to forge a lasting settlement. 

They were commenting on Sinn Fein's refusal to endorse 
a core recommendation of a Dublin think-tank which said 
majority consent should be a governing principle in shap- 
ing a lasting settlement for Northern Ireland. 

Sinn Fein believes that this will only entrench the veto 
Protestant Unionists have over toe reunification of Ireland 
and say they should bow to the consent of the people of the 
whole island of Ireland, who want to see reunification hap- 
pen. 

Mr. Maginnis said Sinn Fein's refusal to endorse toe 
report of toe Dublin National Forum for Pfeace and 
Reconciliation showed it was still outside mainstream Irish 
politics despite a 16-momh-old ceasefire by its IRA guer- 
rilla supporters. 

“It indicates the extent to which they are politically iso- 
lated, not just in Northern Ireland but throughout Ireland," 
be said. 

The Dublin Forum was set up by the Irish government to 
ease Sinn Fein’s entry into mainstream politics after its 
IRA backers declared a ceasefire in a 25-year war against 
Britain. 

Mr. Hendron said: “It will make it very difficult for Sinn 
Fein's leaders, Gerry Adams and Martin Mcguinness." 

They are demanding official recognition from Britain and 
all-party talks by the end of this month. 

But Mr. Hendron linked toe Sinn Fein move to Britain’s 
refusal to convene all-party peace talks until toe IRA dis- 
arms, which the guerrilla army refuses to do until the talks 
are held. 

Mr. Hendron said the IRA and its Protestant loyalist 
rivals declared ceasefires 16 months ago in toe belief that 
this would gel their political representatives invitations to 
all-party talks to secure a permanent peace. 

“When the IRA called their ceasefire they were given to 
understand that there would be all-party talks." he said. 

He was speaking 24 hours after gunmen sprayed auto- 
matic fire into the house of a sleeping pan-time Nonhem 
Ireland policeman in one of toe worst arracks since the 
ceasefires. 


Bangladesh gripped by another strike 


DHAKA (.AFP) — An 
eight-hour general strike 
called by Bangladesh’s 
major * opposition parties 
against Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia’s government 
paralysed the capital Dhaka 
Saturday. 

There was no immediate 
report of violence as police 
and paramilitary troops 
patrolled roads gridlocked 
with tooosands of pedal 
rickshaws and vans, which 
replaced public transport, 
witnesses and police said. 

In downtown Motijheel 
district strikers exploded 
several home-made bombs, 
but no casualties w’ere 
reported. 

Major markets and 
schools remained shut but 
offices and banks were 
preparing to gradually 
reopen as the stoppage, toe 


opposition's fifth this year, 
was expected to wind down 
in the early afternoon, they 
said. 

Other Bangladeshi cities 
and towns are not affected 
by the strike, called by 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed’s 
Awami League and two 
other opposition parties to 
protest alleged police vio- 
lence on Dhaka University 
campus during Mis. 
Khaleda’s visit to a nearby 
academy Thursday. 

Two days of campus vio- 
lence and clashes with 
police following the visit 
left some 200 people 
injured and resulted in some 
100 arrests. 

The opposition-backed 
students’ demonstrations 
followed Mrs. Hasina’s call 
to disrupt toe premier's 
campaigning for opposi- 


tion-boycotted parliamen- 
tary elections. on Feb. 15. 

The Awami League, along 
with the Jatiya Party of 
jailed former President 
Hussain Mohammad 
Ershad and fundamentalist 
Jamaat-E-lslami Party has 
been spearbeading a 22- 
month protest demanding 
Mis. Khaleda and her 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party government resign. 

The opposition wants 
elections to be held under a 
caretaker administration, 
claiming fair polls under 
Mrs. Khaleda are impossi- 
ble. 

Mrs. Khaleda dissolved 
toe 330-seat parliament in 
November and has contin- 
ued as interim premier, dis- 
missing calls for a caretaker 
government as unconstitu- 
tional. 


Hutu rebels raid Burundi capital 


BUJUMBURA (R) — Hutu 
rebels attacked a suburb of 
the Burundian capital 
Bujumbura bur security 
forces drove them off after a 
two-hour battle, a senior 
military officer said. 

“We’ve driven the rebels 
out of Kamenge in a mili- 
tary operation," Coir —an - 
darn Edouard Nybigera told 
Reuters Friday nighL 

The rebels had infiltrated 
Kamenge. a northern sub- 
urb, to attack army and 
police positions Friday- 
night, he said. 

Commander Nybigera 
gave no details of casualties 
from toe two-hour clash. 

The virtual civil war in 
Burundi pits rebels from toe 
Hutu majority against toe 
Tutsi-dominated army, with 
civilians often caught in 
between. 

More than 100.000 people 
have been killed in ethnic 
violence since toe 1993 


assasination of Hutu Presi- 
dent Melchior Ndadaye. the 
country's last freely elected 
leader, by renegade Tutsi 
soldiers. 

'The rebels infiltrated the 
suburb tonight to attack 
military positions outside it. 
We've pushed them out — 
we’ve won." said 
Commander Nybigera. who 
commands a 1. 350-strong 
force of gendarmes. 

Defence Ministry spokes- 
man Lieutenant-Colonel 
Longin Minani downplayed 
the clash, saying: “The 
rebels fired at our position 
to remind us that they were 
there, and we responded to 
remind them that we were 
here." 

Reporters estimated sev- 
eral thousand rounds of 
automatic rifle lire were 
exchanged and heard pro- 
longed bursts from heavy 
machine guns from both 
sides. 


The fighting quickly 
spread into the neighbour- 
ing suburbs of Mutanga 
north. Kinama, Nyakabiga 
and Rohero 2, they said 

The rebels last attacked 
toe capital between Dec. 6- 
10. when they were also 
repulsed from toe northern 
suburbs. 

U.N. military sources esti- 
mated 53 people were killed 
and 8,500 civilians fled 
their homes during the 
December violence. 

In a related development, 
a U.N. team assessing the 
feasibility of providing 
guards for aid workers fin- 
ished its week-long visit to 
Burundi Saturday. 

Last month U.N. Secre- 
tary General Boutros Ghali 
proposed that security 
guards and a peacekeeping 
force be deployed to project 
aid workers and prevent 
full-blown warfare between 
Hutus andTutsis. 


Russia to change tack in'Chechenya — general 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
commander of Russian 
troops deployed in the trou- 
bled southern Republic of 
Chechenya said Saturday 
there would be a complete 
change in Russian policy 
there, the Interfax News 
Agency said. 

General Vincheslav Ti- 
khomirov said Russian poli- 
cy would undergo “a 180 
degree” mm, possibly indi- 


cating Moscow' would with- 
draw iii troops, the agency 
said. 

He said talks were under- 
way between Moscow and 
the pro- Russian Chechenya 
government of Doku 
Zavgayev on a plan to with- 
draw Russian soldiers from 
the republic which has been 
in turmoil in a separatist 
rebellion for toe last year. 

"It js still too earlv io set a 


precise time-table for an 
army withdrawal." Gen. 
Tikhomirov said. 

Interax, quoting sources 
close to the Chechen gov- 
ernment, said: "The with- 
drawal of the Russian army 
could be pan of an accord 
between Moscow and 
Grozny on a special status 
for Chechenya." 

Russian Nationalities Mi- 
nister Viacheslav Mikhailov 


said Saturday Moscow- 
wanted a “peaceful settle- 
ment” in Chechenya. He 
said Russian President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin was in favour of 
such a solution. 

Mr. Zavgayev. who was 
installed by Moscow as it 
moved in troops to crush the 
uprising, said Friday that 
Russian troops would soon 
be out of Chechenya 
“because we are moving 


towards a stabilisation." His 
comments were backed by 
Mr. Mikhailov Saturday. 

Mr. Zavgayev indicated 
this could happen in the 
next two to three weeks. 

Moscow poured troops 
into the Caucasus republic 
in December 1994 to crush 
a secession bid. but has 
come under criticism both 
at home and abroad for its 
hardline tactics. 
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Old ties and new shapes 


THE VISIT by a Russian flotilla of 10 warships 
to two Syrian ports few days ago signals a return 
to “business as usual” between Damascus and 
Moscow after a hiatus of several years. Syria and 
the former Soviet Union eqjoyed the best of 
relations for several decades on all levels includ- 
ing military, political, economical and cultural. 
It is no coincidence then that Russia should seek 
to reestablish former and traditional ties with 
countries that once enjoyed special relations with 
Moscow even daring the communist rule. “We 
want to express onr desire to promote coopera- 
tion with countries which existed a long time ago 
and with those which made new offers to develop 
cooperation,” commented Russian Admiral Igor 
Kasatonov, after the docking of the Russian ships 


in Syrian harbours. The admiral went on to 
confirm that his country wishes to reestablish its 
presence in the Mediterranean. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin has made 
several moves in recent days to replace liberal 
and Western-oriented officials by traditional and 
hard-line people. The replacement of Western- 
oriented Andrei Kozyrev by former communist 
spy chief Yevgeny Primakov was but one exam- 
ple of the new trend in Russia. Even in economic 
policies and practices there are ample signs that 
Moscow is reconsidering its post-communist 
stances and abandoning reforms that were prom- 
ised to Washington, die European Union and 
World Bank. 

These developments suggest that notwithstand- 
ing the collapse of the communist order in the 
former USSR, Moscow will continue to pursue its 
interests by cultivating again traditional ties and 
cementing old relations with former allies like 
Syria. This means that Moscow will not sit idly 
by and let events ran their coarse in the Middle 
East without an important role for it. It also 
means that Rnssia may be prepared to play a 
spoiler’s role if It does not receive a piece of the 
international cake. Holding hands with President 
Hafez Al Assad now in the midst of his crucial 
peace talks with Israel may not only strengthen 
the hands of Syria but also offer Moscow a trump 
card which it can use elsewhere in its internation- 
al relations especially with the major capitals of 
the world. Before we know it, Russia could be 
back occupying a pivotal role in world affairs in a 
manna" not different from its role under com- 
munism. The only factor that is keeping Moscow 
away from its traditional place is its poor 
economic performance, a problem that it had 
experienced before and still suffers from in spite 
of the advent of the free enterprise system. 
Should the picture change, something which does 
not appear to be likely, the Russian Federation 
would be able to regain its superpower stature. 
Anything less than that would keep Moscow a 
second class superpower. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i daily demanded that the next 
government in Jordan give priority to domestic issues for 
which, he said, urgent solutions are needed. To win the 
confidence of the man in the street, the new government 
should embark on serious efforts to tackle internal affairs 
which have been overlooked for a long time, said Sultan 
Al Hatiab. What the Jordanians want is to see govern- 
ment tackle domestic issues at the political, social and 
economic levels and an end to government confronta- 
tion with the media and Parliament so as to ensure 
national unity, demanded the writer. On the external 
front the writer said, the new government must mend 
fences with the Gulf states, Syria and Iraq through a 
well-defined policy conducted with courage and firm- 
ness. Criticising the outgoing government the writer 
said that in the recent months the government failed to 
live up to the expectations because it considered any 
opposition or disapproval of its policies as an opposition 
to peace, and criticism levelled at its members as criti- 
cism of the state as a whole. He said that the outgoing 
government members lacked harmony in their relations 
and experience and political vision, that reflected nega- 
tively on its performance. 


A COLUMNIST for Al Dustour reflected on Parlia- 
ment work, noting that deputies have recently been 
focusing attention on issues of concern to their respec- 
tive districts, demanding that the government take 
speedy action in handling them. Hardly a session is held 
without witnessing criticism by deputies of govern- 
ment's policies or demands for better services for citi- 
zens in the various districts; therefore, the government 
and Parliament ought to create a joint follow up commit- 
tee to pursue efforts towards solving these problems, 
giving priority to the most urgent questions over others, 
said Mohammad Daoud. If matters are left the way they 
are. without a responsible body to follow up on solu- 
tions. said the writer, nothing can be achieved, and the 
deputies’ demands will not be met. Lauding the deputies' 
efforts to highlight Jordanian citizens’ complaints and 
requests to the government, the writer said additional 
attention should be turned to the problems of the remote 
regions which have been victims of neglect for years. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Al Fanek 


International trade — only 


viable way for Arab region 


THE VOLUME of inter- Arab trade is depressing. It does 
not exceed nine per cent of the Arab’s international trade, 
and 12 per cent if the exports and imports of oil are 
excluded. 

Arab economists has always been calling for raising 
this percentage and encouraging trade exchange among 
Arab countries, but to no avail. Last week, the president 
of the Jordanian Association of Chambers of Commerce 
and the president of the Amman Chamber of Commerce 
once again called for enhancing inter-Arab trade. 

Politics of course has something to do with this shame- 
ful situation. Bad relations between Arab regimes, which 
is the norm not the exception, reflect badly on economic 
ties. Arab economists repeatedly called for the neutralisa- 
tion of economics from politics but their calls fell on deaf 
ears. 

However, the main reason underlying this weakness in 
inter-Arab trade may be the similarity of the Arab 
economies. Agricultural production, for instance, in 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon is almost the same. 
Light industries in the countries of the Levant, the Arabi- 
an Peninsula and Egypt are about tbe same. Ihe 
economies of North African countries are, to a certain 
extent, copies of each other, geared towards tbe integra- 
tion with the European markets. 

In general, Arab production capabilities are competitive 
rather than complementary to each other It is difficult, 
almost impossible, to call for economic specialisation 
among independent and sovereign countries in the 
absence of a central authority which can coordinate pro- 
duction, secure justice and anange compensation for sac- 
rifices. 

This may be the main factor behind the decline in inter- 
Arab trade. Appealing to pan-Arabism and national feel- 


ings is nonsense. Trade is not based on feelings but on 
material interest and financial calculations. 

Even Jordan, which has the highest Arab trade percent- 
age of all other Arab countries, does not claim mat it is 
behaving in this way due to national considerations. 
Objective factors -compelled Jordan to have a substantial 
portion of its trade with the Arab World. True, Jordan 
exports most of its vegetable surpluses to tbe Gulf states 
and Lebanon, but only because of failure to penetrate the 
European market Jordan has no alternative but to import 
oil from Arab countries because there is no other avail- 
able source of cheaper oil. 

The future trend is towards the withdrawal of the stare 
from direct decision making in the foreign trade sector in 
most Arab countries. Leaving this activity to the private 
sector, which follows the signals of the market and the 
calculated profitability and feasible opportunities, may 
reduce the negative effect of politics. 

However, we should be realistic and not expect a jump 
in the inter-Arab trade, neither now nor in the future, 
because when it comes to imports, Arab markets are folly 
oriented towards Europe, America and South East Asia. 
.Arab export commodities are almost confined to petrole- 
um and phosphate; the markets for these commodities are 
international. 

Arab markets, therefore, are condemned to dependence 
on international markets whether we like it or not 

Inter-Arab trade has no future. We had better realise this 
fact and start looking forward towards stronger links with 
the international markets, especially when we join the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), formerly known as 
GATT. From now on, trade has no national boundaries, 
the globe is our market, competitiveness and relative 
advantage should be tbe name of tbe game. 


Blue skies in Palestine 


and now the real work 


By Flora Lewis 


JERUSALEM — It took 
□early 18 years after the 
Camp David Israeli-Egypt- 
ian peace treaty to carry out 
its provisions for Palestin- 
ian autonomy and elec- 
tions. That should be a 
caveat about expectations 
for a foil, definitive settle- 
ment bepveen Israelis and 
Palestinians by the three- 
year deadline for negotia- 
tions set to start in May. 

None of the really hard 
issues — borders, refugees, 
settlements, water, Jeru- 
salem — has yet been 
addressed. During the cam- 
paign for the 88-member 
Palestine Authority, which 
has just been chosen, it 
even became evident that 
Yasser Arafat — now pres- 
ident-elect — won’t have 
an easy time fulfilling his 
pledge to remove clauses 
on the destruction of Israel 
from the PLO’s charter by 
March 20. 

His overwhelming victo- 
ry, and the big voter 
turnout except where 
Israeli troops got in the 
way. showed the great 
majority 'of Palestinians 
now do support the drive 
for peace. For the first 
time, it gave him undisput- 
ed legitimacy as the voice 
of Palestine and the inter- 
locutor with Israel. 

And it gave Palestinians 
the proud right to say they 
conducted the most democ- 
ratic elections ever held by 
Arabs, though that isn’t 
saying as much as it 
should. Perversely, it was 
the widespread complaints 
about the high-handed 
authoritarianism of Mr. 
Arafat's Fateh organisation 
that showed how seriously 
people do want the guaran- 
tees of democracy, “not 
like in other Arab coun- 
tries." several told me. 

That is going to be part of 
the trouble. Neither alti- 
tudes nor everyday lives 
have basically changed. 
Mr. Arafat hasn’t done a lot 
to persuade his people of 
the need for compromise. 
Even on the purely rhetori- 
cal issue of changing the 
charter, they said: “What 
will we get for it?" Few are 
aware that it was a condi- 
tion for what has already 
been achieved and that if it 
is not fulfilled, there is a 
real risk of blocking the 
whole process. 

Mr. Arafat is caught in 
the democratic bind of 
negotiating. His con- 
stituents want him to be 
tough: their only argument 
is how intransigent. But he 
won't get anywhere with 
Israel if he holds out for 


maximum goals. 

Tbe elections, an essential 
mile-stone, were a peculiar 
mix of a national referen- 
dum and a choice of repre- 
sentatives. Tbe large corps 
of more than 700 
international monitors, in 
which I participated, treat- 
ed them as a more or less 
normal political procedure, 
if a historic first, and paid 
attention to J the usual 
requirements against fraud 
and intirnidation. There 
were lapses, but not so 
many as to invalidate 
results. The polling offi- 
cials were conscientious. 


town euphemistically 
called a “settlement” but 
which looks like a suburb 
in any Western country. It is 
a different world from the 
Arab towns and villages, 
with (rim new houses, 
paved streets, plenty of 
lights. 

In Ariel, a pretty blond 
barmaid, recently emigrat- 
ed from Finland, -casually 
summed up the whole con- 
flict when I asked what she 
thought of the Palestinian 
elections. “They want to 
make a country here. How 
can they when we already 
have a country?” 


‘Tf mutually acceptable success is 
achieved, Palestine could become a bea- 
con for the Arab World, as it has been a 
consuming, emotional torch for at least 
two generations . Palestinians and Israelis 
have to work it out with each other, but the 
world can't set their conflict aside as just 
cleaning up. They are only beginning to 
resolve it. ” 


Bur for the voters, the big, 
overriding issue was, as 
one schoolteacher told me 
with excitement, that the 
Palestinians are making 
their country. She, like 
most, was foil of expecta- 
tions. 

I was assigned to monitor 
polling stations in Sal fit a 
rural district near the Green 
Line with Israel. You can 
see Tel Aviv from the hills. 
And you can’t help seeing 
Ariel, a new hilltop Israeli 


That has been the central 
issue all along. The Oslo 
accords were a way of 
sidling up to it Agreements 
are based on ambiguities. 
Few are ready for clarity. 
There are endless argu- 
ments at each step, some- 
times over absurd trivia. 

Only the day before the 
elections was the issue of 
the hole in Jerusalem ballot 
boxes settled. Israel con- 
sented to allow a small per- 
centage of Arab Jeru- 


salemites to vote in the city, 
but only in post offices, on 
the pretext that they would 
be mailing their ballots and 
not establishing Palestinian 
rights within city limits. So 
Israeli officials said the box 
should have its slot in tbe 
side, like a postbox, while 
Palestinian authorities said 
rid, in the top. They com-- 
-promised: It was on the 
edge. 

Even such a ridiculous 
detail is considered highly 
symbolic, by both sides. 
What has been achieved, 
essentially mutual recogni- 
tion, is irrevocable, but 
momentum is still precari- 
ous. Tbe big breakthrough 
has yet to come. 

There were torrential 
rains and a snowstorm just 
before, but election day was 
bright blue. Perhaps it was 
an omen. The serious dis- 
turbances that had been 
feared were averted. Impor- 
tant steps have been taken, 
but there is still a long way 
to go, the hardest part of the 
way. 

If mutually acceptable 
success is qchieved, Pales- 
tine could become a beacon 
for the Arab World, as it has 
been a consuming, emo- 
tional torch for at least two 
generations. Palestinians 
and Israelis have to work it 
out with each other, but the 
world can’t set their con- 
flict aside as just cleaning 
up. They are only begin- 
ning to resolve it. 
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Lack of information 
protects bad 
management 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


“MANAGEMENT UN- 
CERTAINTY” was the 
name I gave two weeks ago 
to a prominent style of 
management in Jordan. 
This style differs from 
other management styles in 
that it introduces a new 
control tool to the manage- 
ment process: it withholds 
information from the 
employee and keeps it in 
tire bands of tbe manager. 

At each level of manage- 
ment the manager selec- 
tively hides some informa- 
tion from tbe person(s) 
below him/ber. The reason 
for this intentional barri- 
cade is the maintenance of 
the manager’s edge over 
tbe employees, thus insur- 
ing the security of his/her 
position. 

It is an “I” and “they” 
approach: The more infor- 
mation “they” possess the 
more work *T’ have to do. 
Tbe rational thing to do is 
to keep them (employees) 
in the dark so that the man- 
ager’s decisions could not 
be challenged. Better still, 
when tbe manager goes on 
vacation no one can really 
fill his shoes. Thus, not 
only is the manager’s deci- 
sion beyond reproach it is 
also beyond analysis and 
challenges by his employ- 
ees because they do not 
have tbe information to 
even begin to ponder tffeir 
role in the organisation. 

In economics, the entre- 
preneur is assumed to go 
into business to maximise 
profits. But what do man- 
agers maximise? To answer 
this question one roust folly 
address a theory in eco- 
nomics known as the 
agency cost theorem. 
According to this theory, an 
employee, whether manag- 
er or clerk, is the agent of 
the owner. This agent runs 
a part or the whole of the 
enterprise for the owner 
who cannot run it for one 
reason or another. The 


his job and life more com- 
fortable through luxuries. 

For example, in the six- 
ties, John Z. de Lorean, the 
youngest vice president 
ever of General Motors, 
gave himself many compa- 
ny perks, including a cus- 
tom designed car that cost 
the company over $100,000 
then. (Unfortunately for 
Mr. de Lorean management 
did not take kindly to his 
GM-financed superstar sta- 
tus and fired him. Years 
later Mr. de Lorean was 
filmed by the FBI trying to 
sell cocaine to save his 
career). 

The typical public sector 
employee cannot be made 
to work bard, and if the 
oiganisation is not doing 
well, all tbe government 
has to do is raise taxes or 
borrow the money. 

Also, since hiring and fir- 
ing is not motivated by 
business decisions, the ^ 
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agent looks for perks and 
obtains them to maximise 
his personal revenue. If the 
agent is not given these on- 
the-job perks, the rational 
thing for him to do is to 
give less and less of his 
efforts to his work and to 
stan shirking. 

But what about promo- 
tions? Since most govern- 
ment work is hard to evalu- 
ate, measuring performance 
and performance-based 
promotions can be a real 
persona] affair. Therefore, 
the public sector employee 
has no economic incentive 
to work hard. 

In the industrialised 
nations, in order to avoid 
the risk of having managers 
spend too much on luxury 
items, thus eating away at 
the profits of the enterprise, 
the owner either designs 
monitoring schemes (audi- 
tors and outside manage- 
ment consultants) or makes 
the managers part-owners 
through profit-sharing 
schemes. 

Excellent managers are 
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agent has one incentive for '^& ither re ^ I ^ ed 
work and that is his/her contracts or are lured* 


own revenue which nor- 
mally translates into salary. 
Therefore, all the employee 
really cares about is to 
maximise bis salary. 

Of course, the rational 


action for the employee is 
either to work hard enough 
to keep the company prof- 
itable enough in tbe short 
run or until be receives his 
salary, or to work for a 
short while at a company 
with a minimal work input 
and then move to another 
firm after his old one sinks. 
Assuming that reputations 
do not matter, all the 
employee has to do is show 
up at work, put in the least 
amount of effort required 
for the job, and receive 
his/her salary. 

The employee who does 
expectional work and gen- 
erates profits for the firm, 
being an agent, tries to 
derive a reward for bis 
efforts. If the reward does 
not increase with the suc- 
cess of the agent’s endeav- 
ours, he may resort to com- 
pensating himself through 
perks. In other words, the 
star manager tries to make 


away by a rival who is will- 
ing to give them better con- 
tracts. 

The more sophisticated 
the information system is in 
an economy, tbe more like- 
ly it is that good agents are 
better rewarded and bad 
ones are demoted. There- 
fore, the purveyance of bad 
management in a system is 
an indication of a retarded 
information structure. 

News can only travel fast 
if there are means of com- 
munication, which is exact- 
ly why our managerial 
practices are so lacking. It 
lakes a very long time for 
the market players to dis- 
tinguish between the bad 
managers and the good 
managers and once this is 
established and tbe -bad 
ones are finally identified 
it is usually too late. They 
have already been hired 
and they have boarded all 
the information at their 
organisations that is neces- 
sary to make them indis- 
pensable. Thus, our man- f 
agement system has been 
developed to protect bad 
management 
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LETTERS 


Help needed 


To the Editor 


IN REFERENCE to Suad Alul’s letter (Jordan 
Times, Thursday. Feb. 1, 1996) concerning the 
need to provide care for the terminally ill, I am 
so happy to find someone who feels the same 
way we do. 

What Ms. Alul in asking for has already hap- 
pened. The Malath Foundation for Humanistic 
Care is a registered society which provides care 
for the terminally ill and their families. It was 
established in 1993 by a group of concerned 
professionals and community members with the 
support of the Genera) Union of Voluntary Soci- 
eties (GUVS) and USAID. 

Home care is provided by trained nurses in 
collaboration with family physicians and a pain 
specialist, social workers and other health pro- 
fessionals. 

Since 1993 we have provided care for 56 
patients and their families. 40 of them in 1995. 
Our services include assessing the patients’ sit- 
uation and identifying their needs and working 
with the family and the health professionals to 
meet these needs. 

The biggest problem that faces us is pain con- 


trol. Our society has worked closely with the 
Ministry of Health to make pain killers easier 
available for these patients but still a lot 
remains to be done in terms of training physi- 
cians and other health professionals in pain con- 
trol. 

Another issue that faces us is that most 
patients who we care for do not know that they 
have cancer or that they are dying. This puts a 
strain on our nurses ^ho spend a great deal of 
energy avoiding talking about it instead of deal- 
ing with the issue of helping the patient and 
family prepare for the death. 

In addition, and because our services are free, 
there is a great need for fond raising which, as 
everyone knows, is very difficult. There are 
some people and agencies who have supported 
our work very generously, but it is not suffi- 
cient. We would like to see the Ministry of 
Health, the Royal Medical Services and other 
health care providers and insurance companies 
reimburse us for our care. 

We believe that our care allows tile patients to 
be at home surrounded by their belongings, 
junong their families and friends. At ihe'same 
lime, it is more cost effective and can release 


beds in hospitals badly needed 

We provide care for any patient we can reach since 
our resources are limited. We have produced. pam- 
phleis. articles have been published in the Jordan 
Times and the Arabic dailies, tile television pro- 
gramme Heart Beat has featured our care, in addition 
to appeamces on several TV and radio programmes. 
We have also given talks about our work in a variety 
of settings. 

We need all the support we can get whether finan- 
cial or technical. We look forward to hearing from 
interested readers. Our telephone is 685767. 


Sawsan Majali Mahasneh, 

President, 

Malath Foundation for Humanistic Care, 
Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contribu- 
lions from its readers on any subject they want to 
tackle Letters intended for publication, however, 
should contain the writer s full name and preferably 
address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are 
subject i n editing. The newspaper is not responsible 
for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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Speaking of Egypt 

Some people think the state is what 
counts; I believe that over time peo- 
ple are what counts , says Tahseen 
Basheer, former spokesman for 
Egypt's (< new pharaohs. ” 


THERE IS a legend m 
Egypt about bow the last 
Mamluk escaped certain 
death, says Tahseen 
Basheer, senior fellow at 
the U.S. Institute of Peace. 
According to the legend, 
when Mohammad Ali took 
power in Egypt in 1805. he 
bad bis SOldkrs round up 
the previous ruling Mani- 
luks in the Citadel of Cairo 
and execute them. One 
Mamluk leapt on horseback 
from a stone wall of (be 
Citadel to the ground 
below. Although the horse 
died, the Mamluk escaped 
to a new life in Nubia, 
where he became governor 
of a province and had at 
least one son: Basheer \ 
grandfather, according 10 
family legend and land 
records of the time. 

Basheer tells the siorv of 
the Mamluk ‘s daring 
exploits with pleasure, per" 
haps because the tale illus- 
trates one source of his zest 
for public life, not to men- 
tion his determination and 
survival skills. From his 
early days as student 
activist, Basheer became 
known in Egypt as an inde- 
pendent and principled 
risk-taker. In the diplomatic 
coips, he worked closely 
with Egypt's two visionary - 
leaders Gama! Abdul Nass- 
er and Anwar Sadat — 
often called "the new 
pharaohs." Basheer served 
as spokesman for Nasser 
and Sadar as they, respec- 
tively, steered Egypt on its 
dramatic journey as leader 
of the pan-Arab movement 
in its opposition to Israel, 
and then as peacemaker in 
the Middle East 

Speaking out 

Basheer's father had 
earned bis medical degree 
at the University of Chica- 
go, and when Basheer grad- 
uated at the top of his class 
from the University of 
Alexandria in 1950, he, loo, 
chose to study in America, 
rather than in England, 
which had occupied Egypt 
in 1882 and made it a pro- 
tectorate. First at Princeton 
and later at Harvard, 
Basheer became active in 
Arab student affairs and 
organisations, and with a 
few friends founded the 
Arab Student Organisation 
for the United Stales and 
Canada. The group envi- 
sioned a "United States of 
the Arabs," an entity that 
would embody constitu- 
tional democracy. Basheer 
says. "None of the Arab 
governments liked us, and 
(he feeling was to a great 
extent mutual.” 

Basheer was at Harvard 
Summer School — where 
Ik later earned a master's 
degree in political economy 
under die direction of John 
Kenneth Galbraith — when 
Nasser, then a young 
colonel in the Egyptian 
army, with a group of other 
military officers overthrew 
Egypt's monarchy in a coup 
d'etat in 1952. Basheer, as 
president of the Arab stu- 
dent organisation, spear- 
headed the group's adop- 
tion of a resolution support- 
ing the Egyptian revolu- 


tion, but demanding a new 
constitution, free elections, 
and freedom of the press 
and judiciary. The Egyptian 
government responded fry 
withdrawing his scholar- 
ship. 

Nevertheless, Basheer 
was becoming well-known 
in political circles in Egypt 
for his activism and leader- 
ship among Arab students 
abroad, many of whom 
were the intellectual leaders 
of then generation. Thus 
when Basheer, sull in 
America, supported Nass- 
er's nationalisation of the 
Suez Canal in 1956. fit was 
offered a job as spokesman 
for the Egyptian mission to 
tile United Nations and 
embarked upon his career 
in public service. "1 did 
very well.” Basheer says. 
"America was my second 
home. 1 knew - the country 
mside-out. In two years 1 
gave 32U lectures m Ameri- 
ca. I was quoted... in ihe 
New York Times often" 
Basheer helped prepare for 
Nasser's visit to America in 
I960, then moved to a new 
job as cultural and informa- 
tion officer at the Egyptian 
Consulate in San Francisco. 

After serving in London 
and New York as acting 
director and then deputy 
director of the Arab League 
in 1964-69, Basheer 
returned to Egypt, which 
was struggling to recuper- 
ate from its defeat by Israel 
in the Six Day War of 1967. 
Basheer had come io Nass- 
er's attention for two stud- 
ies he had written: one on 
the Palestinian issue and 
the other on U.S.-Egvprian 
relations. Nasser asked 
Basheer to serve as his 
spokesman, a job that bad 
not existed before in Egypt. 

When Nasser died in 
1970. Sadat, who was his 
vice-president, succeeded 
him. Basheer wanted to 
move on to a new post 
because the job of 
spokesman was so difficult. 
“As spokesman you are the 
one to raise to the president, 
face - 10 - face, sensitive 
issues that he doesn’t like 
to hear," Basheer says. 
However. Sadat insisted he 
stay — and be did. Under 
Sadat, Basheer helped pre- 
pare for the 1973 war. 
which, he says, restored 
Egypt's pride and thus 
paved the way for peace. 

Basheer argued with 
Sadat frequently, though 
their difference were never 
bitter. “He used to say to 
me, ‘Who’s' president?'” 
Basheer recalls. But finally, 
things came to a head. In a 
five-hour meeting, Basheer 
told Sadat that many people 
in his entourage and family 
had been tainted by corrup- 
tion and were damaging his 
integrity. Shortly thereafter, 
while flying back to Egypt 
from a meeting. Basheer 
read in an Egyptian news- 
paper that he had had been 
reassigned to another diplo- 
matic post. "Sometimes 
(when you hold the truth up 
for someone to see) you 
destroy the mirror," 
Basheer says philosophical- 
ly- 

For several months 
Basheer waned in limbo 


before he was assigned us 
permanent ambassador to 
the Arab League in Cairo. 
When he saw Sadat again, 
Basheer didn't mention his 
reassignment. “In retro- 
spect, being spokesman 
was hard work, but 1 
learned a lot from it.” 
Basheer says. 

While at the Institute, 
Basheer is analysing 
Sadat's transformation of 
Egypt's policy from a strat- 
egy of confrontation to a 
strategy of peace. For peace 
10 w*ork, Basheer says, 
“what matters over time is 
whether you create a con- 
stituency that will suppuri 
peace.” As a result of his 
research, Basheer hopes to 
draw- lesson* from the 
Egyptian approach that 
could be applied to other 
protracted conflicts in the 
Middle East. 

Speaking for Egypt 

When President Sadat 
was assassinated in 19S1, 
his vice- pres idem, Hosni 
Mubarak, succeeded him. 
Mr. Mubarak appointed 
Basheer ambassador to 
Canada in 1981-85, after 
which Basheer retired from 
government service. How- 
ever, Basheer continued his 
practice of conveying to the 
president — tins time Mr. 
Mubarak, and this time 
through his foreign minister 
or chief of cabinet — issues 
raised in diplomatic circles 
that had a bearing on 
Egyptian policies. 

By 1992 Basheer began 
to fed that “either the mes- 
sage was not getting 
through or Mubarak was 
nctf listening." So Basheer 
wrote Mr. Mubarak a long 
public letter that covered a 
full page in a Cairo news- 
paper. “Nothing like this 
had ever been done in 
Egypt before," Basheer 
says of the letter. “I listed 
all the issues that worried 
me then and worry me now. 
1 said 1 was writing because 
the lines of communication 
were suffering arterioscle- 
rosis." In the letter, Basheer 
addressed three main issues 
the lack of checks and bal- 
ances on the presidency, 
corruption, and the failure 
to address social and eco- 
nomic problems. Basheer 
recommended that Mr. 
Mubarak establish councils 
of experts to advice him, 
that government officials 
make their finances public, 
and that Mr. Mubarak initi- 
ate a revision of (he consti- 
tution to increase political 
participation. 

“When the Egyptian peo- 
ple have a growing role in 
running (he state, this will 
have a positive effect on the 
Middle East,” Basheer 
says. “We have a lot of 
problems in Egypt and only 
a people facing their prob- 
lems... with a sense of real- 
ism and justice can devise 
solutions." 

Basheer says he speaks 
out only after thinking 
about an issue for a long 
time. **I have what they call 
the camel’s patience. But if 
you irritate the camel 
enough, he will let you 
know it." 


Terrorism in retreat in Upper Egypt 


By James Whittington 

ASS1UT, the provincial 
capital of Upper Egypt, no 
longer lives up to its reputa- 
tion us a hotbed far danger- 
ous Islamic militants A 
mi Mure of iron-fist security 
operations. increased 
money for development, 
and attractive investment 
incentives are working to 
transform the town from a 
terrorism base to a revi- 
talised centre for commerce 
and industry. 

The dawn 10 dusk curfews 
have long been lilted. 
Egyptian special forces 
have moved on to other 
trouble spots, and what w as 
only last year a no-go area 
to foreigners is readying 
itself to welcome back 
tourists. 

"We've runted our back 
on the past and are focused 
on one main objective: to 
get people ro Assiut for 
investment. This is the only 
way we can avoid a repeat 
of what’s happened here." 
says Kadrie Abu Hussein, 
general secretary of the 
lawn’s govemomc. 

As a sign of ihc times, 
Assiut's new governor. 
Mohammad Kagai At 
Tahlawi. who was appoint- 
ed last week, was taken 
from the town's university 
raiher than the ranks of (he 
police like his predecessors 

Located on the broad fer- 
tile plains of the Nile, 375 
kilometres south of Cairo, 


Assiut is typical of Upper 
Egypt which has a distinct 
character from the rest of 
the country. 

After decades of neglect, 
the region is generally 
poorer and less developed 
than the rest of the country. 
Per capita income, at about 
5330 a year, is about half 
that of the rest of the coun- 
try while infant mortality 
rates, adult illiteracy and 
unemployment are notice- 
ably higher. 

Assiut itself, once a pros- 
perous centre of private 
enterprise, suffered particu- 
larly badly from the nation- 
alisation policies of Presi- 
dent Gama! Abdul Nasser, 
its most famous son. who 
overthrew the colonial 
British -backed monarchy m 
1952. The gradual decline 
in living standards, 
increased unemployment, 
especially among high- 
school graduates, and the 
seeming indifference to the 
region’s plight by succes- 
sive governments tn Cairo 
subsequently proved a fer- 
tile breeding ground for 
radical Islamist groups. 

li was in Assiut Universi- 
ty in the 1970s that the for- 
mation took place of the 
militant group Gamma' a Ai 
Islamiya which has been 
behind much of the insur- 
gency over the past few 
years. 

Young sa’idis tor south- 
erners) from poor families 
with little hope of anything 


better than a dull and badly- 
paid job in the public sector 
proved ideal recruits to the 
radical brand of Islam 
which the Gamma's touted 
as the only solution to save 
the region from social and 
economic malaise. 

“People here have been 
living in unrealistic condi- 
tions for so long it's not sur- 
prising that some were per- 
suaded to make trouble. It 
was not a religious dispute 
or real fanaticism, it was 
simply the drastic econom- 
ic situation," says Mr. 
Mokhtar Hussein, a 
wealthy Egyptian who has 
come back to his family’s 
roots to invest in the new 
Assiut with a number of 
agro-industrial projects and 
a new luxury hotel. 

Islamist violence erupted 
in Egypt ai the end of 1992 
when ihe Gamma'a vowed 
10 overthrow President 
Hihfii Mubarak's govern- 
ment. While occasional 
attacks against senior gov- 
ernment officials and 
tourists in Cairo made the 
headlines in the foreign 
press, many areas in Upper 
Egypt were subject jo an 
almost daily dose of blood- 
shed. 

In Assiut, the tuwn’s large 
Coptic community, a Chris- 
tian minority, which tradi- 
tionally prospered as 
landowners and merchants, 
were a favourite target for 
the militants and by 
December 1993. thousands 


of extra police troops hod to 
be colled in and oil roads to 
the town sealed off to try 
and subdue the violence. 

“The situation was terri- 
ble. We were always scared 
of being attacked by one of - 
the terrorists but were more 
scared of the police who 
were very provocative. 
Whenever they got together 
in groups there was always 
trouble." said one Copt who 
declined to be named. 

Once security was under 
control the government 
beefed up its intelligence 
and surveillance operations 
and moved swiftly to try 
and alleviate some of the 
area's economic problems. 

Public money was found 
to upgrade the town's infra- 
structure. build new roads 
and bridges and investment 
Incentives were announced 
to attract the private sector 
with free land and tax 
exemptions. 

“One of the most impor- 
tant things to do is to try 
and change the mentality of 
(he lower classes and par- 
ticularly the young. We 
have 10 create jobs, put 
money in iheir pockets, and 
give them a sense of oppor- 
tunity and entrepreneur- 
ship." explains Mr. Fouad 
Faiiah, who arrived in Assi- 
ut at the end of 1992 to set 
up a regional office of the 
government's Social Fund 
for Development, one of 
Egypt's most successful 
programmes aimed at help- 


ing the underprivileged. 

The fund, which is 
backed by the World Bank 
and donor countries, has so 
far spent EGP 10S million 
(£21.1 million) in grants, 
for public and community 
works, and credit lines to 
more than 2.400 small 
enterprises throughout the 
govemorate. 

Mr. Ibrahim Lofti 
Dobbes. who borrowed 
EGP 100,000 with his 
brothers to set up the first 
rubber parts factory' in 
Upper Egypt, says’ the 
money has mode a huge dif- 
ference to his family and 
his village. With 24 
employees he works a two- 
shift day to keep up with 
orders. “Without this 
money we would still be 
wailing for a job with the 
government,” he says. 

Despite the turnaround in 
Assiut's fortune's, however, 
trouble is never far away. 

Only S7 kilometres north 
of Assiut is the town of 
Malawi where special 
forces are still banting with 
militant renegades. "The 
terrorist action pushed the 
government to do some- 
thing for this area but this 
mustn't be a one-off, unless 
the people feel a difference 
on a personal level there 
will be trouble again," 
warns private investor, Mr. 
Hussein. 

The Financial Times 


By Rebecca Fowler 

LONDON — Paul Ash 
spent weeks on the front 
line in the Gulf war. He 
was 22, married, outgo- 
ing, popular with his 
mates. Paul and his com- 
rades in the Fusiliers kid 
gone to Saudi Arabia “full 
of pride” iu bring down 
Saddam Hussein. They 
had trained for weeks; 
they were keen for action. 
The possibility that their 
worst nightmare might 
come true, that they might 
be attacked by chemical 
or biological weapons, 
did not shake their 
resolve. 

; . More than 50,000 
■British servicemen were 
immunised against 
attacks. The Gulf war was 
supremely modem, yet 
looming over it was the 
spectre of anthrax, mus- 
tard gas and bubonic 
plague. 

Five years on, thou- 
sands of British and 
American soldiers who 
served in the Gulf claim 
they are living through 
another nightmare, one 
they were never prepared 
for: Gulf war syndrome, 
the mysterious condition 
whose symptoms vary 
from motor neurone dis- 
ease and cancer to a skin 
rash. Paul Ash has 
become listless, moody, 
aggressive and with- 
drawn. 

The syndrome has 
apparently blighted the 
lives of 740 ex-service 
personnel. Those who 
believe in the condition 
say 15 have died from it. 
Recently, it appears to be 
affecting the children of 
servicemen — many have 
been bom with deformi- 
ties. 

After three years of 
pressure from the victims, 
the government 

announced Jan. 31 that it 
would support an investi- 
gation into the syndrome. 
For the veterans it was 
better late than never. But 


The war that never ended 

‘The Ministry of Defence are too 
frightened to say that the Gulf war 
was not a success Decause n 
poisened its own troops’ 


why has it taken the gov- 
ernment so long to take 
seriously an affliction that 
has devastated the lives of 
so many? Is it healthy 
scepticism about the caus- 
es of the condition, or has 
there been a cynical 
attempt to silence the 
campaign and avoid tar- 
nishing the legacy of the 
war? 

After every war there 
are hundreds of service- 
men who suffer from trau- 
ma and psychological ill- 
nesses. Within any large 
group of people some pre- 
mature deaths would be 
normal. Yet according to 
Gulf war syndrome cam- 
paigners, something more 
sinister began to appear 
once the soldiers got back 
to normal life. At first, a 
handful reported cases of 
nausea, diarrhoea, breath- 
ing difficulties. Then the 
list began to grow and the 
condition worsened. 

The government refused 
to accept the possibility 
that the syndrome existed 
until Jan. 31. Nicholas 
Soames, the armed forces 
minister, was insisting 
last year that the veterans 1 
claims were “a mixture of 
unsubstantiated rumour 
(and) incorrect informa- 
tion." a claim repeated by 
John Major. 

For sufferers, ihe gov- 
ernment response has 
been viewed with some- 
thing more profound than 
disappointment. Cam- 


paigners saw it as square- 
ly within the Ministry of 
Defence’s tradition of dis- 
regarding the plight of 
hundreds of individuals 
who had risked their lives 
for their country. Paul Ash 
is bitter “The MoD are 
too frightened to say that 
the Gulf war wasn’t a suc- 
cess because it poisoned 
its own troops ” 

The contrast with the 
way that the United States 
has dealt with victims is 
stark. American experts 
stress the mysterious 
nature of the illness as 
much as their British 
counterparts, yet in the 
U.S. £54 million has been 
ploughed into research 
into the condition that has 
affected more than 10,000 
ofthe700.000U.S- troops 
who served in the Gulf. 
The Clinton administra- 
tion also agreed to com- 
pensate victims while fur- 
ther investigations were 
undertaken into their ill- 
nesses. 

According to Colonel 
Terry English, controller 
of welfare for the Royal 
British Legion, the U.S. 
was anxious from the out- 
set to be sensitive to the 
fate of its returning 
heroes. 'The Ministry of 
Defence was very reluc- 
tant to recognise this con- 
dition. They said the orig- 
inal numbers affected fell 
within the amount you 
would expect to fail ill 
from that size of popula- 


tion. Pan of the American 
response is in their cul- 
ture. They are still very 
aware of the problems 
they faced over the treat- 
ment of veterans after 
Vietnam, and they are 
determined to get this 
right.” 

Although the announce- 
ment of Jan. 31 inquiry, 
which will work in tan- 
dem with American 
research, was welcomed 
by the veterans, most 
remain cynical of the gov- 
ernment's role. Many 
believe that the govern- 
ment's hand was forced 
by the recent focus of the 
60 affected offspring of 
the victims. These chil- 
dren, little more than two 
years old, blighted by 
deformities, respiratory 
infections and skin prob- 
lems, have begun to cap- 
ture the nation's sympa- 
thy. 

Sarah Whitehead’s hus- 
band, Paul, served in the 
Royal Engineers, one of 
the first units into Kuwait. 
Two-and-a-half years ago ’ 
she gave birth to' Ben. His 
left arm, shoulder and 
hand is much smaller than 
the right side, and he has 
severely deformed fingers 
and hands. 

"Nobody likes to see 
children suffering. That’s 
what really pulls at peo- 
ple's heartstrings. For sol- 
diers, ifs different. 
They're expected to put 
themselves at risk, 


whether it's fair or not. 
But when the public sees 
these tiny, smiling faces 
still in the puppy dog 
bracket, they respond — 
and the government can- 
not ignore that.” Mrs. 
Whitehead says. 

It is still the beginning 
of the battle facing the 
veterans. The inquiry's 
initial focus will be on 
whether the abnormalities 
in babies are dispropor- 
tionately high among the 
children of veterans. That 
task alone may take more 
than a year. 

If the inquiry establishes 
that there is an unusually 
high number of birth 
defects, there will be an 
examination of its likely 
causes. Yet even if the 
syndrome's existence 
were proven, that does not 
mean the veterans will 
win compensation. That 
would be the end of a long 
tradition for the MoD. 
The department has 
always fiercely resisted 
paying compensation: 
most famously, it refused 
to compensate victims of 
nuclear tests who were 
exposed to radiation. 

So even the inquiry set 
up Jan. 31 is just another 
stage in a long legal battle 
for the victims. For the 
families, the most trou- 
bling issue is not the com- 
pensation. “What we real- 
ly want to know is what 
the future holds for us. 
Until something is done, 
we will never know 
where this syndrome 
might be leading for 
Ben” Mrs. Whitehead 
says. 

“Already in the United 
States research has shown 
children developing can- 
cer. We want to know 
what to expect, where 
Ben might be when he 
reaches six or seven. We 
want an explanation, and 
just some idea of what 
tomorrow might hold for 
us." 


The Independent 
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Kabariti in intense consultations 


While Salameh Hammad 
and Hisham Al Tal, the re- 
spective ministers of interior 
and justice, will most fa'kcfy 
quit the Cabinet, lips were 
tight on who might take over 
from them. Tareq Alaeddin. 
an adviser to His Majesty 
King Hussein who resigned 
his post yesterday, is a strong 
candidate for tire post of 
minister of interior. Other 
choices included At Ahd Par- 
ty leader Abdul Hadi Majali 
who. other reports indicated, 
would be named as deputy 
prime minister and minister 
of public works. 

According to sources, the 
strongest candidate for the 
minister of information post 
was Jordan's Ambassador to 
Tel Aviv Marwan Muasher, 
though no official confirma- 
tion of that report was avail- 


(Continued from page I) 
able. There were reports (hat 
Mr. Kabariti was considering 
abolishing the Ministry of In- 
formation, which only exists 
in Third World countries, but 
the sources said that several 
legal hitches made it difficult 
for this option to be adopted 
for now. Mr. Kabariti may 
thus opt to name a minister of 
information who would be 
entrusted with (he task of 
amending legislation thar 
would allow for the abo- 
lishing Of the ministry 


been among ihe problems 
dogging the implementation 
of the peace accords, 

Mr. Peres, who arrived 
here Friday, gave an address 


ah ope t her, the sources said. 

The post of minister of 
foreign affairs, according to 
ihe sources, was still unde- 
cided Saturday evening, with 
speculation ranging from re- 
ports that Mr. Kabariti in- 
tended to keep the post for 
himself and appoint a minis- 
ter of slate for foreign affairs 
to some reports indicating 
that Ambassador to 
Washington Fayez Tarawneh 
was going to be recalled to 
Amman to assume this post. 


to « plcnury session of the 
furum in which he spoke of 
the long process which led to 
the Washington peace sign- 
ing. 


Ar afa t blames donors, Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 


Khasawneh appointed Royal Court chief 


(Continued from page 1) 
Yana! Hikmat and Tareq 

Alaeddin. The announce- 
ment said the change was 
effective as of Feb. 3. 

The change was seen ay a 
significant step in the King's 
effort to enable the new gen- 
eration of politicians to take 
over from the old guard and 
removing obstacle which may 
hinder the awesome task fac- 
ing Mr. Kabariti's govern- 
ment. 

The appointment of Mr. 
Khasawneh, a professional 
diplomat who gamed the re * 
spect of many of his peers for 
his commitment and sound 
legal council during the three 
years of Middle East peace 
negotiations with Israel and 
afterwards as legal advisor 
to rhe King and the state, has 
been received as “very posi- 
tive” by many politicians. 


“There is a political mes- 
sage in the King’s choice of a 
person who can ensure a 
positive link with the govern- 
ment and maintain a smooth 
relationship with it.” a for- 
mer senior official told the 
Jordan Times. 

As old-time friends, Mr. 
Kabariti and Mr. Khasawneh 
are expected to work as a 
team, under the guidance of 
His Majesty and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, to introduce profound 
change in the bureaucracy 
and the country as a whole, 
as their mandate will make 
dear in the letter of appoint- 
ment which is expected to be 
announced today. 

The former official points 
to two separate examples of 
rhe relationship between the 
Royal Court and the govern- 
ment. One was the "very 


smooth” relationship be- 
tween former Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and then 
Royal Court Chief Abdul 
Hamid Sharaf *tn the late 
seventies. The c^her was the 
“very strained" relationship 
between former Prime Minis- 
ter Ahmad Obeidat and then 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Qassem in 1984. “Let us say 
that the King this time opted 
for the first kind of rela- 
tionship.” the former official 

said. 

Awn Shawkai AI Khasawneh 
was bom in Amman on Feb. 22, 
1950 and received his primary 
and secondary education at ihc 
Islamic Educational College of 
Amman and his university 
education at Cambridge Uni- 
versity t Queen’s College) where 
he read history and law and then 
did pusxgraduate work in inter* 
national law (M.A. LL.N1 — 
Cantab). 


He joined the Jordanian di- 
plomatic service in 1975 and 
served as second, then first 
secretary in the Jordanian 
permanent mission to the United 
Nations in New York 1976-1980. 
From 1980 10 1985 he worked a! 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
with special responsibility for in- 
ternational organisations and in- 
ternational law. In the years 
198M99Q he was head of the 
Legal Department at the Mine- 
try of Foreign Affairs. In 1990 he 
was seconded to the Royal Court 
where he worked as legal advisor 
to His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince H assail. He was given the 
rank of ambassador in 1992 and 
in 1995 be was appointed advisor 
to His Majesty the King and 
advisor of the state on interna- 
tional law with the rank of minis- 
k ict . 

Mr. Khasawneh represented 
Jordan in 18 sessions of the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations (the sixth legal commit- 
tee) since 1976 and was Jordan's 
alternate representative on rhe 
Security Council, 1981-1982. He 
was a member of most Jordanian 


delegations to meetings of the 
Arab League, the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference held in the 
years 19S0-1988. From 1991-1994 
he was a member of, and legal 
advisor to the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the peace negotiations in 
die Middle Hast. 

The offices to which he was 
elected include; Member of the 
Arab International Law Com- 
mission, iyx2; re elected thrice; 
member and then chairman of 
the U.N. Sub-Commission on 
the Prevention of Discrimination 
and the Protection of Minorities 
1984-1993; special Rapporteur 
on the Human Rights Dimen- 
sions of Forcible Population 
Transfer; chairman of Commis- 
sion IV; UNESCO General Coo- 
ference. 1993; member of the 
United Nations International 
Law Commission since 1986' 
member of the Jordanian Royaj 
Commission on Legal and Admi- 
nistrative Reform, 1994. 

Mr. Khasawneh has a number 
of publications to his credit. He 
holds the Jordanian Istiqlal Med- 
al. Fust class. 


JL 


Economy 


Iraqi return to oil market 
unlikely to hurt Gulf budgets 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — An 
Iraqi return to the oil market 
after more than five years of 
U.N. sanctions would put 
pressure on crude prices but 
is unlikely to hurt Gulf 
budgets, experts said Satur- 
day. 

Oil prices have already 
been weakened by the news 
of negotiations between Iraq 
and the United Nations on 
the terms of an oil-for-food 
deal, easing the sanctions in 
force since Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

But they are not expected 
to collapse when Iraqi crude 
begins flowing into the world 
market, the experts said. 

“It is normal that the inter- 
national oil market becomes 
jittery and oil prices come 
under pressure when there is 
information that fresh quanti- 
ties of crude are about to find 
their way onto the market,” 
said Mohan ! mad AJ Asumi, 
chief economist at tbe state- 
mn Emirates Industrial 
Bank. 

“But that does not mean 
prices will collapse as was the 
case in 1986 when there was a 
production war. The quantity 
Iraq will be allowed to export 
could be absorbed provided 
there is discipline within 
OPEC,” he told AFP. 

“A decline of 51 or $2 in 
the prices over their 199S 
level will not largely affect- 
the budgets of Arab Gulf 
states as they are usually tai- 
lored to a conservative price 
of between $14 and $15 a 
barrel,” he pointed out. 

Iraq and the United Na- 
tions are to resume talks on 


the oil-for-food deal in New 
York Tuesday. Previous 
negotiations failed to pro- 
duce results but oil analysts in 
the Gulf said they expected a 
positive outcome from this 
round. 

They referred to jubilation 
by Iraqis at the news of Bagh- 
dad's agreement to reenter 
negotiations on the deal, 
adding they believed that the 
leadership feared a public 
backlash if the talks col- 
lapsed. 

Under the U.N. brokered, 
deal Iraq will be allowed to 
export $2 billion worth of 
crude oil over a period of six 
months. 

Experts said this meant 
nearly 700,000 barrels per 
day (b/d) in current prices but 
the amount could largely in- 
crease as prices might decline 
when Iraq turns on its taps. 

Oil prices have ranged be- 
tween $16 and $17 over the 
past week, equivalent to their 
1995 level and higher than 
the 1994 price of $15.50. 

According to United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) officials, 
the return of Iraq, the second 
biggest oil power in the world 
after Saudi Arabia, will not 
have a strong influence on 
crude prices if OPEC takes 
action. 

“The UAE does not expect 
a drastic drop in world oil 
prices. OPEC will find a solu- 
tion.” the minister of state 
for financial and industrial 
affairs, Ahmad Ai Tayer, 
told local reporters. 

But that was not the view 
of Kuwaiti economist Jassim 
Al Sadoun who doubted the 


ability of the 12-nation Orga 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries. 

"It seems OPEC will wait 
for the agreement to be 
signed before it meets and 
decides on action. It insists 
on being an organisation of 
reaction rather than action, 
Mr. Sadoun said in his week- 
ly economic report on Satur- 
day. 


OPEC has said it would 
convene an emergency meet- 
ing once Iraq is permitted to 
resume oil supplies but Gulf 
officials have ruled out a revi- 
sion of the quota system be- 
fore the embargo on Bagh- 
dad is folly lifted. 

This means Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf oil 
heavyweights will likely 
maintain their output level 
for the first half of 1996 and it 
could be extended for the 
whole year if OPEC decided 
to roll over its ceiling for the 
second half. 

Saudi Arabia and Oman 
are the only Arab Gulf states 
that have so far released their 
annual budget for 1996 and 
both of them forecast low 
spending. 


The two other main oil 
producers, Kuwait and the 
UAE. are also expected to 
keep expenditure under con- 
trol to contain the deficit. 

"Gulf states realise Iraq 
could return to the oil market 
this year or at any time. From 
their budgets this year and 
the two previous years, you 
can see they do not expect 
any price rise,” a Gulf banker 
said. 


Indian reforms slow down 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
a's high-profile free-market 
reforms have been put on the 
back burner in the run-up to 
general elections, with the 
government fearful of anta- 
gonising an electorate used to 
decades of subsidies. 

Industrialists and govern- 
ment officials say the reforms 
are on hold,, and no major 
economic decision can be ex- 
pected until the polls held 
once every five years take 
place as expected in April. 

"The pace of reforms has 
definitely slowed down be- 
cause of the elections,” said 
Y,P..Srivastava,. spokesman 
of tbe Federation, of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI). 

“The reforms have come to 
a standstill.” asserted Pinkai 
Das, an assistant manager in 
the state-run Industrial Cre- 
dit and Investment Corpora- 
tion of India. 

Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh, the architect of 
the economic turnaround. 


admitted candidly last month 
that the much-publicised dis- 
investment of public sector 
companies would not be 
possible before the ballot. 

He ruled out the possibility 
of doing away with subsidies, 
and said recurring demands 
by industrial houses for re- 
forms of hiring-and-firing 
practices would also have to 
wait until after the hustings. 

“This being an election 
year, the entire reform pro- 
cess has been going slow,” 
said Rahul Bajaj, chairman 
and managing director of Ba- 
jaj Auto, India's largest 
scooter-maker. “(It is) quite 
understandable. " 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao unleashed econo- 
mic reforms after taking 
office in June 1991. 

The liberalisation received 
enthusiastic support from 
abroad, but within the coun- 
try political parties and 
powerful trade unions have 
voiced dissent. 

And although the reforms 


have received explicit and im- 
plicit approval from state 
governments controlled by 
anti-Rao parties, there are 
still hiccups over their pace 

Despite claiming the sup- 
port of the masses for his 
reforms. Mr. Rao has led his 
Congress (I) Party to one 
stunning defeat after another 
in state elections over the 
past two years. 

Mr. Rao has put on hold 
promised sweeping changes 
in the banking and insurance 
sectors, labour reforms, 
slowed down restructuring 
and privatisation of public 
sector companies, and re- 
fused to slash subsidies on 
food and fertilisers. 


"While most reform prog- 
rammes around the world 
slow down before elections, 
we haven’t just slowed them 
down (but) we've stopped 
and in some cases reversed 
reforms," complained Char- 
an Wadhva of the Centre for 
Policy Research. 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia Yates 


ACROSS 
1 Some seamen 
6 Ride the waves 
10 False 

14 Poplar 

1 5 saw Elba" 

16 Tops 

17 Team asset? 

)9 Makes a note 

20 AEF word 

21 Weighs the pros 
and cons 

23 Greek letters 

25 Deejay's need 

26 Badmouth 

29 Touched base 
32 Act like 
Xanthippe 

35 — in a while 

36 Papas ol film 

37 Coach 
Parseghian 

38 Foremost 

40 Tchrs.' org. 

41 Ladder steps 

43 Downed 

44 Late bloomer 

46 Ei followers 

47 Arctic explorer 

48 Get the hang of 

50 Computer unit 

51 Voucher 
53 Steep 

55 “Hamlet" role 
58 XI 

62 XII 

63 Weather chart 
feature 

66 Cut 

67 Astor's quest 

68 Dairy Hems 

69 A Fitzgerald 

70 Jerk 

71 Small sailboats 


14 


17 


20 


ZG 

27 

28 


35 




3B 




43 



1 

47 



Igm 

51“ 

52 

55 

56 



62 




66 




69 
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DOWN 

1 Certain Indian 

2 Genesis name 

3 Tattle 

4 Geometric 
shapes 

5 Monica of tennis 

6 Kind ol lion or 
horse 

7 Indian bean 

8 Oboe, e.g. 

9 Alarmists? 


10 Pal of "Wheel of 
Fortune" 

11 Folksongfest 

12 Chip in 

13 — up (bungle) 

18 Choose the 

news 

22 Waiter? 

24 New Orleans 
pros 

26 Up to now 

27 Singer Pointer 

28 Night flyer 

30 Welcome 

31 Adapted to 
conform 

33 Jargon 

34 Quebec 
peninsula 

39 Member of a 
Dravidian 
people 

42 Bumbershoot 

45 Fill the bill 

49 Stagger 

52 Reddish- 
orange dyestuff 



□ 

□ 

Q QO 

a 

a 

□ 

□ 

ES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Q QQ 

□ 

a 

□ 

u 

U 

□ 

□ 

u 

□ 

□ 

D QQ 

□ 

□ 

E3 


□ 

u 

LI 

u 

□ 

nriKiJUijimimci 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

D 

□ 

Q 



□OH naasa 

□□ \^m 


Y P 0 


E N £«C A N 


54 Pinchbeck, for 
one 

55 “This one's — " 

56 Car group 

57 — vitae (brandy) 
59 Opinion 


60 Organic 
compound • 

61 Monsler's loch 

64 Footed vase 

65 “ — me no 
questions..." 
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World Bank sets sights on Bosnia, 
Palestinian reconstruction 


WYE WOODS, Maryland 
(AFP) — The World Bank is 
gearing up for reconstruction 
of Bosnia and autonomous 
Palestinian territories as part 
of a new role for the interna- 
tional organisation. 

Although Bosnia's prob- 
lems are vastly different from 
those bf the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the reconstruc- 
tion involves a similar 
strategy, according to World 
Bank experts gathered in 
Maryland for a seminar on 
the two projects. 

For the Palestinian terri- 
tories. 42 international donors 
including the World Bank 
pledged $2.4 billion in De- 
cember 1993. 

So far $900 million has 
been allocated in infrastruc- 
ture projects related to water 
treatment, schools, housing 


and a tax collection system. 

In Bosnia, where the pro- 
cess is just getting started, 
things seem to be moving 
faster. International donors 
offered $510 million in De- 
cember after the signing of 
the Dayton peace accord and 
are expected to offer more in 
April. 

The needs for the most 
urgent project are estimated 
at $2 billion for 1996 alone 
and $5.1 billion over the next 
■four years. About $150 mil- 
lion has been disbursed by 
the bank in the form of long- 
term interest-free loans. 

But Christine Wallich. a 
World Bank economist, said 
the overall needs for Bosnia 
could top 520 billion. 

“If we wanted to rebuilt all 
the houses, we would need 
$4 billion.” she said. The 


reconstruction programme 
now calls for just a fraction of 
that — $400 million. 

It is a new thing for the 
World Bank to calculate 
these types of needs and to 
coordinate activities of inter- 
national donors. 

The money has been chan- 
nelled through an intermedi- 
ary because Bosnia technical- 
ly is ineligible for aid because 
of its arrears. The Nether- 
lands has just paid off Bos- 
nia's $450 million debt to the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

The bank is for the first 
time decentralising control of 
operations in the Palestinian 
territories. 

The organisation is look- 
ing to finance tangible pro- 
jects like hospitals or schools, 
not only for the obvious im- 


mediate benefits, but also be- 
cause it does not want to be 
part of a government budget 
over which it has little con- 
trol. 

But the new operations are 
giving the bank growing 
pains, officials acknowledge. 

“We are a large institution 
which moves slowly," said 
World Bank official Steve 
Holtman, who is preparing a 
study on the new operations. 

“We don't know how to 
work at a national level when 
the state is disrupted.” he 
said. 

In Rwanda, for example, 
which received only 
emergency aid, "we are not 
really sure what to do.” he 
said, but added that Bosnia 
and the Palestinian opera- 
tions are opening up new 
avenues for the organisation. 


Iraqi dinar firms on dollar 
on U.N. oil deal hopes 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
central bank has set a higher 
conversion rate for the dinar 
currency to reflect growing 
optimism in Baghdad that 
Iraq will soon be able to sell 
oil again on world markets. 

Banking sources in Bagh- 
dad said Saturday the dinar 
was set at 500 from 700 to the 
dollar in the third revaluation 
in a week. 

Money changers were 
offering an even higher rate 
for the Iraqi currency, quot- 
ing it at 460 to the dollar. 

The dinar, which has fallen 
steadily since the United Na- 
tions imposed sanctions in 
1990, jumped in value last 
month on news Iraq may 
agree to deal with the U.N. 
to sell limited amounts of oil 
to buy humanitarian supplies. 

The dinar was trading at 
3,000 to the dollar before 
news of the oil talks, which 
start next week in New York. 

The rise in the dinar has 
slashed shop prices in Iraq as 
dollar-denominated imports 
have become cheaper to buy. 


A saloon car, for example, 
is selling for less than two 
million dinars compared with 
20 million early last month. 

Traders also said essential 
items like sugar, rice, eggs 
and flour were costing at least 
75 per cent less than they did 
three weeks ago. 

Iraq's government- 
controlled press talks of a 
"shining sun rising again,” a 
reference to an end to the 
hardship caused by the U.N. 
embargo imposed after Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Tbe newspapers are claim- 
ing victory over the U.N. 
embargo and heaping praise 
on President Saddam Hus- 
sein for bringing “the 
greatest happiness” to the 
Iraqi people. 

"Here you are compensat- 
ing your people with ample 
joy by dismantling the chains 
of the embargo,” declared 
Babel newspaper, owned by 
Saddam's eldest son Uday. 

Preachers in Baghdad 
drove the same message 


home in their sermons Fri- 
day. 

Addressing packed mos- 
ques in the capital, their 
speeches were foil of thanks 
and praise for Saddam for 
beating the embargo. 

There has been no word 
from any senior Iraqi official, 
however, that Baghdad 
would accept any of the terms 
the United Nations will de- 
mand are met before a re- 
sumption of oil sales. 

But this has not deterred 
Iraqis from selling their dol- 
lars and going on a shopping 
binge. 

State bank employees, 
forced to work late into the 
night to cope with the surge 
in business, speak of millions 
of dollars being exchanged by 
Iraqis for their own currency. 


U.N. official 
wants more 
cash for Africa 


LONDON (R) — A leading 
U.N. development official 
pleaded Friday for more cash 
for aid projects and 
peacekeeping in Africa, 
saying that otherwise much of 
the continent could be conde- 
mned to eternal poverty. 

“I think the international 
community should give Afri- 
ca a higher priority... it's 
extremely important for de- 
velopment aid to be ex- 
panded and not contracted," 
.said James Spetb, head of the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

Ther UNDP has offices in 
136 countries and gives most 
of its approximately $1 billion 
core funds to the SO countries 
that are home to 75* per cent 
of the world's poorest peo- 
ple, most of whom live in 
Africa. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



‘Pepperoni on half, mushrooms on 
half, and one slice with catnip 
instead of oregano.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H«ort Arnold and Mika Argirioo 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(Our ordinary words. 


REMIC 


r \ 

□ 


MHphflManML 


ORFOL 


7 v > 


THIECC 


7 N 7 y "S 


ROOHRR 





I jus! loaded it 
with meat 



WHEN THE F=REEZER 
BROKE POWN THEy 
LOST 


Now arrange the circled letters 10 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Pnn, answer Ae„ [XlXI j till] 

(Answers tomorrow} 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: BULLY SOGGY YEOMAN BOTTLE 
Answer Some people think a pub Is good for this — 
WHAT ALES YOU 


Peanuts 



WHICH GRAMMA GAVE ME THE 
BOOK FOR CHRISTMAS.. TME FAT 

THE SKINNY ONE 


ONE OR THE SKINNY ONE? __ 

V 

up 




GRAMMAS 
SHOULD HAVE 
NAMES LIKE 
p. PEOPLE.. ^ 

UT 



Andy Capp 



(SOMEBODY'S HAPPy) l 



ON MY WAY t 

HOME, RUSE.iVE 
FIGURED OUT A 
WAY ID SAVE A 
FIVER ON MY 
WEEKLY 
SHOPPING BILL 





L BE 

WHEN 
HEARS- . 

A 


Ydontmsu 

(jJBSL 


^NTHESTRENSTH of 
, SAVIN© « 

OF A FTVER, HE'LL GO 
OUT AND sj>END A 
TENNER 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



UAE 
economy 
grows 
by 6.5 % 
in 1995 





Vi»ek* 




..-■rt L .. 


... ^ afeN* 




ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) economy grew by 
nearly 6.5 per cent in 1995 
due to higher crude prices 
and expansion in non-oil sec- 
tors, foe state-run Emirates 
Industrial Bank (EEB) said 
Saturday. 

Tbe gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) grew to 143.5 
billion dirhams ($39.1 billion) 
in 1995 from 134.8 billion 
dirhams ($36.73 billion) in 
1994, the bank said in a study 
carried by the official news 
agency WAM. 

The 1995 growth is nearly 
double the 3.7 per cent rate 
recorded in 1994, when oQ 
prices clipped to $15.50, their 
lowest level in. five years. 

EIB said the rise in crude 
prices to $16.8 in 1995 
boosted the oil sector's con- 
tribution to the GDP by 7 3 
per cent, to 48-3 bUIion 
dirhams ($12.26 billion) in 
1994. 

It showed most of tbe dod- 
oil sector's components grew 
in 1995 as the government 
maintained high spending 
and tbe private sector gained 
momentum. 

Banking increased by 5.9 
per cent to 7.2 billion 
dirhams ($1.96 billion) from 
6.8 billion dirhams ($1.85 bil- 
lion) and the non-oil industry 
by 8.2 per cent to 11.8 billion 
dirhams ($3.21 billion) from 
around 11.2 billion dirhams 
($3.05 billion), the study 
said. 

The construction sector 
surged by 9.8 [»er cent while 
there was a similar growth in 
trade. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 4, 1996 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You can put those fine 
ideas you had at this time to 
work and get much accom- 
plished in your present career 
activities. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) Concentrate on getting 
whatever is needed to make 
your home more charming 
and functional. Get your war- # 
drobe in better order. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Have those talks with 
bigwigs during the daytime 
today and get excellent re- 
sults, but avoid disagree- 
ments at home later this 
evening. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Get that plan in 
operation which can yield 
you fine benefits early today' 
and be most careful while 
driving on the highways and 
byways. 


•~a- 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You can advance quickly to- 
day both in business and per- 
sonal affairs so get busy early 
in the morning and make 
headway. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Early today 
study how to add to your 
present advancement and la- 
ter in the evening, pursue 
your aims and desires for 
being successful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) It is best you get 
out to see others at this time 
and get away from home for 
awhile and find new interests 
which are prosperous. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be poised 
when taking your talents to 
bigwigs who can help you 
become more successful and 
work out personal matters 
later. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You 
have excellent ideas today 
which good friends can assist 
you to put across, then study 
your plan for public accept- 
ance. 
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CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Go to see a 
clever person in business to- 
day and gain advice on how 
to become more successful 
and then be sure to follow it. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) This is a good 
day today to be out in the 
business world and meet with 
worthwhile persons. Your fu- 
ture may be brighter with 
your efforts later this even- 
ng. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get your vocation- 
al experience better placed 
today so that you can profit 
more from it, then have a 
meeting with outside part- 
ners. 
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Appreciating Iraqi dinar realises hope of many Jordanians 


By P.V. Vbtfaui awt 

Jordan Times Srsitf Reporter 

AMMAN — The spectacular 
recovery of the Iraqi dinar in 
the last three weeks holds out 
the promise of dramatic pro- 
fits for hundreds of Jurda- 
nkfiS, despite lingering fears 
over the known unpredicta- 
bility in Iraqi decision- 
waking, moneychangers said 
Saturday. 

For many, the gains are 
only of a few thousands, but 
there are heavyweights 
whose holdings in Iraqi di- 
nars run into millions. 

Whether thousands or mil- 
lions, the seven- or eight-fold 
gain of the Iraqi dinar m the 
last three weeks represents 
the realisation of a dream for 
many in Jordan, housewives 
and bankers as well as ex- 
patriate workers included. 


A cursory survey of the 
Jordanian moncychanging 
scene clearly indicates that 
not many had heeded an 
advice from the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ ) not to specu- 
late in currency after a bitter 
experience with the Iraqi di- 
»ar almost three years ago. 

There is no blanket law 
against Jordanians holding 
foreign currency although 
there are provisions that 
could be used by the Centra! 
Bank to dissuade specula- 
tion. 

Some of the investors in 
Iraqi dinars have already un- 
loaded their investment with 
relatively moderate gains, 
while others are holding out. 
hoping to reap fortunes when 
Iraq actually accepts an oil 
deal with the U.N. 

"1 have been waiting for 
more than two verars and had 


actually written off my JD 
l.OUG investment in Iraqi di- 
nars." said & downtown gnx- 
er. “Now 1 can afford to wait 
for a few weeks more.” 

One Jordanian dinar fetch- 
ed up to 4,000 Iraqi dinars on 
Feb. 17, one day before Iraq 
announced it was ready to 
discuss the U.N. offer for 
limited oil sales of S2 billion 
worth every six months. 

The plunge started 24 
hoars later, and in about 10 
days the rate was 1 ,500 Iraqi 
dinars to the Jordanian dinar 
m one of the most dramatic 
recoveries that any currency 
staged. 

On Saturday, the rate was 
700 Iraqi dinars to a Jorda- 
nian dinar, with hopes re- 
maining high that the Iraqi 
currency would gain further 
strength as Iraq and U.N. 
open talks on Feb. 6 on the 
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Oil sale offer. 

Adding further optimism 
was a move by the Central 
Bank of Iraq on Saturday to 
set the dinar at 500 from 700 
to the dollar in the third 
revaluation in a week. The 
actual rate in the Baghdad 
market was around 460 di- 
nars to the dollar. 

Many speculators, wary of 
any Iraqi move to cancel or 
replace the currency in cir- 
culation, have already moved 
their holdings to Baghdad 
lest the Iraqi government 
would announce all Iraqi 
banknotes outside the coun- 
try null and void. 

"There is a considerable 
amount of Iruqi dinars avail- 
able in Jordan although there 
is no precise estimate," said 
Mutie Kabariti. head of the 
Jordanian Moneychangers 
Association. 

"But the amount of Iraqi 
dinars held in Iraq by Jorda- 
nians is much higher," he 
said. Such a practice was 
prompted by fears that Bagh- 
dad might replace the curren- 
cy anu limit any offer to 
change the banknotes to 
those within Iraq, said Mr. 
Kabariti. 

Many Jordanian specula- 
tors and businessmen were 
believed to have lost up to 
SI00 million in 1994, when 
the Iraqi government re- 
placed pan of its currency. 
Baghdad allowed the ex- 
change of banknotes in cir- 
culation within the country 
for new currency, but closed 
off the borders to prevem the 
entry of the cancelled bank- 
notes for three days. 

Frustrated speculators 
even burnt their Iraqi dinars 
by the thousands in down- 


town Amman when the dead- 
line expired and many of 
them vowed never to touch 
the currency again since what 
they had lost already repre- 
sented a fortune. 

At least two Jordanians 
reportedly committed suicide 
because they had lost all they 
possessed and two others 
died of shock because of the 
loss. 

Many others who were 
holding valid Iraqi currency 
then were encouraged to 
dump their investment lest 
those banknotes would be 
also be declared null and 
void. But most of them hung 
on, and they now believe 
their bet is about to pay off. 

“I’m holding on to my two 
million Iraqi dinars until the 
price comes down to around 
100 dinars to a dollar," said 
Marwan, a Jordanian 
officeworker. "It might even 
go further down, but I won't 
be taking any chances beyond 
the 100-dinar mark." 

Given (hat his investment, 
some two years ago, was 
around JD 1,000 for two mil- 
lion Iraqi dinars. Marwan 
would gam a neat JD 3,tiiW if 
he were to sell today. But if 
hopes for a further streng- 
thening of the dinar come 
true, a smalt fortune — JD 
19,000 — is in the offing for 
Marwan whose take-home 
pay is about JD 220 a month. 

There are some who are 
hoping that the exchange rate 
for the dinar could eventually 
settle down to somewhere 
near the pre -crisis level of 
three or four to the dollar. 

That's when overnight mil- 
lionaires would be made in 
Jordan. 

AH dreams and hopes of 


those holding Iraqi currency 
in Jordan could be shattered 
if the Iraqi government opts 
to invalidate the currency, a 
possibility being discussed 
but optimistically discounted 
by most. 

Luai Alarm, of the AJami 
Exchange Company, said 
"there are rumours that the 
Iraqi government might can- 
cel the currency, but there is 
also a strong belief that it 
would nor do so." 

"As far as what we have 
heard, there is no truth to 
such rumours." added Mr. 
Alarm. 

Mr. Kabariti also said he 
believed there would not be 
any such cancellation. "The 
currency is gaining strength, 
and so there is no reason for 
the government to cancel 
anything." 

But no: all share that 
optimism. "We’ve heard that 
the Iraqi government is print- 
ing 5,UXi-dinjr notes,” said 
Qasem, who owns a small 
cafe in Amman. "Why 
should they prim such cur- 
rency if the intention ts not to 
replace the existing bank- 
notes?" 

"I've already sold what 1 
had and gamed JD 2,000." 
said Qasem. 

Sawsan. a housewife, says 
she is facing a dilemma. 
“Should I sell now or wait for 
better returns a few # days 
later." she said. "The risk is 
that Iraq may simply declare 
the currency invalid; then Pd 
lose everything. 

“But I don’t want to blame 
myself for selling now with 
less profits than a few weeks 
later when the strength of the 
dinar could be really some- 
thing." 
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Industrial Development 
Bank boosts net 
profit to JD 4.8 million 
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AMMAN (Petra) — ^The In- 
dustrial Development Bank 
(IDB) last year posted a net 
profit on its operations 
amounting to JD 4.8 million 
compurcd to JD 2.2 million in 
1994 registering an increase 
of 'll 8 per cent, according to 
ari; IDB report released 
Saturday. 

The increase in profits 
came from revenues which 
amounted to JD 7,3 million 
in 1995 compared to JD 4.7 
million in the previous year 
and also as a result of the 
bank’s policy of rationalising 
spending and reducing ex- 


penses from JD 2.2 million in 
1994 to JD 1.9 million in 
1995, said the report. 

The IDB’s total assets rose 
last year to reach JD 135 
million compared to JD 124 
million at a rime when the 
volume of credit to industrial 
and tourism projects also 
rose last year to be around 
JD 101 million compared to 
JD 91 million in the previous 
year, the report said. 

The shareholders’ net equi- 
ty rose to JD 28 million com- 
pared to JD lb million at the 
end of 1994, registering an 
increase of 75 per cent, added 


the report, which noted that 
in the past year the bank 
conducted feasibility studies 
on various areas with invest- 
ment potential, like leather, 
engine cylinders, readymade 
garments, and is placing the 
outcome of the studies under 
the investors* disposal. 

Under a special agreement 
. between Jordan and Ger- 
many. the IDB will be receiv- 
ing nearly JD 2.5 million loan 
to be relent to industrial 
businesses in Jordan to fi- 
nance the installation of 
equipment and to reduce 
pollution to the environment. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press ] 

Mahasoeb: Israeli ports not feasible 
for transporting goods to Jordan 

ALTHOUGH FREIGHT charges from Israeli pons to 
Europe are low, the overall transportation cost from these 
pom arc much higher than shipping fees from Aqaba, 
Ports Corporation Director-General Dureid Mahasneh has 
said. He explained that congestion at the Israeli pons, 
security measures imposed by the authorities and the 
difficulty to transport goods via Sheikh Hussein Bridge 
make shipping from the port of Haifa not feasible. Dr. 
Mahasneh said die corporation was considering large cuts 
on shipping charges on goods destined for Israel and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

Dr. Mahasneh will head a Jordanian delegation to Cairo 
this week to hold negotiations with the Suez Canal 
Authority that might result in a 50 per cent reduction of 
fees on goods and vessels crossing the canal towards 
Aqaba. Jordan and Egypt have previously agreed on a 20 
per cent reduction of fees but this cut is not sufficient in 
light of practical steps in the peace process and the 
emergence of Israeli pons as a real competitor for Arab 
ports including Aqaba and the Suez Canal. 

An official source said that the Suez Canal Authority had 
reduced the fees on Jordanian goods but a decision has not 
been issued by the Cabinet concerning similar reductions 
on fees at Aqaba port- A decision might be issued shortly 
after resolving some difficulties raised by the Ministry of 
Finance, the source added. 

Dr. Mahasneh revealed that the government will soon be 
Liking major steps to raise the efficiency at the Aqaba port 
to be able to compete with Israeli ports as both countries 
star: implementing the peace process. He indicated that the 
Aqaba port will enter a new stage as recommended by a 
Japanese study which proposed raising the productivity 
capacity and expanding the containers’ port and the 
industrial port. Dr. Mahasneh denied that there is an 
intention to limit Aqaba to bulk cargo (A1 Ra’i). 

'‘Call-back” telephone system is 
forbidden 

THE COMMISSION for organising the telecom- 
munications sector is launching a campaign on traders and 
companies using the "call-back” system. The commission 
has asked the Department of Income Tax not to deduct or 
accept the "call-back" telephone bills as expenses because 
this type of telepohone calls is banned by law. A special 
committee has been formed to crack down on all those who 
use this systems by disconnecting their telephones and 
sending the violators to courts (A1 Ra’i). 

Governor closes 14 coffee shops for 
allowing * immoral 9 practices 

•sri: FOURTEEN COFFEE shops were ordered closed by 
the Amman governor for “immoral" practices incompati- 
ble with respect for the month of Ramadan. According to 
informed sources the inspection campaign on coffee shops 
allowed to open after iftar is continuing. Coffee shops can 
hire lute player and provide hubble-bubble on condition 
that no violations, such as singing or dancing, occur. 
Violations have been found and the owners of these coffee 
shops were detained. 

Meanwhile, campaigns are continuing to ensure that all 
liquor shops and entertamemnt clubs which serve alcohol 
remain dosed until the end of Ramadan. 

AJ Dustour to give 25% in dividend 

** THE JORDAN Press and Publishing Company, which 
issues the Arabic daily Al Dustour, will distribute 25 per 
cent in dividend for fiscal 1995 and the remaining amount 
of net profits for the year will be transferred to retained 
earnings. The company expects 1996 to be finandally more 
rewarding as, under the new income tax law. AI Dustour 
will be paying 15 per cent tax on net profit and not 38 per 
cent as previous years (Al Dustour). 
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Sports 


Magic Vs Michael a sideshow 
as Pippen leads Bulls past Lakers 


INGLEWOOD. California 
(R) — It was hyped as Magic 
versus Michael, but Scottie 
Pippen stole the show. 

Pippen scored 30 points 
and Dennis Rodman grabbed 
a season-high 23 rebounds as 
the Chicago Bulls routed the 
Los Angeles Lakers 99-84 
Friday for their ISth straight 
win. 

The matchup between 
Magic Jobnson and Michael 
Jordan — facing each other 
for the first time since the 
1991 NBA finals — never 
materialised. 

Johnson, in his second 
game back after 4l£ years off 
due to his infection with the 
AIDS vims, had just 13 
points in 32 minutes, while 
Jordan, the NBA's scoring 
leader at better than 30 
points per game, had just 17 
points. 

“It was great,” said Pip- 
pen. “I knew the whole game 
would be built up around 
Michael and Magic and it'd 
give me the opportunity to 
put on my own little show on 
the side." 

The Bulls, who led by as 
many as 26 points, set a 
franchise record with their 
ninth straight road win and at 
41-3 improved the best three- 
loss mark in league history. 

Johnson didn't have nearly 
the success he did against the 
defenceless Golden State 
Warriors in his return Tues- 
day, when he had 19 points. 
'10 assists and eight rebounds. 

Rodman outrebounded the 
entire Lakers team for much 
of the game and added 10 
points, mostly on follow 
shots. Chicago held a 43-29 
edge in rebounds. 

The Bulls, without starting 
centre Luc Longley and 
swingman Toni Kukoc, got a 
boost from their backup cen- 
tres as James Edwards scored 
12 points and Bill Wenning- 
* ton added 11. Lakers centre 
Vlade Divac scored just two 
points. 

In Cleveland, Chris Mills 
scored 23 points and Danny 
Ferry 22 as the Cavaliers tied 
an NBA record with 10 three- 
pointers in the first half in an 
easy 107-85 win over the 
Phoenix Suns. 

Charles Barkley and Kevin 
Johnson each had IS points 
for Phoenix, now 4-3 on its 
13-<lay, eight-game road trip. 

Phoenix forward Danny 
Manning, playing his first 
game in nearly a year after 
knee surgery, finished with 
10 points and three blocks in 
26 minutes. 

In Orlando, Shaquille 
O'Neal scored 25 points as 
the Magic remained perfect 
at home with a 108-95 victory 
over the Atlanta Hawks. 

Orlando improved to 23-0 
at home and has won 30 
straight home games since 
last March 14. The Magic 
also extended their home 
winning stteak against East- 
ern Conference opponents to 
45 games. 

Stacey Augmon scored 21 
points for Atlanta, whch has 
lost three straight since hav- 
ing a 10-game winning streak 
snapped. 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson scored 21 points 
and Chuck Person hit two 
three-pointers in the final 
2:36 as the Spurs pulled away 
for a 101-90 win over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves. 

Sean Elliott added 20 
points for San Antonio, 
which has won three straight 
and improved to 18-5 at 
home this season. 

Isaiah Rider scored 20 
points for Minnesota, which 
was outscored 14-2 in the 
final 2:36. 

At Utah, Karl Malone re- 
corded his first triple double 
in a 10-year career and John 
Stockton had a season-high 
31 points and 11 assists as the 
Jazz defeated the Los 
Angeles Clippers 122-113 for 
their fourth consecutive vic- 
tory. 

Malone had 27 points, 15 
rebounds and 10 assists for 



The Chicago Bulb Michael! Jordan (23) and 
the Los Angeles Lakers Magic Johnson renew 
their rivalry since Johnson returned to the 


Lakers, after retiring when he tested positive 
for the HTV virus. The BoDs beat the Lakers, 
99-84 (Renters photo) 



The Los Angeles Lakers Magic Johnson (right) 
and the Chicago Bulb Michael Jordan (left) 


walk off court together after their NBA game 
in Inglewood, California (Reuters photo) 


the Jazz. Jeff Hornacek 
added 27 points. 

Terry Dehere scored 31 
points to lead the Clippers, 
who have lost four straight 
and eight of their last nine. 

At Washington, Juwan 
Howard had 26 points and 
eight rebounds and Calbert 
Cheaney added 23 points as 
the Bullets beat the Portland 
Trail Blazers 113-97 for their 
third straight vicrory. 

Gheorghe Muresan added 
21 points and 16 rebounds as 
the Bullets got their fourth 
consecutive home win. 
Washington played wirhour 
forward Chris Webber, who 
underwent season-ending 
surgery on his left shoulder 
Thursday. 

Rod Strickland scored 20 
points and Gifford Robinson 
19 as the Blazers lost their 
third straight. 

At Indiana. Rik Smits 
scored 31 points and Reggie 
Miller 21 as the Pacers ex- 
tended their franchise-record 


home winning streak to 15 
games with a 116-108 win 
over the Boston Celtics. 

Todd Day scored 22 points 
and Dana Banos 19 for Bos- 
ton. which has lost six of 
seven. Indiana has won eight 
of nine. 

At Golden State. Joe 
Smith scored 28 points as the 
Warriors held off the Toron- 
to Raptors 114-111. salvaging 
a split of the season series. 

Golden State won for the 


third time in nine games. 

Damon Stoudamire scored 
25 points for Toronto, which 
has lost four in a row and fell 
to 2-19 on the road. 

In Vancouver. Armon Gil- 
liam had 29 points and 10 
rebounds as the New Jersey 
Nets handed the Grizzlies 
their fourth straight loss. 93- 
84 in the first meeting be- 
tween the teams. 

Byron Scott scored 27 
points to lead Vancouver. 



RESULTS 


Indiana 

116 

Boston 

108 

Orlando 

108 

Atlanta 

95 

Washington 

113 

Portland 

97 . 

Cleveland 

107 

Phoenix 

\ 85 

San Antonio 

101 

Minnesota 

90 

Utah 

122 

LA Clippers 

113 

New Jersey 

93 

Vancouver 

84 

Golden State 

114 

Toronto 

111 

Chicago 

99 

LA Lakers 

84 


Carl Lewis gears up for final year 


HOUSTON (AP) — Carl 
Lewis has won many races 
during his brilliant track and 
field career. Now he's headed 
toward the finish line. 

Lewis, who will be 35 on 
July 1. says this year will be 
his last Olympic Games. He 
won't be in Greece for the 
1997 World Championships 
or in Australia for the 2000 
Olympics. 

“No Athens, no Sydney," 
he said. 

On Saturday, Lewis, win- 
ner of nine Olympic gold 
medals and nine world cham- 
pionship gold medals, will 
face some of the world's best 
sprinters, including world 
outdoor record>holder Lp.oy 
Burrell and Olympic 200- 


metre champion Mike 
Marsh, in the 60 metres at the 
gallery furniture games at the 
University of Houston. 

In the race. Lewis will be 
looking for indications of 
how he’ll do while trying for 
his final Olympic team. 

“It will show me where I 
am in terms of my start and 
.the first part of my 100 
(metres)," said. *T still have 
my speed — the first 30 
metres is where I was gening 
killed last year." 

Last season was the first 
time since high school that 
Lewis failed to rank among 
the world's top 10 in the 100. 
His No. 7 ranking in the long 
jump was his lowest since 
high school. 


After several months of 
weight training and otheT 
conditioning, Lewis figures 
he has improved his body 
strength by 40 per cent over 
last year. He weighs 185 
pounds, close to the 179 he 
weighed when he set the 
then-100 world record of 9.86 
seconds in 1991. 

Following the Houston 
meet. Lewis' first indoor 
meet since 1992. Lewis plans 
to ran the 60 metres next 
month at the U.S. indoor 
Championships at Atlanta. 

As his lengthy career winds 
down — he made his first 
Olympic team in 1980 at age 
19 — Lewis said longevity is 
among his proudest accom- 
plishments. 


"I hope that in 10 years 
from now, longevity is the 
norm and now the exception, 
that people will say. ‘he did 
it. and I can do it. too."’ he 
said. 

Lewis is the only three- 
time winner of the Olympic 
long jump. He also owns the 
world indoor record. 28 feet.% 
10 1-4 (8.79 metres), which 
he set at (he 1984 Millrose 
Games in New York. But he 
has never gotten the record 
he wants most — the world 
outdoor long jump mark. 

Mike Powell broke Bob 
Beamon's 23-year-old record 
of 29-2, 1-2 (8.90 metres) 
with a leap of 29-4. i-2 (8.95 
metres) at the 1991 World 
Championships at Tokyo. 
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Singapore bodybuilder shocked by life ban 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Asia’s top woman bodybuilder, Jojo 
Sinclair of Singapore, has again denied using banned muscle- 
enhancing drags despite the surprise disclosure that a life ban 
imposed on her followed three positive tests for steroid use. 

“I’ve never taken drugs and I never will," Sinclair was 
quoted as saying by news reports Saturday after the Interna- 
tional Federation of BodvBuilders (IFBB), the sport's gov- 
erning body, imposed the harshest possible punishment. 

The ban was imposed after two urine tests revealed she had 
taken the banned muscle-enhancing drug Stanazolol at the 
world championships three months ago in Belgium where she 
won the 52-kilogram (114-pound) lightweight crown. 

Sinclair, 44, has been ordered to return her gold medal to 
the IFBB headquarters in Montreal. Canada, and was given 
two weeks to appeal to the body for a final evaluation and 
investigation on the matter. 

She also faces the loss of potentially lucrative sponsorships. 

What shocked sporting circles here was an IFBB revelation 
that this was not the first time — as had previously been 
assumed — that Sinclair had tested positive for steriod usage. 

The local bodybuilding federation released a statement from 
the IFBB which stated Sinclair had first tested positive for the 
steriod Nandrolone at the World Games in The Hague. 
Holland, where she emerged runner-up. 

Her medal was subsequently forfeited and the IFBB issued 
her a warning. 

But she again tested positive for the use of Mandrolone at 


the World women’s and mixed pairs' championships in ■ 
"Warsaw, Poland, four, months later , the statement said, and 
the federation banned Sinclair for a year from November 27, 
1993. 

Sinclair had explained her absence dunng that period by 
saying she wanted to devote more time to her family, news 
reports said. 

Her lawyer, Edmond Pereira, said Sinclair was notified of 
the ban by the world body through the Singapore Bodybuil- 
ders’ Federation. 

"She was shocked to read the contents of the letter and even 
more shocked to read the allegations that she had tested 
positive twice for drug usage in 1993," the statement said. 

When asked whether she did return the medal after the 1993 
Holland Games as claimed by the IFBB, Pereira was quoted 
by The Straits Times daily as saying: "She would rather not 
comment at this time." 

Sinclair said she would appeal against the lifetime ban as 
well as the urine testing procedures adopted ar the world meet 
in Belgium. 

Sinclair's latest affair has also landed the Singapore body- 
builders’ federation in trouble. 

Besides a J4.000 fine, the Singapore body also received a 
one-year national team disqualification from all IFBB- 
sancrioned events — such as the Asian and world cham- 
pionships — with effect from November 16, 1995. 


IOC’s top medical official wants flexible bans 


LONDON (AP) — At a 
time when sports federa- 
tions are taking a tougher 
line on doping sanctions, 
the Olympics' top medical 
official is calling for a softer 
approach. 

Prince Alexandre de 
Merode, chairman of the 
IOC medical commission, 
says automatic two-year 
and four-year drug bans are 
too severe and should be 
replaced by a more flexible 
system of penalties. 

De Merode’s comments 
signal a turnaround in the 
policy of the International 
Olympic Committee, 
whose won guidelines sug- 
gest a two-year suspension 
for a first performance- 
enhancing drug offense and 
life ban for a second. 

The IOC has been at the 
forefront of a campaign to 
harmonise anti-doping 
rules, procedures and sanc- 
tions among all internation- 
al sports federations. But 
achieving a unified front 
has proved elusive, if not 
impossible. 

For instance: 

☆ The International 
Weightlifting Federation, 
seeking to clean up the 
sport's reputation for dop- 
ing scandals, has an auto- 
matic life ban for first-time 
offenders. 

ft The International 
Amateur Athletic- Federa- 
tion, governing body, ,of 
athletics, rejected propos- 
als last year to adopt two- 
year suspensions and up- 
held its automatic four-year 
ban for athletes testing 



Prince Alexandre de Merode, chairman of the medical commis- 
sion of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) seen daring 
an interview in Brussels (Renters photo) 


positive for performance- 
enhancing drags for the 
first time. 

ft Under pressure to get 
tough following a series of 
Chinese doping scandals, 
the International Swim- 
ming Federation FINA re- 
cently doubled its sanctions 
from two years to four 
years. 

Athletics and swimming, 
two of the biggest Olympic 
sports, are now out of Ime 
with the IOC’s medical 
code. 

“I think it’s a mistake," 
De Merode said in a tele- 
phone interview. “These 
derisions were taken by 
people without experience 
in doping, by delegates 
from far away. They have 
the impression that giving 
tough penalties will stop 
the problem. Instead it will 
multiply the problems." 

De Merode said he will 
make his new proposals at 


a meeting of the IOC dop- 
ing sub-commission on 
Feb. 24-25. 

“I will propose a system 
based on flexibility without 
fixed sanctions," he said. 
“We need a scale of sanc- 
tions that are realistic and 
can be applied. Each case is 
different. The responsibili- 
ties are different. We must 
have a good balance with 
reality/’ 

De Merode proposes a 
two-year sanction that in- 
volves a six-month ban 
from all competition, fol- 
lowed. by six months of 
limited eligibility for cer- 
tain events and then a one- 
year probation period with 
regular doping checks. 

“De Merode. a Belgian 
who is an IOC vice- 
president, said total two- 
and four-year bans have 
proven impossible to up- 
hold in national courts in 
some coutries. 


“If they are not applic- 
able. it’s ridiculous to have 
such sanctions," he said. 
“Faring the court we will 
lose every time. We must 
have rules that can be 
accepted by the court. If we 
don’t, we will lose regularly 
and we will also lose the 
battle." 

Increasingly, athletes 
have turned to litigation to 
challenge positive test re- 
sults and doping suspen- 
sions. In one of foe higher- 
profile cases, Germany’s 
former world champion 
sprinter Katrin Krabbe is 
seeking more than half a 
million dollars in lost earn- 
ings from the IAAF and 
German federation over a 
doping ban that ended her 
career. 

De Merode said doping 
sanctions should not rob 
athletes of their livelihood 
but allow them the chance 
to resume their careers 
once they have served their 
punishment. 

"We acknowledge that 
athletes have a job," De 
Merode said. “You can’t 
say to someone: you lose 
your job.’ There should be 
a second-level of sanctions 
that are not so high but are 
strong enough so that you 
can continue practising." 

De Merode cited foe in- 
justice of foe current sys- 
tem. 

“If I kill somebody and I 
'lave a good lawyer, I can 
get out after only one or 
two years,” he said. “If an 
athlete takes a small pill, he 
can be banned for life." 
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Williams 
declines 
comment over 
manslaughter 
charges 


WOKING, England (AP) — 
Williams Formula One offi- 
cials declined comment on 
repons that manslaughter 
charges were about to be 
filed against the team's top 
two officials in the death of 
Grand Prix superstar Ayrton 
Senna. 

The Brazilian driver was 
killed May i. 1994. 

Italian investigating magis- 
trate Maurizio Passarini has 
also been studying evidence 
in the death of Simtek For- 
mula One driver Roland Rat- 
zenberger, who was killed in 
qualifying 24 hours earlier. 


Officials sue to keep Seahawks 


• j ,\ 


SEATTLE (AFP) — Area officials went to 
court here Friday to stop the National Foot- 
ball League Seahawks from flying off to Los 
Angeles in foe league's fifth franchise move 
within a year. 

Officials filed suit against team owner Ken 
Behring and sought a restraining order to 
prevent a move to Southern California, most 
likely to play in the Pasadena Rose Bowl until 
a planned new stadium is built. 

“It is time to stop the madness in the 
National Football League,” King County 
executive Gary Locke said. "This madness of 
franchise relocation in the NFL has got to 
stop. We will take every legal action neces- 
sary." 

The Cleveland Browns face a similar suit 
from their home city over owner An modeil's 
plan to relocate the dub to Baltimore. Press-’ 
urc also faces the Houston Oilers over plans 
to move to Nashville. Tennessee. 

This wave of “move to the highest bidder" 
relocations was touched off last vear when 
two dubs departed Los Angeles, the Raiders 
for their former home in Oakland and the 


Rams for St. Louis. 

“LA is just not a football town." Seattle 
tight end Trey Junkin said. “Ask the Rams 
and Raiders why they left. One of the reasons 
is nobody cares. Traditionally they have never 
been a big football town." 

But tradition is a losing hand in the free 
agency switches where owners seek not just 
profitability, but the greatest potential pro- 
fitability, and some cities are bending over 
backwards to oblige them. 

One bit of tradition might survive even if 
the dub leaves. Behring said he plans to leave 
foe team logo, nickname, uniform and colors 
behind in case the city should wish to use 
them for a possible later dub. 

That also ensures huge income for Behring 
through the sale of new souvenirs, clothing 
and other items bearing the new nickname, 
logo and colors of the relocated frarichis. 

Behring reportedly plans to set up offices in 
Anaheim and explore four potential stadium 
sites nearby, with plans to build an adjacent 
theme park with an American football theme. 
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Canadian Donovan Bailey (lefl) beats Canada’s Bruny Surin 
(3), the USA’s Henry Neal and the USA’s Tim Hardin in the 
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Eighteen-ycjir-oki Iva Majoti of Croatia con- . 
cent rates us she makes' a return to S*b& 
opponent Martina Hingis during a semifinal of 


the Pan- Pacific Open women's indoor tennis 
tournament in Tokyo (Reuters pboto) 


Majoli, Sanchez 
Vicario to play 
Pan-Pacific final 


TOKYO (R) — Third seed 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
beat Conchita Martinez in an 
all-Spank.jp semifinal to set up 
a meeting with giant-killer 
Iva Majoli in Sunday's final 
of the Pan Pacific Indoor 
women's tennis tournament. 

Sanchez Vicano surprised 
her compatriot, the world 
number three, by attacking 
the net on Saturday to take 
their match 6-4, 5-7. 6-4. 

"I think Conchita was a 
little bit surprised because 
she did not expect me to use 
such tactics." Sanchez Vicar- 
io said. 

Croatia’s Majoli. who 
knocked lop seed Monica 
Seles out of the quarter- 
finals. beat Swiss teenager 
Martina Hingis 3-6. 6-3. 6-0 
in the other semifinal. 

Majoli. ranked eighth m 
the world, dropped the first 
set after Hingis broke her in 
the fourth game. 

The 15-year-old Hingis, a 
quarrer^finalist at last 
month's Australian Open, 
went 2-0 up in the second set. 

But Majoli. IS. won the 
next four games and went on 
to take the set. 

"Martina started really 
well and 1 did not control the 
ball in the first set," said 
Majoli. "But in the middle of 
the second set I started play- 
ing better and concentrated 
and focused on every’ point." 



Switzerland’s Martina Hingis 


A dejected Hingis, seeing 
the match slipping away after 
her good surt, made a lot of 
unforced errors in the final 
set. 

Sanchez Vicario nearly had 
her semifinal wrapped up in 
straight sets. After winning 
the first set she raced ahead 


to 5-2 in the second before 
Man inez fought back to win 
five games m a row and force 
a final set. 

Sanchez Vicario, 24, said 
of the final: "I have beaten 
Iva in all our previous en- 
counters and 1 wilt just try to 
play my game." 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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Asian Games 
to proceed on 
expensive 
snow 

BEIJING (AP) ~ The Win- 
ter Asian Games, opening 
Sunday with skiers and ska- 
ters from 17 nations, is run- 
ning up an expensive bill for 
snow, China’s official news 
agency says. 

The area of northeast Chi- 
na serving as hot for Asia’s 
version of the Winiei Olym- 

E ics has had little snow in the 
1 st two months, and organis- 
ers have paid local farmers 
200,000 yuan (525,000) to 
carry artificially made snow 
up to Alpine and cross- 
country ski courses, the 
Xinhua news agency reported 
Saturday. 

"This problem will be 
solved soon and it won't hurt 
the games," Xinhua quoted 
Liu Haiyun, general secret- 
ary of the organising commit- 
tee, as saying. 

Farmers were carrying up 
bags of artificial snow from 
the freestyle ski and ski 
jumping areas, it added. 

More than 500 athletes are 
competing in the games, cen- 
tered in Harbin, capital of 
Heilongjiang province, 1.000 
kilometres (625 miles) north- 
east of Beijing. Ski events are 
being held in Yabuli, 200 
kilometres (125 miles) to the 
southeast. 

Kazakhstan, Kuwait and 
Thailand arc making their 
debut in the Winter Asian 
Games, being held for only 
the third time. 

Kazakhstan is expected to 
be a top medal contender. 
Kuwait is sending just one 
Alpine skier, and Thailand is 
sending a figure skater to 
compete in a field that in- 
cludes women's world cham- 
pion Chen Lu of China. 

The games previously were 
held in Sapporo, Japan, in 
1986 and 1990. North Korea 
had been scheduled to serve 
as host in 1994, but withdraw. 


1st Division Basketball Championship 

Orthodox i overcome Jazir eh 85-75 


By Aleeo Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In order to 
keep their title bid alive A1 
Orthodoxi needed to win 
Friday night. And that was 
what they did. 

Al Orthodox! beat At 
Jazireh 85-75 tn their 
second round match and 
will now await their all- 
time rivals Al Ahli whom 
they must defeat to force a 
playoff for the title. This is 
provided both teams win 
the rest of their matches. 

Al Orthodoxi’s win was 
crucial for the team who 
had dominated the game 
from 1976-1989. Had they 
lost to Al Jazireh they 
would have finished third 
for the first time. 

It was probably with that 
fact in mind that Al Ortho- 
dox! turned their first half 
42-35 defeat to a 10-point 
victory . It was undoubtedly 
because of that pressure 
too that Al Jazireh's play- 
ers prnhahy fumbled in the 
second half and eventually 
conceded the match. 

Al Jazireh, a second divi- 
sion team only a decade 
ago, had scored the tourna- 
ment's major surprise de- 
feating titleholdcrs Al Ahli 
76-73 m the first round. 

Their win over Al Ortho- 
dox! would have given 
them second place for the 
first time, but that ambition 
has been put on hold tor 
this season. 

Al Onhodoxi who tost to 
Al Ahli 90-76 in the first 
round final now have a 
clear path before their 
must-win Feb. 15 final 
against Al Ahli. 

However, Al Ahli's play- 
ers who watched Friday 
night's match alongside 
over 200 fans were definite- 
ly not disturbed by their 




Ghaith Ennab i 

rival's form. 

Al Onhodoxi were in an 
unenviable form in the first 
half. Although promising 
player Mahmoud Sha'ban 
netted 1 1 points, his team- 
mates committed a high 
number of mistakes which 
A I Jazireh’s agile players 
like Yousef Abu Baker and 
Saqer Khirfan convened 
through fast- breaks to take 
a 20-14 lead. 

Most of Al Orthodoxies 
players, with the exception 
of Muntaser Abultayyeb. 
also lacked effective 
finishing and rebounding 
and only tried to catch up 
throughout the firs: half 

The game's and 'A! 
Jazireh's top scorer Hus- 
vi m I urfi netted a first 


Mahmoud Sha’ban 

half-high 14 points and- 
together with teammates 
Ihab Qaddoumi and lyad 
Jamai took their team’s 
lead from 30-22 to 36-26! 

Ai Jazireh lost a number 
of chances to build a bigger 
lead as they seemed con- 
tent with ending the first 
half 42-35. 

The second half was the 
exaci opposite of the first 
for both teams. It was Al 
Jazireh who completely 
iacked the rebounding and 
scoring as Al Onhodoxi 
outscored Ai Jazireh 50-33 
to win the match 

Al Orthodoxi veteran 
Hilal Baraka! who was held 
to an unusually-low six 
points in the first half saved 


Sunday’s matches 
^Orthodoxi- Watani 
J alii- Ahli 


(Onhodoxi 1 8 p.m. 
(Irbid) 7 p.m. 



Standings after Friday's matches 
P W L SF SA 

FT$ 

Jazireh 

6 

4 


445 

367 

10 

Ahli 

5 

4 

1 

455 

324 

* 9 

Orthodox] 

5 

4 

1 

446 

346 

9 

Jalil 

6 

2 

4 

331 

307 

8 

Watani 

6 

— 

6 

345 

593 

6 


his team by scoring 15 
points and burdening ai 
Jazireh with many fouls 
that hampered their usual 
scoring. 

Al Orthodoxi then play- 
ed a well-knit defence that 
limited Al Jazireh’s off- 
ence. Yousef Abu Baker 
and SaqtT Khirfan only 
scored two points each 
leaving Husam Lutfi and 
Gh3>th Ennabi to carry the 
burden of scoring. 

Al Jazireh led until the 
5th minute when a three- 
pointer by Sha’ban and two 
points by Jan Sahlieh gave 
At Onhodoxi a 50-48 lead. 
A) Jazirh lost the efforts of 
key centre Ma’an Odeh 
whom the team greatly de- 
pended on in rebounding. 

Al Jazireh took the lead 
for the 'last time at 5S-54. 
•From then on Al Orthodo- 
xi greatly outscored their 
opponents as Barakat and 
Sahlieh scored 21 of the 
next 31 points from free 
throws and three-pointers 
to seal their team's pre- 
cious w-in. 

The game’s scorers were: 
* Al Jazireh: Husam Lutfi 
24, Ghaith Ennabi 15, Ihab 
Qaddoumi 11, lyad Jamal 
9. Yousef Abu Baker 8, 
Saqer Khirfan 6. Munir 
Barakat 2. 

-& Al Orthodoxi: Hilal 
Barakat 21, Jan Sahlieh 17. 
Muntaser Abultayyeb 16. 
Mahmoud Shab'an 16. 
Ziyad Nabulsi 6, Samer 
Nader 4. Fadi Saqqa 3, 
Mudar Barakat 2. 

In another match Al Jalil 
hosted Al Watani in Irbid 
and won 65-46. 

No surprising results are 
expected in the upcoming 
matches Sunday as Al 
Orthodoxi meet Al Watani 
and AI Ahli play Al Jalil 
while Al Jazireh have the 
day off. 


African Nations’ C up 

S. Africa win title 


JOHANNESBURGH (AFP) 
— Substitute Mark Williams 
was South Africa's hero here 
on Saturday as they beat 
Tunisia 2-0 to win the African 
Nations Cup on their first 
attempt. 

Wolverhampton Wander- 
ers’ Williams, 29, scored with 
a header in the 72nd minute 
and a left-foot shot two mi- 
nutes later in moves started 
by playmaker Doctor Khu- 
malo. 

Just as the match was drift- 
ing into obscurity, Williams, 
who replaced out-of-form 
Phil Masinga in the 65th mi- 
nute, hit two goals in three 
minutes. 

A freekick from Khumalo 
was headed on by Mark Fish 
and Tunisian keeper Chokri 
El Quaer saved a point blank 
header from Eric Tinkler. 

The ball bobbled to the 
righthand by-line and Sizwe 
Motanug centred for Wil- 
liams to head home from 
six-yards. 

And, as South Africa were 
still celebrating, Khumalo 
floated another cross to Wil- 
liams who fired left-footed 
past Tunisian keeper Chokri 
El Ouacr. 

The match had exploded 
into life after a goalless first 
half more for grafters and 
workers than football purists. 

South Africa proved they 
could handle the big event. It 
was their first major tourna- 
ment since being readmitted 
to world football just three 
and a half years ago. 

South Africa, founder 
members of African confed- 
eration CAF, were banned 
from FIFA in 1960 for refus- 
ing to field a multi-racial side. 

South Africa took a 13- 


match unbeaten record into 
the finals, and, though they 
lost 1-0 to Egypt in the group, 
they still won the group. 

President Nelson Mandela, 
who earlier sent a good luck 
message to Tunisian presi- 
dent Ben Ali, wore Neil 
Tovey’s number nine sniri as 
he did a lap of the stadium 
with the South African skip- 
per half an hour before kick- 
off. 

Tunisia had done well to 
even make the final. 

10-man Zambia take third 
place 

Ten-man Zambia took 
third-place at the African Na- 
tions Cup here on Saturday 
after an opportunist goal by 
Joel Bwalya for a 1-G win 
over Ghana. 

With striker Kalusha 
Bwalya unable to increase his 
five-goal tally.it was left to 
his midfield namesake to 
cam victory in the 52nd mi- 
nute. 

Zambia were reduced to 
ten-men in the 6Sih minute 
when John Lungu was sent 
off for a second bookable 
offence by bringing down 
Abladc Kumuh. 

Lungu was the fifth player 
to receive his marching 
orders in the finals after Bur- 
kina Faso's Hassane Kama- 
gate, Mozambique keeper 
Rui Alves, Zaire's Nzclo 
Lcmbi and Ghana's Nil 
Lamprey, 

Zambia gave a run-out to 
many unused players and 
Ghana did not field Leeds’ 
United’s Anthony Ycboah, 
& Previous winners of the 
African' Nations’ Cup which 
was hosted by South Africa 
from Jan. 13 to Feb. J. 



Luc Alphand, France's leader or the men's 
downhill skiing World Cup b sandwiched 
between Canada’s second placed Brian Stem- 


mle (left) and Itiay’s third placed Pieter Run- 
galdier after winning the men’s downhill race 
of Garmisch-Partenkirchen, (Reuters photo) 


Seizinger seizes World Cup lead 


1957. JK59 Egypt. 1%2 Ethiopia, J9oJ, Jflo5 Chan. Jtttt 
Zaire. 1970 Sudan. 1972 Congo, 1974 Zaire. 1976 Morocco. 
1978 Ghana. 1980 Nigeria, 1982 Ghana, 1984 Cameroon. 1986 
Egypt. 1988 Cameroon. 1990 Algeria, 1992 Ivory Coast, 1994 
Nigeria. 

Hr Previous hosts of the African Nations' Cup. 

1957 Sudan, 1959 Egypt. 1962 Ethiopia, )9o3 Ghana. 19n5 
Tunisia, 1968 Ethiopia. 1970 Sudan. 1972 Cameroon. 1974 
Egypt. 1970 Ethiopia. 1978 Ghana. 1980 Nigeria. 1982 Libya, 
1984 Ivory Coast, 1980 Egypt, 1988 Morocco, 1990 Algeria. 


VAL D'ISERE, France (R) 
— Speed queen Katja Seizin- 
ger of Germany seized the 
lead in the overall World Cup 
standings with a briilant win 
in the first of two women’s 
downhills on Saturday. 

Seizinger, who had moved 
four points behind leader 
Anita Wachter of Austria by 
winning a super-giant slalom 
here on Friday, picked up 100 
points with her downhill win 
f while a tentative Wachter 
finished out of the top 20. 

A perfect run on a tough, 
2. 87 5- km piste similar to the 
one used in the men’s dow- 
nhills here allowed Seizinger 
to clock a winning time of 
one minute 41.70 seconds. 

American World Cup dow - 
nhill champion Picabo Street 
made few mistakes but had to 
be content with second place. 
0.49 seconds back. 

Italy’s Isolde Kostnercame 
third U.54 seconds behind the 
winner to complete a podium 
made up of arguably the 
three finest downhillers on 
the dram. 

The three had finished in 
exactly the same order in the 
downhill at the 1994 Olympic 
Games in Lillehammer. Nor- 
way. 

Alphand tames .dangerous 
Garmisch piste 


Partenkirchen, Germany, 
Luc Alphand, whose skills on 
the piste are maturing with 
age like a wine from his 
native France, continued his 
downhill dominance with his 
third World Cup victory of 
the season on Friday. 

The 30-year-old French- 
man, who until last season 
had never won a World Cup 
race, tamed one of the most 
dangerous mountains on the 
circuit to take a commanding 
lead in the downhill stand- 
ings. 

In the penultimate dow- 
nhill before this month's 
world championships in Sier- 
ra Nevada, the Frenchman 
attacked Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen *s Kandahar 


piste to clock one- minute 
52.61 seconds. 

Canada’s Brian Stemmle 
was second in 1:52.95, his 
best world cup result, and 
Italy’s Peter Runggaldier 
third, one-hundreth of a 
second further behind. 

The race markect the fiisj 
downhill on the Kandahar 
piste since Austria’s former 
world champion Ulrike 
Maier was killed in a crash 
two years ago. 

The piste had softened i n 
parts because of rising 
temperatures overnight. Bur 
Alphand. who was weft 
aware of the dangers of the 
course after two crashes here 
in the past, skied in almost 
perfectly. 


Fine gets certificate of 
appreciation 

FINE HYGIENIC Paper Co. Ltd., has been awarded 
a certificate of appreciation from the "Consumer 
Directory Magazine" as a result of a study by the 
magazine which has been implemented lately to 
gather consumers opinion of ail "Fine" products. 

This certificate, praises the superb quality of Fine 
products due to the special and sincere efforts that 
Fine Co. takes in producing high standards of 
quality products that respond to the needs and 
demands of the Jordanian consumers, thus increas- 


it® 5 






V* 



CINEMA GM 1+1 

PHILADELPHIA 


WESLEY SNIPES 
& YANCY BUTLER 
in 

PROP ZONE 

Shows' (Z 2 D. 3.30.6 15.0:30. 10;3Qp.m. 


CINEMA TELG99238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TE1-G77420 

CONCORD 

in a r m 1 s t » - j mg me sta 

AMMOUN THEATRE & 

CINEMA/TCL: 618274-618275 

naaros or our national products. 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Nabielch Oubead/saflyah Al 
Omaree/Farouq Fresh a wj 

in 

Atabeht AI Settat 
(1 adie'e Step) 
Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 2 15 .6:45, K:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “1" 

* Police Academy 

Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD u 2" 

* Jim Carrie 

Shows: 2:30, 6:15 

Alaa Zalzali....in 
The Golden Bird 
Operation 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 

“Ahlan Tatbie”piay 
Welcome Normalisatiori 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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Israel to give self-rule council memben travel permits 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel will let members of the newly 
elected Palestinian council travel freely between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, an Israeli official said Saturday. The 
88 council members will be issued special permits allowing 
them to enter Israel on trips between the autonomous Gaza 
Strip and areas in the West Bank under Palestinian control. 
The permits will also allow them to use Israel’s internation- 
al airport. The VIP permits give the members ’’special 
treatment at crossings" and they won’t be affected by 
Israel's closures of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, said 
Shlomo Dror, a Spokesman for Israeli affairs in the areas. 
Palestinian residents of the West Bank and Gaza normally 
cannot enter Israel without a permit. Israel is refusing, 
however, to let the council member’s bodyguards be armed 
inside Israel, the radio said. The bodyguards hold Palesti- 
nian weapons permits that are not recognised by Israel. 


Former cabinet minister shot in Lagos 


LAGOS (AFP) — Former Nigerian Interior Minister Alex 
Thru, the owner of the Guardian press group, was shot and 
seriously wounded on Friday night in Lagos by unknown 
gunmen, the paper's management said. Mr. Ibru was taken 
to a hospital in the Nigerian capital, where his condition 
was described as critical. The shooting took place in Ikoyi, 
a residential area of Lagos. Mr. Ibru, a liberal and member 
of a wealthy and respected business family, is well-known 
for his pro-democracy views. His newspaper group was 
founded in 1983 and the daily Guardian is one of the 
nation's most influential titles. Together with two other 
independent press groups, it was shot down in summer 
1994 by the military junta in a crackdown on the 
independent press and opposition and union leaders 
demanding the restoration of democracy. 


Chinese president to visit Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Chinese President Jiang Zemin is 
expected to visit Egypt in May as part of a tour of Africa 
when he will also travel in Ethiopia, the Egyptian 
president’s office said here Saturday. Mr. Jiang’s trip 
follows an invitation from his Egyptian counterpart Hosni 
Mubarak, and he will be accompanied by a large delegation 
including ministers of foreign affairs, economy, external 
trade, agriculture and industry. The two leaders are set to 
sign several cooperation accords on technology, commerce 
and investments. 


Top Chinese legislator murdered at home 


BEUTNG (AFP) — Li Peiyao, vice-chairman of China’s 
top legislative body — the National People's Congress 
(NPC) standing committee — has been murdered in a 
■scuffle with a thief at his Beijing home, Xinhua said 
Saturday. “The murderer sneaked into Li's residence early 
in the morning on Feb. 2 to steal property," the official 
news agency said. "Li was murdered in fighting with him," 
it said, adding that the unidentified murderer had been 
arrested following a police investigation. Li, 63, was 
elected to the position of NPC standing committee vice 
chairman in 1993. 


Kurd refugees call off hunger strike 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A group of Iraqi Kurdish refugees in 
Pakistan has ended a hunger strike after failing to achieve 
their demand for resettlement in a third country, the Union 
of Kurd Refugees said on Saturday. The Islamabad-based 
union said in a statement that 29 Kurds had called off their 
protest in response to appeals from unidentified -Kurdish 
organisations based in Europe. It accused the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) of "inhumanity’’ 
towards the hunger strikers. Five Kurds began a hunger 
strike outside the UNHCR office in Islamabad on Dec. 10 
and were later joined by 23 others. Six Kurdish women 
began a one-week hunger strike on Jan. 28. A UNHCR 1 
spokesman said last week that resettlement applications 
had already been made on an exceptional basis for all of the 
1,116 Iraqi Kurds living in Pakistan, of which 79 had been 
accepted and 224 were pending. 


3 Aideed aides missing after ambush 


MOGADISHU (R) — Three senior aides to Somali 
warlord Mohammad Farah Aideed are missing after an 
ambush laid by members of the rival Rahanwein Resistance 
Army (RRA), security sources dose to General Aideed 
said on Saturday. Jama Farah Daqarre, chief of protocol of 
Gen. Aideed's “presidential office.” Mohammad Abdi 
Omar, a senior financial advisor, and Abid Jiir, a militia 
commander, went missing after RRA gunmen fired a 
rocket-propelled grenade into the rear of the vehicle in 
which the three were travelling, said offidals who asked not 
to be named. The vehicle's driver later died of injuries 
sustained during the ambush and a bodyguard was killed, 
they said. 


Ferry hijackers face up to 21 years jail 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish prosecutors are seeking up to 
21 years jail for nine pro-Chechen gunmen who hijacked a 
Black Sea ferry last month with around 200 passengers on 
board, the state-controlled Anatolian news agency said. 
The hijackers — six Turks, two Chechens and an ethnic 
Abkhaz from Georgia — were remanded in custody by a 
security court on Thursday and taken to an Istanbul jail. It 
was unclear when the court would sit again. Anatolian, 
quoting the indictment prepared against the gunmen, said 
they would be charged under two separate penal articles for 
an armed group hijack and illegally restricting people's 
freedom with the use of threats and weapons. It said the 
two charges carried total sentences of between nine-and-a- 
half years and 21 years, bur gave no further details 


Khartoum 
sees U.S. 
’conspiracy’ 
within U.N. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudanese President Omar Al 
Bashir denounced a U.N. 
vote condemning Sudan as an 
American "conspiracy,'' the 
daily Al Engaz Al Watani 
reported on Saturday. 

"Sudan will not be fright- 
ened by these conspiracies 
and will not be bothered by 
the claims of enemies, which 
will only make stronger our 
attachment to Islam,” said 
Lieutenant-General Bashir. 

Gen. Bashir expressed his 
regret at the "rush” by 
Ethiopia to put before the 
U.N. Security Council its dis- 
pute with Sudan over three 
militants which Addis Ababa 
has accused Khartoum of 
harboring. 

Ethiopia took the matter to 
the U.N. "under pressure 
from certain countries, espe- 
cially the United States,” 
Gen. Bashir said, quoted by 
the paper. 

It was Gen. Bashir's first 
reaction to the Wednesday 
vote by the Security Council 
condemning Sudan and de- 
manding that it turn over to 
Ethiopia the three suspects in 
the failed June attempted 
assassination of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Addis Ababa. 

The president praised Rus- 
sia, China and a number of 
non-aligned nations who ex- 
pressed reservations over the 
resolution and demanded 
changes. 

Gen. Bashir vowed Sudan 
would stick to its “Islamic 
philosophy despite the con- 
spiracies being drawn up" 
against it. 

After the U.N. vote, 
Washington decided to recall 
its diplomatic personnel from 
Sudan. 


Vatican assails Sudan 


The Vatican on Saturday 
accused Sudan of torturing a 
priest of force him to confess 
to plotting to blow up milit- 
ary installations and aid a 
political opposition move- 
ment. 

The Vatican said Mark 
Lotede was imprisoned in 
Juba, in the south of Sudan, 
before Christmas and re- 
leased in Khartoum on Jan. 
16. 


In a letter sent to the 
Sudanese foreign ministry, 
the Vatican denied the priest 
“or any other member of the 
Catholic Church'’ had plotted 
against the government. 

The Vatican also accused 
Khartoum of torturing a stu- 
dent to force him to accuse 
the priest of the plot and of 
organising the evacuation of 
students to areas held by 
opposition forces. 


Refugees return 


More than 200 Sudanese 
refugees in the Centra! Afri- 
can Republic have returned 
home in the past two days 
under a United Nations prog- 
ramme, the official news 
agency SUNA reported 
Saturday. 

A first group of around 100 
arrived by plane in Khartoum 
on Thursday, followed by a 
second wave of 114 Sudanese 
on Friday, SUNA said, 
adding that the repatriations' 
were to continue through 
Monday. 

The repatriations are part 
of a programme in coopera- 
tion with the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to return 500 
Sudanese from Central Afri- 
ca. 




An old women from the Srebrenica enclave, which was overrun by Serbs last summer, hurlstones at a local 

g overnment building in Tuzla to demand action to local missing Muslim men from Srebrenica following the 
erb seizure of the town (AFP photo) 


Bosnia rejects Serb police presence 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian President AJija Izet- 
begovic said here Saturday 
that letting Serb police stay in* 
four Sarajevo neighbour- 
hoods past a deadline for 
allowing transfer of these dis- 
tricts was illegal. 

"It is a wrong interpreta- 
tion of this part of the Dayton 
(peace) agreement and the 
presence of Serb police in the 
following 45 days is illegal," 
Mr. Izetbegovic said after 
meeting U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. 

The Dayton agreement 
that ended in December Bos- 
nia's nearly four-year war 
orders four Serb-held 
Sarajevo neighbourhoods 
and suburbs to be handed 
over to the Muslim-Croat 
federation. A first deadline 
fell at midnight Saturday for 
Serb forces to be pulled out 
and for a changeover in civil 
authority. 

The federation can move in 
its army and population on 
March 20, 45 days later. 

A grey area seems to be 
emerging over who will 
guarantee police protection 


during the interim period, 
with High Representative 
Carl Bildt, the civil aim of 
the Dayton accord, saying 
Friday that Serb police and 
civil authority could remain. 

Mr. Izetbegovic said Satur- 
day that he had "expressed 
our dissatisfaction with the 
decision of Mr. Bildt that for 
the following 45 days there is 
a presence of Serb police." 

Bosnian Republic Prime 
Minister Hasan Muratovic 
blasted Mr. Bildt's decision 
in a press statement Friday, 
and warned that it could un- 
ravel the. peace process. 

He said U.N. civilian 
police should be guaran- 
teeing security in the Serb- 
held districts. 

An American soldier was 
killed Saturday in a mine 
explosion in Bonsia, the U.S. 
army said. He was the first 
U.S. soldier to die in action 
in Bosnia. 

The soldier, whose name 
was being withheld pending 
notification of next of kin, 
was wounded at a checkpoint 
near the town .of Gradacac, 
40 kilometres north of Tuzla 


at 3:45 p.m. local time (1445 
GMT). 

The soldier was flown to an 
army surgical hospital near- 
by, but was pronounced 
dead. 

“We believe he was on 
foot, a spokesman said. But 
further details were not im- 
mediately available. 

An estimated three to six 
million mines are scattered 
across Bosnia. 

President Bill Clinton was 
briefed about the death dur- 
ing a campaign stop in New 
Hampshire. Asked by a re- 
porter whether the accident 
gave him second thoughts ab- 
out the Bosnian mission, he 
said, "No, not at all.” 

"I told the American peo- 
ple before it started, the 
place was filled with mines,” 
Mr. Clinton said, noting that 
other allied troops had been 
killed in landmine accidents. 

Earlier, Mr. Christopher, 
who is pressing rival leaders 
in former Yugoslavia to hon- 
our the terms of the Dayton 
agreement forged by U.S. 
diplomacy, said he was 
pleased with its progress. 


"In 'an overall sense I am 
very pleased with what I hear 
about compliance with the 
Dayton accord,” he told re- 
porters aboard his plane 
while in flight over Bosnia. 

Apache helicopters patrol- 
led above Sarajevo airport as 
he landed, and his convoy 
took a back road rather than 
the city's notorious “sniper 
alley.” Peacekeeping troops 
have been the targets of a 
rash of sniper attacks this 
week. 


Earlier Mr. Christopher 
spent two hours in Tuzla, the 
main U.S. base in northeast 
Bosnia, and addressed sever- 
al hundred American and 
allied troops who are part of 
the 60,000-member NATO- 
led force helping to imple- 
ment the peace agreement. 


He arrived in Zagreb on 
Friday night and held talks 
with Franjo Tudjman in 
which he urged the Croatian 
president to adhere strictly to 
the Dayton accord, saying 
economic benefits depen- 
dend on Zagreb’s com- 
pliance. 


IAEA: Germans trained Iraqi engineers 


VIENNA (R) — Iraqi nuc- 
lear engineers, known to be 
specialists in piping and weld- 
ing, received training in Ger- 
many and other Western 
countries before the Gulf 
war, an official of the U.N.’s 
nuclear watchdog agency said 
on Friday. 

The engineers worked at 
Iraq’s two pre-war civil re- 
search reactors at Tuwaitha, 
near Baghdad, where inter- 
national experts later found 
evidence of a clandestine 
bomb-making programme, 
the official said. 

“It is known to us that 
Iraqi engineers trained in 
Germany before the Gulf 
war," Hans Meyer, a spokes- 
man for the Internationa] 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), told Reuters. 

"There were many foreign 
companies training Iraqi peo- 
ple," he added. 

Mr. Meyer said the Iraqi 
engineers who spent time at 
one German firm were 
trained specifically in piping 
and welding — part of crucial 
expertise needed for safety 
maintenance of any civil nuc- 


lear research reactor. 

Training foreign engineers 
in the civil nudear industry is 
permissible under arnde four 
of the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty but 
doubts were later raised on 
the wisdom of imparting 
know-how to Iraqis at a time 
when intelligence services 
suspected Baghdad was de- 
veloping arms of mass des- 
truction. 

Knowledge of high-tech 
welding practices would have 
been particularly beneficial 
to Iraq’s secret ambition to 
put together a delivery sys- 
tem for a nudear bomb or 
missile. 

Parts of expertly-turned 
steel tubes were intercepted 
by British customs offidals in 
1991 in what was believed to 
be segments of a so-called 
super gun. 


The super gun affair set off 
a ripple effect of investiga- 
tions and trials across 
Europe, with some firms 
found to have supplied 
weapons parts to Baghdad in 
breach of what appeared to 
be a lightly-applied arms 
embargo. 

Three executives of Swiss 
engineering group Von Roll 
were found guilty by a court 
in Lausanne on Wednesday 
of illegally exporting parts of 
a planned super gun to Iraq. 


said several foreign nudear 
experts had assisted Iraq in 
developing its nuclear bomb 
plans. 


A German scientist, 
apparently on the run, was 
dted as being "a key figure" 
in the clandestine programme 
and was an expert in centri- 
fuges, which Baghdad 
needed to manufacture en- 
riched uranium — the key 
ingredient in an atomic 
bomb. 


Next week a senior British 
judge will issue his long- 
awaited report on British 
arms sales to Iraq in thed980s 
after a three-year probe, 
which could see ministerial 
heads roll. 


Iraq was apparently plan- 
ning to enrich radioactive 
fuel from its French and Rus- 
sian research reactors in 
Tuwaitha. 


Welding those steel parts 
together would have required 
expert handling ana the 
Tuwaitha engineers may have 
garnered the necessary ex- 
perience to do so, an IAEA 
source said, 


The Vienna-based IAEA 
was entrusted by the U.N. 
Security Council after the 
Gulf war to rid Iraq of what 
remained of its nuclear in- 
frastructure, much of which 
was destroyed by U.S.-led 
allied bombing raids during 
the war. 

An IAEA report to the 
Security Council last month 


An IAEA official said this 
week that a German-made 
machine for manufacturing car- 
* bon fibres, destined for Iraq be- 
fore the Gulf war, had gone 
missing. 

The high-tech equipment 
had the potential of creating 
ultra-resistant carbon fibre 
rotors in, a part of the centri- 
fuge which spins uranium at 
high velocity in order to en- 
rich it. 


Statistics on Jordanian ’minorities' — a guessing game 


By Alia Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The numerical 
strength of minorities in Jor- 
dan, whether ethnic or reli- 
gious. has never been official- 
ly established, despite 
periodical census and sur- 
veys. This has led to calcu- 
lated and intelligent guesses 
at best and pure speculation 
at worst. 

. If Jordanians had expected 
the 1994 population census to 
disclose official figures re- 
garding the various minor- 
ities in the Kingdom, they' 
were disappointed, especially 
when one considers the critic- 
isms that abound relating to 
the nature of the questions 
asked, and the manner in 
which the census was con- 
ducted. 

Many viewed it as classify- 
ing household members as 
refugees or displaced per- 
sons. as well as as inquiring 


about personal matters such 
as religious affiliation, in- 
come, and property own- 
ership. However, the’ findings 
were not translated into con- 
crete data made available to 
the public. This angered 
many who felt that their 
privacy was infringed upon 
with little to show for it. 

Hani Hourani, of the New- 
Jordan Research Centre, told 
the Jordan Times Friday that 
the Department of Statistics, 
which carried out the census, 
should have either refrained 
from asking questions relat- 
ing to issues it regarded as 
“sensitive" (such as Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin 
and religion), or asked the 
questions as it did, and then 
announced its findings. 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Alawin. 
director genera! of the De- 
partment of Statistics, told 
the Jordan Times last week 
that categorising Jordanians 
under religious or ethnic 


groupings, was “not a prior- 
ity,” adding that “we (the 
department of statistics) did 
not find it (the percentage of 
minorities in Jordan) very im- 
portant.” 

However, this position 
does not necessarily answer 
the often-heard question of 
the ethnic and religious com- 
position in Jordan, whether 
for statistical purposes or for 
knowledge of the make-up of 
the society. 

"It is very important to 
know the ethnic and religious 
composition of the popula- 
tion, or else the Jordanian 
society will be under wrong 
impressions and will believe 
in false information and ex- 
aggerated figures.” Mr. 
Hourani said. "The absence 
of information actually in- 
creases (political or social) 
sensitives in the country." 

Mustqpha Hamarneh. 
director of the Centre of 
Strategic Studies at the Un- 


icrsity of Jordan, stressed 
that "in a modern society, 
any information concerning 
the demographic composition 
of the population ought not 
be kept secret.” Such in- 
formation helps social scien- 
tists enhance objective re- 
search on the study of society 
as a whole, he asserted. 

A high-ranking official -aid 
that regardless of the reli- 
gious or ethnic background of 
various members of the 
population "there are no 
minorities in Jordan — we 
are all Jordanian." 

According to the census 
data released last week. 92.4 
per cent of Jordan's 4.13 mil- 
lion population are Jorda- 
nian. Dr. Alawin explained 
at a press conference last 
week that Jordanians were 
defined as those who carry 
Jordanian passports, whether 
valid for two or five years. 

The Department of Statis- 
tics has never examined the 


percentage of ethnic minor- 
ities in Jordan, according to 
Dr. Alawin. 

As for religious minorities, 
he said that although the 1994 
census asked households to 
state their religion, the de- 
partment did not find it im- 
portant to disclose its find- 

mi 


iamal Saleh of the De- 
partment of Statistics said the 
last survey disclosing reli- 
gious minorities in the King- 
dom was carried out in 1987. 
According to the survey, a 
copy of which was obtained 
by the Jordan Times, Christ- 
ians accounted for 3.2 per 
cent of a population of 
2,885,000. while “oihers" 
(such os Bahai's) accounted 
for roughly 0.05 per cent. 

The margin of error in this 
study was considerably large 
as’it included non-Jordanians 
living in the country at the 
time, said Mr. Saleh. He 
added that the department 


sampled a small percentage 
of the entire population in 
Jordan, targeting certain 
cities and their suburbs. 

According to a senior, 
source in the Jordanian 
Christian community who re- 
quested anonymity, Jorda- 
nian Christians number 
around 120.000 (approx- 
imately three per cent of the 
population). However, many 
Christians said this figure was 
too low, though they \^fere 
unable to provide an esti- 
mate. 

As for the controversial 
issue of the numerical 
strength of Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin. Fahed Al 
Fa nek, a prominent Jorda- 
nian columnist, wrote in the 
Arabic daily Al Ra’i Tuesday 
that they accounted for 46 
per cent of the population. 
Dr. Fanek. however, refused 
to disclose his source of in- 
formation to the Jordan 
Times. 


The percentage of Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin has 
been widely disputed — with 
percentages ranging from 35 
per cent to 70 per cent. 
However, many commenta- 
tors maintain that the figure 
must be nearly 50 per cent, 
but even this has not been 
substantiated. 

An estiamte by Mr. Houra- 
ni puts the percentage of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin around 50 per cent. “The 
percentage fluctuates accord- 
ing to political events in the 
region, he. said. “For inst- 
ance it incresed following the 
Gulf war, as manv holding 
Jordanian passports’ returned 
to Jordan, It could possibly 
decrease with the develop- 
ment of state-building in the 
West Bank and Gaza.” 

According to the Depart- 
ment o^Staristics. categoris- 
ing the population in terms of 


(Continued on page 3) 




Fox kills 
Buckingham 
Palace flamingoes 


LONDON 00— A fox ha 
wiped out the flaramgoe. 
of Buckingham Palace 
Bri-tain’s royal ty-besottet 
newspapers reported Sa- 
turday. Six of the exotic 
birds which lived on a lake 
in the spacious grounds o> 
.Queen Elizabeth's centra] 
London home were killed 
by the predator, and the 
seventh died of shock. The 
lake froze in wintry weath- 
er, and the ice is thought to 
have given the fox its 
chance to reach their island 
home. A palace spokes- 
woman, asked whether the 
flamingoes would be rep- 
laced- was quoted in the 
London Times as saying: 
“We certainly won’t even 
consider it until we've 
caught the fox." 


Ideal man is 
'successful, 
attentive and 
faithful’ 


TORONTO (AFP) — All 
you tall, dark and hand- 
some guys, give it up. The 
ideal roan is successful, 
attentive and a good friend, 
according to a poll done for 
Valentines Day for the 
Harlequin romance pub- 
lishers. Twenty-two per 
cent of the 5,000 women 
from 18 countries polled 
said that they were looking 
for a successful, powerful 
businessman, while 15 per 
cent said that they wanted a 
doctor, dentist or other pro- 
fessional. The ideal man 
cannot put too much 
emphasis on his career, a 
majority of women said,, 
while only mine per cent 
wanted someone obsessed 
with their career. But more 
than half the women polled 
said that they wanted a 
partner who was their best 
friend, while 36 per cent 
said they wanted someone 
who would enjoy spending 
time with the children. Just 
five per cent of Harlequin 
romance novel-readers said 
that physical beauty was of 
top importance while seven 
per cent wanted a “sexy" 
man. Eighteen per cent 
agreed that they wanted 
someone who was tender 
and attentive and had a 
sense of humour. And near- 
ly 18 per cent said that a 
man was flawed if he left 
dirty clothes lying about 
while 16 per cent said they 
would be bothered by snor- 
ing. In another survey, 
which only Americans 
answered. Harlequin found 
that per cent of women 
preferred to get a good 
night's sleep rather than 
make love. 


Chinese city halts 
sale of Japan 
warship model 


BEIJING (R) — Angry cit- 
izens in a north China city 
forced a local department 
store to halt sales of toy 
models of an infamous 
Japanese World War II bat-' 
tieship, the official Peo- 
ple's Daily reported Satur- 
day. The uproar was trig- 
gered by media reports in 
the northern city of Harbin 
that miniature replicas of 
the battleship Yamaio and 
1 0 other Japanese warships 
were on sale at the city’s 
Number I Department 
Store, the paper said. 
Harbin was occupied by 
Japan from 1932 until the 
war ended in 1945. The 
battleship Yamato, then the 
world’s largest, was sunk 
by U.S. forces in waters off 
southeast Japan in mid- 
1945. Last month a Harbin 
newspaper mounted a cam- 
paign against the sale of the 
toys, warning that “the 
shadow of those years of 
fascist war is once again 
taking an incursion," the 
daily said. The article 
sparked fierce responses 
from many older people in 
Harbin, a strategic centre in 
Japan's 1930s puppet state 
of Manchukuo and the site 
of notorious Japanese germ 
warfare tests using live 
Chinese prisoners as 
Guinea pigs. 
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